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Word's getting around about Blundstone 
p boots. Words like: Comfortable, durable, 
dry, easy, cool, relaxed, sensible, fun, 
stable and lace-free. Once they've had 
a pair, people just can’t say enough 
good things about them. Try a 
pair for yourself. Yes, 
these boots are 
made for talking. 


The Chunk Sole 
Available in Brown 
and Black 


www.biundstone.ca 


Campers Village - 1095!-170 St NW - 780-484-2700 
Gravity Pope - 10442 Whyte Ave ~ 780-43971637 
Kunitz Shoes - 837 Saddleback Rd - 780-438-4259 
SoftMoc - West Edmonton Mall - 780-489-5616 
Wener Shoes - 10322 Jasper Ave - 780-422-2718 
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Here’s your opportunity 
to save lives. 


Edmonton 
Donor Clinic 
8249 - 114 Street 
Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 


Saturday 
8:30 am - 2:30 pm 


Book your life 
Saving appointment 
today! 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 
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Terror in Gaza 


SCOTT HARRIS / 

t is impossible to contemplate the terror that is gripping the lives of the 1.5 

million Palestinians who live in the Gaza Strip as US-supplied Israeli war- 

planes rain down hundreds of tonnes of bombs into the heart of densely 
populated civilian areas. 

In just two days the aerial assault has killed an estimated 300 people, 
including at least 20 children, and injured an estimated 700 more. The attacks 
targeted Hamas “security compounds,” including police stations and an area 
for training traffic police, and have also struck a fuel tanker, a television sta- 
tion, a mosque and a prison—allowing a number of prisoners to escape at the 
same time police were being killed by the score 

On December 28, the bombs destroyed the series of tunnels running 
beneath the border between Egypt and Gaza which have provided a lifeline for 
critical supplies during the 18-month Israeli blockade of Gaza—the collective 
punishment aimed at the people of Gaza for having the audacity to elect the 
wrong government, Hamas, in free and fair elections 

The overwhelming bombardment is ostensibly in retaliation for rocket attacks 
by Hamas militants which have increased in frequency since December 19, the 
end of the six-month ceaséfire between Hamas and Israel. But for the people of 
Gaza, the crippling blockade—which has meant critical shortages of food, medi- 
cine and practically all other necessities of life—has meant their suffering has 
continued unabated, with all-too-predicable results for the most vulnerable of 
Palestinians. It has also meant that hospitals in Gaza are ill-equipped to deal 
with the carnage from the attacks, and the injured are being turned away from 
hospitals because they lack the most basic supplies to help them. 

As usual, the United Nations has “called for an immediate halt to all vio- 
lence" and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights “strongly 
condemned Israel's disproportionate use of force,” while also condemning 
Hamas rocket attacks. And sadly, as usual, the United States has staunchly 
backed Israel, blaming Hamas for the bombings, meaning that while the world 
will mouth platitudes about addressing the humanitarian crisis unfolding in 
Gaza, absolutely nothing of substance will be done. vw 
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= LETTERS 


THANKS FOR BEING CRITICAL 


I'll have to read David Berry's item con- 
cerning the paucity of critical art writing 
("No one’s a critic,” Dec 25 - Dec 31, 
2008) a few times ... it's nice and long. 

| have been lamenting the lack of 
informed (or opinion-driven) art writing for 
a while now. ! lived and worked as an 
artist in Calgary between 1979 and 2001. 
Nancy Tousley worked for the Calgary Her- 
ald then, and part of her visual art review- 
ing style was to point out weaknesses 
and/or strengths in any given artwork or 
exhibition that she covered. She could be 
tough but she was fair. Art and artists in 
Calgary were accountable, somehow. | 
think of other Canadian art writers, Charles 
Mandel (who was a visual arts writer here) 
and (delightfully churlish) John Bentley 
Mays. Whatever happened to critical art 
writing in Edmonton? 

Much of what gets published here gets 
scrutinized by Ryan McCourt and his Mod- 
ernist henchmen. The writers and their 
pieces are then eviscerated and dragged 
across red-hot coals, paragraph by para- 
graph, knocking the wind out of any 
healthy discourse that may have arisen 
from the initial piece of writing. Of course, 
{could choose to ignore “Studiosavant.” 
DAVID JANZEN 


satel LIBRARY 


CORPORATIONS WELL REPRESENTED 


It is clear from its composition that cor- 
porate interests are represented on this 
new economic council (“Same old, same 
old,” Dec 25 - Dec 31, 2008). But who 
will truly represent the rest of us—sen- 
iors, women, children, workers, the 
poor, the disabled and the unemployed? 

Maybe if the majority is to be repre- 
sented, we need to form a coalition. 
LARRY KAZDAN 


CANADIANS DESERVE BETTER 


The appointment of 18 senators, most of 
whom are Conservative cronies, is only 
one of three ways in which Prime Minis- 
ter Harper continues to practice patron- 
age politics as usual, and only adds to 
the 27 democratic reform promises the 
Conservatives have broken since they 
were first elected. 

The Conservatives also promised to 
establish a public appointments com- 
mission.to ensure public, merit-based 
searches for cabinet appointees. Prime 
Minister Harper broke this promise after 
opposition parties made changes to 
ensure the commission would be non- 
partisan and independent. The Conserv- 
ative cabinet has gone on to appoint 
more than 1000 people, many with Con- 
servative ties. 

The Conservatives also broke their prom- 
ise to prevent party leaders from appointing 
election candidates, and Prime Minister 
Harper went even further by appointing sev- 


eral Conservative candidates. 

Prime Minister Harper has also made 
false claims about why he has broken 
these promises, as usual blaming others 
for his own failures. 

No one will be surprised to learn that 
the prime minister also used his so- 
called “Accountability Act” to cut the 
ethics rule that requires him and his 
cabinet and senior government officials 
to be honest—given his many broken 
promises and deep dishonesty the 
prime minister obviously wanted to pro- 
tect himself from being found guilty of 
breaking the honesty rule. Canadians 
deserve better. 

DUFF CONACHER, COORDINATOR 
DEMOCRACY WATCH 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail (Jue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB TSJ 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit ce 
length and clarity. - 


CORRECTION : 


In a review of the restaurant Origin India 
in the December 18 issue of Vue Week- 
ly ("Origin India the real deal,” Dec 18 - 
Dec 24, 2008), the phone number given 
for the restaurant was incorrect. The 
actual phone number of Origin India is 
780.436.0558. $ 


Year of the meltdown, Obama and the end of Bush 


DYER STRAIGHT 
gwynne@Qvueweekly.com 


If Barack Obama can walk on water, then 
change really is coming to the United 
States and the world. If there are no more 
big unexploded bombs buried in the 
world’s financial systems, then this may 
be just an ordinary recession. But the 
most telling image of 2008 was Iraqi jour- 
nalist Muntadhar al-Zaidi throwing his 
shoes at George W Bush. 

He doubtless knew that he would be 


beaten half to death afterwards by the - 


security guards because he had embar- 
fassed them. Over the next 24 hours, he 
was tortured into a “confession” that he 
had been induced to attack Bush by a 
“terrorist.” But what he did had enormous 
resonance elsewhere. 

This is the end of an era, and everybody 
knows it. It coincides with the end of a year 
because of the rules on presidential suc- 
cession in the US Constitution, but we are 
Not just saying farewell to 2008. 

In the minds of most people—a major- 
ity of Americans, and the overwhelming 
majority of people elsewhere—we are 
Saying good riddance to a long period 
when brutal and ignorant policies reigned 
supreme. We are saying goodbye to 
George W Bush, and Muntadhar al-Zaidi 
saiditmost eloquently, _ 

We are bound to be disappointed by 
the change, of course. Bush did not cre- 
ate all of the world’s problems, and they 
will not vanish when he does. In particu- 
lar, the global financial crisis that explod- 
ed when the Bush administration decided 
not to save the foundering Lehman Broth- 
ers investment bank in September still 
has some distance to run, and the full 
extent of the damage is not yet known. 

A recession was due around now 
regardless of who was running the US 
government, or indeed all the govern- 
ments put together. What frightens peo- 
ple is the possibility, eagerly touted in the 
media, that this might be not just a reces- 
sion, but an actual depression. 

It's clear that the Masters of the Uni- 
verse no longer have any idea what to do, 
and that they are very frightened. The 
levers of power are no longer attached to 
anything, and none of their normal tricks, 
like dropping interest rates, seems to stop 

the headlong decline. But the truth is that 
it always feels like this on the way down 
into a major recession, and yet it's usually 
over after about 15 or 18 months. 

The good news is that the G7 economies 
are not shrinking faster now than they were 
going into the last three recessions (early 


‘80s, early 90s, early 2000s), which sug- 
gests that what is coming will not be much 
worse than those were despite the severity 
of the banking crisis. If that is the case, then 
most countries should be seeing an upturn 
by mid-2010, and even the United States 
(where recessions tend to be worse) by the 
end of that year. 

This suggests that the current frenzy of 
deficit spending may indeed be more than 
is strictly necessary to keep the world 
from sinking into a depression, but 
nobody wants to take that chance. Least 
of all Barack Obama, who seems well 
aware that a big crisis, real or perceived, 
creates opportunities for major change. 

It is therefore possible that Obama's 
election, and not the financial meltdown, 
was really the key event of 2008. One of the 
longest, tightest presidential races in Amer- 
ican history has produced not only the first 
non-white president, but a president who, 
thanks to his innovative fund-raising meth- 
ods, is almost uniquely free of the usual 
debts and obligations to special interest 
groups. For a time—possibly a quite 
extended period of time—Obama will be 
free to do what he thinks is right, and to 
justify it in terms of the crisis. His cabinet 
and other high-level appointments suggest 
that he will make few initiatives in foreign 
policy, limiting himself perhaps to speeding 
up the timetable for withdrawing American 
troops from Iraq that has already been 
forced on President Bush, but that domestic 
affairs will see a whirlwind of change. 

Health care, education and welfare are 
all areas where Obama can and probably 
will push through reforms that have been 
Stalled for several decades, but it has 
become increasingly clear in recent 
weeks that environment—climate 
change, to be specific—uwill be the area 
to see the most radical policy changes. 
The United States, the world’s biggest 
emitter of greenhouse gases, is about to 
switch from being the main obstacle to 
global action to being its chief proponent. 

So there's a bit of unadulterated hope. 
In other domains and regions, the picture 
is more mixed, but it is not all dark. 


IN THE AMERICAS, cuba fumbles its 
way towards a post-Castro future with 
much anxiety but no violence beyond the 
usual state-backed oppression. (Here is 
a place where the Obama administration 
could ease the transition greatly by end- 
ing half a century of US sanctions.) The 
various left-wing regimes of South 
America also stagger onwards, free for 
once to succeed or fail on their own 
without US intervention. 

Africa below the Sahara has had a 
deeply discouraging year. The resurgent 
fighting in eastern Congo was showing 
signs of expanding into a major war 
involving lots of foreign troops by year's 
end, and the Darfur war in Sudan was no 
nearer to resolution. Ethiopia began 
pulling its army out of Somalia in Decem- 
ber, but not before reigniting the Somali 
civil war, and Somali pirates operating in 
the Gulf of Aden and further south 
became a serious hazard to shipping, 

Zimbabwe sank into wretchedness, 
cholera and despair as Robert Mugabe 
clung to power. In Kenya, President Mwai 
Kibaki and the real winner of the country’s 
rigged election of December 2007, Raila 
Odinga, managed to forge a power-sharing 
government in April, and began to repair 
the damage caused by the bloody post- 
election riots, but Mugabe could not do the 
same. Instead, the 84-year-old despot 
betrayed the power-sharing agreement that 
he had signed with the real winner of Zim- 
babwe’s election last March, Morgan 
Tsvangirai. Most of Zimbabwe's neighbours 
have refused to bring real pressure on the 
old thug to quit, though Botswana gallantly 
offered to host a gavernment-in-exile. 

South Africa, having seen its president 
of the past nine years, Thabo Mbeki, 
unceremoniously removed from office by 
his own party, the African National Con- 
gress, awaits the election next year of his 
certain successor, Jacob Zuma, with 
some apprehension. (Kgalema Motlanthe, 
the current president, is only keeping the 
seat warm for Zuma.) Many fear that 
Zuma will drag South Africa into a 
swamp of corruption and rabble-rousing 
populism, but it really is too early to 
judge how he will behave as president. 

The big development in the Middle East 
was the relative fall in violence in Iraq, com- 
bined with the emergence of an Iraqi gavem- 
ment confident enough to insist on a deadline 
for the withdrawal of American troops. But 
the prospective victory of Likud’s Benjamin 
Netanyahu in the forthcoming Israeli elec- 
tions practically guarantees another long 
period of Arab-Israeli confrontation and 
expanding Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied Palestinian territories. 

Various governments fretted aloud 
about Iran's alleged drive for nuclear 


weapons, but the legal grounds for the 
complaints were as flimsy as the unity of 
the complainers. Whatever Iran has in 
mind, it can safely get on with it. Pakistan 
made a shaky transition from the military 
dictatorship of Pervez Musharraf to a 
civilian president, Asif Ali Zardari, in the 
course of the year, although nobody 
would accuse the governing coalition of 
parties of being either coherent or stable. 
And Afghanistan remains mired in a civil 
war with extensive foreign involvement. 


THE THIRD major terrorist attack on Mum- 
bai in 15 years in November pushed Indian 
Patience to the breaking point, as once 
again there was evidence of sponsorship 
by Pakistan-based extremist Islamist 
groups. Few believed that the new Pak- 
istani government (which had just launched 
a peace and charm offensive towards 
India) was sympathetic to these groups; 
many doubted that it could get them under 
control. At year's end, Indo-Pak relations 
Were again in the deep freeze. 

Dozens died in nationalist demonstrations 
against the Chinese regime in Tibet in March, 
and tens of thousands died in the cyclone 
that struck southern Burma in May. Nepal 
dumped its king and became a republic in 
May, and in August the Communist/Maoist 
leader Prachandra became prime minister. 

Thailand, regrettably, is no longer a 
democracy, although the forms persist 
Right-wing demonstrators backed by the 
army, the courts (and perhaps by the king) 
brought down two legally constituted 
governments in two months, and the new 
regime will have to change the electoral 
rules to exclude a lot of voters before it 
dares to call an election. China’s Sichuan 
province was struck by a powerful earth- 
quake that killed at least 69 000 people in 
May, but three months later the Olympics 
in Beijing were a spectacular success. 
Reports that North Korea's “Dear Leader,” 
Kim Jong-ll, was ill or dead began to sur- 
face in September, but the truth of the 
matter is still not known. Japan had 
another change of prime minister, but 
nothing else changed. 


IN EUROPE, the big news was the war in 
the Caucasus that erupted in August 
when Georgia tried to seize the break- 
away republic of South Ossetia, one of 


two ethnic minority areas that have main- 
tained their separation from Georgia ever 
since the latter got its independence from 
the former Soviet Union in 1991 
In order to conquer South Ossetia, Geor- 
gia had to kill or expel the Russian peace- 
keeping troops who were stationed there 
The Georgian assault on South Ossetia in 
early August, however, was easily repelled 
by the Russian army, which seized control of 
large parts of northern Georgia after the 
Georgian troops broke and fied 
A ceasefire stopped the shooting after 
five days, and Russian troops had all left 
Georgia proper within two months, but 
Moscow did recognize the independence 
of South Ossetia and of Abkhazia, anoth- 
er ethnic enclave that broke away from 
Georgia in the early 1990s 
Elsewhere in Europe, the most exciting 
political events were the Spanish election 
in March (Socialists keep power), the 
arrest of former Bosnian Serb \eader 
Radovan Karadzic in July (off to The 
Hague for trial), Greenland’s vote on 
increased autonomy in November (yes) 
and, of course, Ireland's rejection of the 
new European Union constitution in a ref- 
erendum in June 
And one last big thing. In January 
2008, oil reached the $100-per-barre! 
mark for the first time; in mid-July it 
touched $147 per barrel: and by late 
December it was back down below $50 
per barrel. This extreme volatility is exact- 
ly what is predicted by most models when 
we are at or near “peak oil,” and it is 
entirely possible that we are there now. If 
not, we will certainly be there within a 
decade. But this does not necessarily 
mean regular oil shortages and perma- 
nently high prices, because a parallel 
down-shift may be getting underway in 
the demand for oil. The United States is 
about to get serious about greenhouse 
gas emissions, and that means that US oil 
use is going to fall. A lot of other coun- 
tries are already on that track, and more 
will follow. If they all get it right, then oil 
will be neither scarce nor expensive—and 
nobody will care much about it anyway. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in\lue Weekly 
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New Year, new royalty framework 


Compromise on a compromise on a compromise fails to deliver on stability, predictability or increased royalties 


RICARDO ACUNA / walberta.ca/parklond 
Well, it's official. With the change of the 
calendar to the year 2009 comes the 
long-awaited implementation of Alberta’s 
brand new royalty framework. This repre- 
sents the first significant change to royal- 
ties in Alberta since Anne McLellan and 
Ralph Klein created the one per cent roy- 
alty rate back in 1996 

Ed Stelmach launched the government's 
review of royalties in February 2007 by 
appointing a blue-ribbon panel to carry out 
2 public consultation and make recommen- 
dations for changes. The panel presented 
its report to the government in September 
2007, and after much public debate and 
many industry-government backroom meet- 
ings, the new Alberta Royalty Framework 
was announced the following month, with 
an implementation date of January 1, 2009. 

Given that groups like the Parkland Insti 
tute had been calling for a drastic change 
in the royalty structure since 1999, with the 
release of the groundbreaking report Giv- 
ing Away the Alberta Advantage, for the 
government to take two years from the ini- 
tiation of a panel to implementation of 


changes does not seem all that long. 

However, the royalty framework being 
implemented as we kick off the new year 
is very different from the one groups like 
Parkland, the Pembina Institute and many 
others have been recommending for a 
decade, and it's very different from the 
one the majority of Albertans told the roy- 
alty review panel they wanted 

In fact, it's even different than the one 
the government said would be implement- 
ed when they came to a final decision in 
October 2007. In most jurisdictions, it 
might seem odd for a piece of legislation 
which counted on so much advance input 
and deliberation to change so significantly 
from the time of its announcement to its 
eventual implementation, but in Alberta 
it's just par for the course 

When the Royalty Review Panel pre- 
sented its report and recommendations in 
September 2007, it became immediately 
clear that they presented a very timid set of 
proposals which they assumed would be 
implemented in their entirety. What they 
heard from Albertans through their consul- 
tations was a call for significant increases 
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in royalties, which the panel then balanced 
with industry's defence of the status quo. 

Despite the fact that the panel's recom- 
mendations were already a significant com- 
promise, Alberta's oil and gas industry 
moved quickly to paint the recommendations 
as extreme. As a result, the Alberta govern- 
ment moved quickly to accommodate 
requests by industry, and proceeded to water 
down the panel's suggestions even further. 

By the time the government announced 
the Alberta Royalty Framework in October 
of 2007, it was already a compromise on 
a compromise. 


REGARDLESS, as 2008 began, the new 
royalty framework had been announced, 
and the premier and minister of energy 
boasted that the energy industry and 
Albertans would at long last have a royal- 
ty system that provided predictability and 
stability over the long-term 

That should have been the end of the 
story. But the 12-month wait for imple- 
mentation provided the industry with a 
significant opportunity to whittle away at 
the resolve of the Alberta government. 
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Three months later, in March 2008, the 
portion of the industry focused on drilling 
for deep deposits of oil and gas began to 
complain that their royalties would increase 
significantly as a result of the new regime. 
The government referred to these higher 
royalties as an “unintended consequence,” 
and by July had made significant changes 
to the new royalty framework to ensure 
lower royalties for deep oil and gas. So 
much for predictability and stability. The 
plan that had already been watered down 
twice, was now being watered down again. 

Then in November, the government 
announced yet another significant change to 
the framework. This time in the form of a 10 
per cent royalty holiday for mid-depth wells 
for conventional oil and gas, which would 
result in the goverment foregoing $1.8 bil- 
lion dollars over the next five years. Once 
again, the plan that was supposed to provide 
predictability and stability for Albertans and 
industry was being changed and fiddled with. 

After more than a year of fiddling, the 
framework that comes into effect this 
week bears almost no resemblance at all 
to what Albertans said they wanted. At 
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this point it is even unclear whether the 
new regime will actually generate any 
higher royalties at all. 

When the government announced the 
new royalty framework over a year ago, 
they predicted that despite increased pro- 
duction and the new regime, government 
revenue from the energy industry would 
be about $2 billion less in 2016 than it 
was in 2006. Now we know that govern- 
ment revenue from royalties will drop 
even further over the next five to 10 
years, we just don't know by how much. 

In the end, after two years of intense, 
and often aggressive, public debate we are 
ultimately no better off than we were 
beforehand. Yes, 2009 brings with it a new 
Alberta Royalty Framework, but it is one 
that provides neither the predictability, sta- 
bility, or increased revenues that Albertans 
wanted and their government promised. 

Happy New Royalty Framework! w 


Ricardo Acuna is executive director of the 
Parkland Institute, a non-partisan public 
policy research institute housed at the 
University of Alberta. 
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Tory landslide, dead ducks and health care 


Vue looks back at the good, the bad and the ugly from the year in provincial politics 


scort HARRIS / scott@vueweokly.com 


at a difference a year 
( makes. As we bid farewell 
to 2007 at this time last 


year, talk of change was in the air as 
expectations ran high that Ed Stel- 
mach would seek a mandate of his 
very own by calling an election early 
in the new year. The boom was in full 
swing, housing and gas prices were 
both soaring and the opposition par- 
ties, especially Kevin Taft's Liberals, 
had as much of a swagger as opposi- 
tion parties in Alberta get. 
Three-hundred and sixty-six days 
later, it’s another story altogether. Two 
opposition parties have new leaders as 
we head into 2009, the price of oil is 
hovering around $40 a barrel and the 
Tories look likely in the coming year to 
break their own law against running a 
deficit. Here's a look at some of the key 
moments that got us from there to here. 


JANUARY Eq stelmach starts the year 
off on a litigious foot, threatening to 
sue 24-year-old blogger Dave Cournoy- 
er for his ownership of the domain 
edstelmach.ca—which Cournoyer has 
pointing to the Wikipedia page for 
failed former Social Credit premier 
Harry Strom—sparking a somewhat 
tongue-in-cheek controversy in the 
media and blogosphere and a 
province-wide search for Ed Stelmach's 
personality. 
The provincial government unveils 
. its new Climate Change Strategy, count- 
ing On unproven carbon capture and 
storage for 70 per cent of the 200 mega- 
tonnes of planned reductions by 2050. 
The plan focuses on emissions intensity 
and moves the baseline year from the 
internationally accepted 1990 to 2002, 
and predicts no absolute reductions 
until at least 2020. The Pembina Insti- 
tute calls it a “plan to plan,” calling the 
approach “shockingly irresponsible.” 


= ALBERTA 
POLITICS 


FEBRUARY Premier Ed Stelmach 


announces on February 4 that Alber- 
tans will head to the polls on March 3. 
Royalties, affordable housing, an over- 
heated economy and the environment 
join perennial favourites health care 
and education as key issues. The oppo- 
sition parties and the media talk change, 
and even the Tories pledge “Change that 
works for Albertans.” In addition to the 
usual campaigns, a $2 million series of 
attack ads aimed at Stelmach by Alber- 


tans for Change, a front group of the * 


Alberta Federation of Labour and the 
Alberta Building Trades Council, runs 
throughout the campaign, accusing Stel- 
mach of having “no plan.” 


MARCH who said anything about 
change? Steady Eddie and the Tories 
cruise to a landslide victory on March 
3. The Conservatives take 72 of the 83 
seats in the legislature, dropping the 
Liberals by seven seats to just nine 
and cutting the NDP in half to two 
while also wiping out the Wildrose 
Alliance’s single foothold. Voter 
tummout is the lowest in the province's 
history, with just 40.6 per cent of eligi- 
ble voters showing up to the polls. 
The blow-out leads to plenty of finger 
pointing and short-lived talk of the 
need for opposition parties to cooper- 
ate or form a coalition to challenge 
the big blue machine. : 


APRIL Finance Minister Iris Evans 
releases the 2008 - 09 provincial budg- 


et, with a record $37 billion in spending, 
fuelled by $11 billion in revenues from 
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the booming energy sector, and a pro- 
jected surplus of $1.6 billion, The budg- 
et also eliminates long-derided health 
care premiums by January 1, 2009, 
accelerating an election promise to 
eliminate the premiums over four years. 

Newly appointed Minister of Health 
and Wellness Ron Liepert announces 
that over the next nine months he will 
release a series of action plans for 
sweeping health care reforms. 

The quack heard round the world: 500 
migrating ducks die on April 30 after 
landing on one of Syncrude’s toxic tail- 
ings ponds near Fort McMurray. The inci- 
dent brings weeks of national and 
international embarrassment to the 
provincial government, which has just 
launched a $25-million campaign to sell 
the tar sands as environmentally friendly. 


MAY ed stelmach announces that one 
provincial “superboard” will replace the 
province's nine regional health authori- 
ty boards, the Alberta Mental Health 
Board, Alberta Cancer Board and the 
Alberta Alcohol and Drug Abuse Com- 
mission. Former Tory MP Ken Hughes 
is appointed interim chair along with 
six other interim board members. 
Opposition parties say the move will 
open the door to more private, for-prof- 
it health care in the province. 


JUNE The Tories push through contro- 
versial changes to the provincial 
labour code—the first change in 20 
years—in an all-night session on June 
§ to close the spring session of the 
legislature. Pushed through in just 
four days, the changes ban strikes by 
ambulance workers and outlaw “salt- 
ing,” in which new employees take an 
active role in a union organizing 
drive, and “merfing,” funds set up to 
help union contractors when bidding 
against non-union companies. 

New Democrat members assembled 


at their annual convention put an end to 
speculation about a possible merger or 
electoral agreement by voting 95 per 
cent against a motion to explore greater 
cooperation between opposition parties. 

Alberta Liberal Leader Kevin Taft 
announces plans to step down as 
leader in the aftermath of the disas- 
trous March election results 


JULY The province axes 12 CEOs of 
Alberta's soon-to-be-disbanded 
health regions, cancer and mental 
health boards. The cost of severance 
packages is announced in October to 
be $6 million. 

Premier Stelmach announces $4 
billion in funding for its previously 
announced climate change action 
plan. Half the money is dedicated to a 
fund for carbon capture and storage, 
while another $2 billion is slated for 
public transit. Greenpeace calls car- 
bon capture “a public relations 
smokescreen for the tar sands and 
coal-fired electricity generation.” 


AUGUST in a fiscal update, Finance Minis- 
ter Iris Evans announces the provincial 
surplus is forecast to reach $8.5 billion 
dollars—$7 billion higher than budget- 
ed—because of higher-than-expected oil 
and gas revenues. World oil prices 
peaked in July at over $147 a barrel. 


SEPTEMBER Elections Alberta releases 


its report on the March 3 election, 
showing the Tories spent just over $3 
million during the election, compared 
to $816 000 spent by the NDP and 
$650 000 by the Liberals. The report 
also offers 182 recommendations to 
improve the fairness and running of 
future elections, saying there is a “dire 
need” for change. 


OCTOBER nop Ma Rachel Notley 
reveals cases of ongoing abuses of 


children in provincial child welfare and 
foster care systems as she releases a 
series of confidential quarterly reports 
by the province's child and youth advo- 
cate, John Mould, obtained through an 
access to information request 

Linda Duncan upsets Rahim Jaffer 
to win the federal seat in Edmonton- 
Strathcona, providing a rare ray of 
sunshine for Albertan New Democ- 
rats. 


NOVEMBER “in response to the global 


economic crisis,” six weeks before the 
province's new royalty regime goes 
into effect, Ed Stelmach announces 
the option of “transitional” royalty 
rates for mid-depth well drilling for up 
to five years. The change is expected 
to cost provincial coffers up to $1.8 
billion in revenue 

Health and Wellness Minister Ron 
Liepert announces the 15 individuals 
who will sit on the new health super- 
board. The appointments are panned for 
being stacked with business representa- 
tives, out-of-province members and rife 
with potential conflicts of interest 


DECEMBER Health and Wellness Minister 
Ron Liepert rolls out a series of health 
care changes, including the Vision 2020 
plan and changes to pharmaceutical cov- 
erage and continuing care. The changes 
which require some higher-income 
Albertans to pay for services, are criti- 
cized for undermining the universality of 
health care in the province. 

On December 13, the Alberta Liber- 
al Party concludes a low-key race to 
replace outgoing leader Kevin Taft 
Environmental and social activist Dr 
David Swann wins on the first ballot 
gamering 54 per cent of returned bal- 
lots to beat second-place Dave Taylor. 

Finance Minister Iris Evans con- 
firms that the economic slowdown 
may mean the province will run a 
“technical deficit” next year, snapping 
a string of 15 consecutive years of sur- 
pluses. 

Concluding a somewhat bizarre 
power struggle that began following a 
controversial meeting in September, 
George Read resigns on December 22 
as leader of the Alberta Green Party 
and is replaced by Joe Anglin. v 
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I'll miss ya, ‘08 


INFINITE LIVES 


ow 
= 
= | ORR ZeHK0 
CS | infinitelives@rvueweekly.com 

Usually, this is an easy time of the year for 
columnists who deal with mass-market 
entertainments. After the gift-quide gravy, 
the blessed year-end Janus of review/pre- 
view waits. Selectively reminisce, then 
make a bunch of half-considered predic- 
tions? That's not work, lady; that’s Act One 
of a. good night at the tavern. 

That's how things usually work, anyway, 
but 2008 feels somehow a little bigger than 
most years in most media. This has everything 
to do with the rigidly cyclic nature of the 
games industry, locked as it is to the succes- 
sion of console generations along the path of 
microprocessor technology and digital infra- 
structure; 2008 was a solidly centre-cycle year, 


the point in every generation where possibili- 
ties crystallize into known realities. The hard- 
ware is a known quantity and the A-list games 
are displaying the top audio-visual tech the 
generation will deliver. Market positions, con- 
sole personalities and fan cultures are firmly 
established and won't be changing significant- 
ly this go-round. The stable year, the definitive 
year, the Golden Year ... the big year. 

Too big to do it objective-overview jus- 
tice in this space; a year like ‘08 calls for 
the personal touch. A touch like the one | 
received from the spokesmodel dressed as 
a cop at this spring's “Midnite Madness” 
launch for GTA IV, as she fed me away for 
“questioning.” A touch that's filled with 
firm guidance yet gentle thoughtfulness 
(she couldn't use her novelty-store hand- 
cuffs because nobody had a key), a touch 
that’s embarrassingly lame yet still some- 
how ... sexy? Where am | going with this? | 
want to touch 2008 like that model-cop 


AAAAAHHH 


Look! IT ACCUMULATES oN 


HORIZONTAL SURFACE S/ 


Coe 


touched me; | want to grab a bored, shiver- 
ing, underdressed, depressingly sober 
2008 by its elbow, lead it into the fluores- 
cent vestibule of a Best Buy, take its 
“mugshot” and give it an XXXL promo T- 
shirt to remember me by. 

The firm hand on the elbow: You 
were a bad boy, 2008. Right out of the 
gate, you made me drop my real computer, 
which forced me to move to an underpow- 
ered toy of a laptop, which in turn forced 
me to stop playing Dwarf Fortress, in my 
nightmares, | imagine time still passing in 
the DF pocket universe, the unfinished halls 
of Fortress Bustmystery reeking from the 
miasma of uncleared corpses, its few sur- 
viving stout citizens desperately trying to 
complete the last orders | gave them 
before my iBook hit the tiles. There, | said 
it; it still hurts so bad and | don’t want to 
start my new relationship (his name's 2009; 
you wouldn't know him) with this kind of 
pain unspoken. But know that | forgive you. 

Boredom, shivering, underdressing, 
sobriety: My metaphor’s breaking down. The 
year was pretty exciting, | contrived to stay 
warm through most of it and the continuing 
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entrenchment of character customization as a 
must-have feature in games meant most of 
my virtual selves went about very well (or at 
least hilariously) dressed. As for sobriety, well 
... booze and bleep-blorp go hand in glove; 
passing out in the wee hours with the con- 
troller still in your hands is the difference 
between a four-star and a five-star game. 
Fallout 3, for example, passed the Gallo Test 
with ease, while no amount of liquor—and 
believe me, | tried hard—could numb the 
ache of wanting to stop playing Too Human. 
The fluorescent vestibule of a Best 
Buy: The year was haunted by the future- 
ghost of Sony's social space/shopping 
mall/advertiserent vector/game hub, Home, 
which finally launched last week. | guess 
Sony figures we're all eager to pay to lard our 
gaming “experience” with an awkward, ugly, 
sales-pitch-encrusted “virtual reality” inter- 
face populated with subliterate children and 
griefers? Time from login to first hearing (read- 
ing) “gay” used as an insult: 20 seconds. 
Mugshots: The blank, misshapen prod- 
ucts of Home's avatar-creation tool were the 
last to arrive at the party; as 2008 closes, all 
consoles now offer their users the ability to 


. 


create their own personalized homonculi. 
Now, what to do with them? There are lots of 
Wii titles that use Miis as characters—I'm 
Still very attached to the excellent little Willie 
Nelson a friend whipped up—but Microsoft 
is just getting started with its avatar games. 
As for Sony, here's a new year’s wish: please, 
Sony, license developers to pull out my Home 
avatar data and use it in their games; it’s 
about time the universe was saved by a short, 
fat, balding, jowly old schlub wearing socks-n- 
sandals with sport shorts. 

An XXXL promo T-shirt: Ol’ 2008 was 
the year | got back into Dungeons & 
Dragons. Promotional tees are the letter- 
man jackets of the gaming table. 

All in all, a marvelous year. Long nights 
in the Capital Wasteland, thousands of 
car wrecks, explosions, cutscenes, dia- 
logue choices, upgrades, stone-cold 
killings and saved games ... square eye- 
balls, cramped thumbs, bad posture, 
empty wine bottles and spent batteries 
piled beside a stack of Nintendo Power 
magazines. A big year, like | said; maybe 
the biggest ever. But ... having loved 2008, 
am | ruined for all other years? w 
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In the Oilogosphere 


DAVEYOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
inthebox@vueweekly.com 


& | IN THE BOX 


In The Box is taking a holiday break from 
the usual day-to-day of Oiler intrigue. I'm 
sure everything is situation normal—you 
know the rest—and will stay that way 
until the new year rolls around. We'll get 
back to that in due time. The following is 
a users guide to the Oilogosphere—the 
given name for the small universe of 
Oiler-related websites and blogs. 


BATTLE OF ALBERTA 
(battleofalberta.blogspot.com) Con- 
sistent blog started under the conceit 
of (ick) Flames fans and Oiler fans 
meeting on one neutral web site to 
cheer on their teams. Somehow the 
blog has devolved into a (ack) Flames 
blog with the Oiler contributors sitting 
idle while Matt, the Flames fan, has 
been posting furiously. This is Battle of 
Alberta, not Fun With the Flames. Get 
cracking, Oiler contributors! It’s not like 
the Oilers haven't been spoon-feeding 
you material or anything. 


LOWETIDE 

(lowetide.blogspot.com) If you want 
to scratch past the surface of who 
scored the most goals for the Oilers 
and when the next game is on, Lowe- 
tide (radio time salesman Allan 
Mitchell) provides a brilliant and cere- 
bral walk through hockey history, with 
baseball and classic rock analogies 
thrown in. And while Lowetide’s time 
machine will often launch you into the 
past with mini-bios of hockey stars and 
lesser-knowns alike from the NHL 
vaults, you will also be rocketed into 
the future with solid analysis of Oiler 
“pipeline” prospects. Lowetide ts for 
the Oiler fan who watches the game 
with a beer in hand and a copy of Ken 
Dryden’s The Game to read during 
intermission. 


MC79 HOCKEY 

(me79hockey.com) If Lowetide is for the 
cerebral, Mudcrutch79 is for the analyti- 
cal. Toronto lawyer Tyler Dellow provides 
top-notch statistical analysis of the game 
with some well-thought-out insights. 
MC79's breakdowns of scoring chances 
from Oiler games alone show that there 
is an obsessive mind at work. Those scor- 
ing chance charts should be looked at. 
They show the game in a whole new light 
that highlights and local sports talking 
heads can’t. Hockey by numbers. 


OILERS NATION 

(oilersnation.com) What seemed at its 
outset to be a virtual hangout for frat 
boys and a local chain of pubs has found 
its stride with a balance of cheek and 
credibility. The cheek comes with the acid 
of Wanye Gretz and jeanshorts and 
baggedmilk (I hate pseudonyms, except 
for TB Player, of course) and the credibili- 
ty comes with veteran sportswriter Robin 
Brownlee, who deserves more credit in 
this city. He's always been a straightfor- 
ward writer and presents sports well. His 
contributions on O-Nation allow us to see 
a slightly looser side of Brownlee but the 
meat is still there. Jonathan Willis and 
radio voice Jason Gregor round out the 
team with contributions elevated beyond 
simple sarcasm. 


RIP: COVERED IN OIL 

The National Lampoon writers’ room of 
Oilers blogs is as good as gone with no 
new material since November 17 and an 
emotional tumult when one of the site's 
contributors got unmasked and treated 
poorly in the press box. The site was 
risqué, funny and the love of Oiler hockey 
was clear as day behind the smarter- 
than-all-of-you irony and smarm. Covered 
In Oil was for the hipsters who would 
inconspicuously watch Oiler hockey on 
that one lone TV at the Black Dog while 
making clever, unflattering comments 
about jocks and hockey. But there's 
always a subtle fist-pump when the Oil- 
ers score. Only in Edmonton. w 


Hope for the new year 


WELL, WELL, WELL 


CONNIE HOWARD 
health@vueweekly.com 


HEALTH 


Today we look back, and ahead, and are 
conscious that the world is only as strong 
as each of us. So to go with our resolve to 
be better human beings this year, and 
maybe healthier ones—to be kinder, 
stronger, healthier, more active, drink less, 
eat less junk, be happier and lose weight— 
| have a couple of hopeful stories. 

There's good news on the fat wars front. 
Experts are finally admitting that obesity, 
more prevalent than ever, is more compli- 
cated than “more calories in than out.” 
They're calling it a chronic health condition 
for which we don't have a cure, which is, 
though not at first glance, actually very 
hopeful—guilt, for those living on rice 
cakes and spending hours at the gym and* 
still overweight, is removed, and it clears 
the path for talking about low-fat -diet 
myths, as Gary Taubes does extensively in 
his book, Good Calories, Bad Calories. 

Given the sad reality that 95 per cent of 
those who comply and succeed with med- 
ically supervised weight reduction programs 
end up regaining the weight lost, and given 
that high-carb, low-fat eating isn't really 
doing the trick for most of us, conversation 
that debunks old myths and focuses on 
changing what kind of calories we depend 
on is long overdue. Taubes reminds us that 
low-fat, low-protein becomes, by definition, 
high-carb, and that many studies have now 
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linked high-carb diets to high blood fat and 
cholesterol levels, and insulin resistance 
and type 2 diabetes, 

But to make cutting back on the booze 
and the carbs easier, and to address exer- 
cise intolerance, naturopathic doctors 
remind us that supplemental B vitamins, 
Minerals and amino acids nourish the nerv- 
ous system and ease withdrawal symptoms; 
antioxidants and vitamin C help neutralize 
toxicity and reverse fatty liver disease; |-glu- 
tamine supplements feed muscles, support 
stressed livers and decrease cravings. 


THERE'S ALSO much hope on the depres- 
sion and mental health front. More and 
more Albertans are finding relief at True- 
hope, and telling stories like the one 
Jerry Oler told me. After almost four 
decades of fighting depression and sui- 
cide attempts and exhausting convention- 
al options, she has now been off her 
psychiatric meds for eight years—and 
depending on a vitamin and mineral sup- 
plement to stay well. “| was taking over 
70 pills a day, couldn't work, depended on 
social workers, welfare, home care sup- 
port, you name it. Now | can work, pay 
taxes, enjoy my grandkids. | haven't been 
back to the psych ward: | haven't needed 
to be on suicide watch. | used to have 
rages, | used to beg for death. | needed 
someone to stay with me when my hus- 
band went to work. Now I’m fine.” 

There are many, many more like her; 
I'm hoping Health Canada’s efforts to shut 
down the company that supplies her med- 
icine have been exhausted. 
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Things aren't looking great for Merck, 
though, possibly even worse than Wall 
Street had predicted earlier this year—the 
drug'giant plans to trim 7200 jobs over the 
next couple of years. But setbacks like these 
have potential to bring positive changes, 
things like a shift from putting ever more 
chemicals into our bodies and toward more 
Organic ways of supporting our health. 

And finally, there's hope for those disil- 
lusioned with the character and generosity 
of fellow human beings, in a story about a 
Gen Y couple | know going through an 
extremely difficult time. The young woman 
is in almost constant pain, afraid, sad, and 
can't keep pace. Some friends don’t under- 
stand at all, but a few friends have been 
wonderful, and her boyfriend rises to the 
challenge. Though he is free to do other- 
wise, he wants to stick around, makes her 
laugh against the odds, sits up with her 
nights, brushing her hair to soothe her, 
brushing and holding her until she sleeps ... 
| love to see love, and I’m so, so happy to 
have my faith in young men so nourished. 

Here’s to a happier, healthier, kinder 
new year. w 
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Warm serendipity 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

magine having a job that makes you 
|= like you're in the midst of one 

big party. Most of us dream about 
such a possibility, but Anna Muze, 
owner, general manager and jack-of- 
all-trades of Il Forno, actually lives it 
“It's like hosting a party all the time, but 
one that you don’t have to pay for.” 
And, for the most part, she loves it 

But, like most of us, Muze hasn’t 
always been partying. This is just her 
most recent (and perhaps final) stop 
in a Career surrounded by restaurants 
and food. The difference—Muze is 
now a restaurant owner. 

It’s funny where life can take you 
Almost 30 years ago, Muze met a 
friend at Sorrentino’s for dinner. While 
she was impressed with the food, she 
wasn't quite as impressed with the 
organization factor. And that’s exactly 
what she told Carmelo Rago, Sorrenti- 
no’s owner and friend of her friend, 
when he stopped by their table to chat. 
“You need someone who can organize 
this place.” And that’s exactly what she 
did for the next 15 years. 

After that, she spent eight years 
Managing Packrat Louie and was 
about to embark upon another adven- 
ture when the opportunity to buy Il 
Forno came up and she grabbed it 

About two and a half years ago, she 
was having dinner with her son Steven 
at I] Forno—ironically, in celebration of 
a new job she had just landed—when 
Ralph Maio (the owner, and a friend of 
hers) came over and sat down with 
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them for a bit. Their conversation 
turned to the restaurant and Maio 
admitted that he wished he could 
retire. Muze didn’t give it any more 
thought until, during the drive home, 
Steven mentioned that he thought !I 
Forno would be a great place for them. 
So the following day she went to talk 
to Maio. "Fifteen minutes later we 
shook hands and that was that.” 

She went from being a regular cus- 
tomer—"My kids and I came here 
pretty much every Sunday night"—to 
the owner of Il Forno. 

At the very beginning, Muze 
thought about changing the welcom- 
ing, comfortable décor to give it more 
of a modern edge. But when cus- 
tomers immediately began weighing 
in with their opinions, she decided 
against it. The customers didn’t want 
change, they loved the place just the 
way it was. So she listened to them. 

“And why would I change any- 
thing? 1 bought it because I liked the 
concept. I grew up with that kind of 
cooking. I was in the kitchen with my 
grandmother all the time making 
tomato sauces and pastas and all that 
stuff. | was nine years old when I put 
a meal on the table for my family.” 


DURING HER TIME at Packrat Louie, 


ITALIAN BRICK 
OVEN SPECIALTIES 


under the tutelage of Peter Johner, 
she began to hone her skills in the 
baking department as well. The day | 
sat down with her, she had just 
emerged from the kitchen, where she 
had been in the middle of whipping 
up a batch of tiramisu. And she can 
just as easily come from peeling 
potatoes. She does whatever is most 
needed at the moment. 

Il Forno is all about traditional Ital- 
ian cooking. “We still cook a lot like we 
used to back home, like our grand- 
mothers did. Your braised meats, ribs 
and lamb osso bucco that you cook in 
the oven for four hours. The pastas are 
all cooked al dente. We don’t go crazy. 
We stick to the Italian thing.” 

Except for the daily specials. That's 
the one place her chefs are allowed to 
go out of the Italian box a bit and use 
their creative license. 

At lunchtime, the most popular dish 
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on the menu is spaghetti and meat- 
balls. Muze says they can never seem 
to make enough. And at dinner, it's a 
toss-up between whatever is on the 
special board and Fettucine Amalfi, a 
combination of egg fettucine, prawns, 
spinach and a white wine cream 
sauce, all studded with big chunks of 
roasted garlic. 

Their thin-crust pizzas, cooked in a 
stone oven, are also in demand. 

Muze thinks of Il Forno asa 
home—"A home that you can come to 
and relax and enjoy a five-star meal 
or wear your jeans and rubber boots 
and have a plate of pasta and glass of 
wine—anything goes.” 

That family theme is seen through- 
out, Steven is the assistant manager, 
bartender, grocery shopper—a man of 
many talents and responsibilities. And 
her daughter, Marina, does all the 
marketing. 


SAP 


PORO SUS 


freshness & simplicity 


On Thursday nights, when harpist 
David Humphreys entertains the din- 
ers, Muze says it seems like the whole 
neighbourhood comes. It’s a weekly 
ritual for many of the regulars and 
everybody seems to know each other, 
just like one big family. 

The staff even eats together every 
day. After lunch, when the customers 
are all gone and everything is cleaned 
up, they all sit down—the kitchen staff, 
the front-of-the-house staff, every- 
body—and eat whatever happens to be 
left over that day. They talk about 
everything and nothing and how they 
might have done things differently. 

Muze feels that, to be successful, 
you really have to enjoy what you're 
doing, whether it's cooking, running a 
restaurant or yes, even partying. “It’s 
got to come from the bottom of your 
heart.” And that’s where she thinks I! 
Forno comes from. 
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Looking for a date? 
Choose your beer wisely 


|GREAT HEAD 


JASON FOSTER 
79 | preathead@vueweekly.com 


Want to improve your dating life? Drink 
the right beer. 

That is the message of a public opinion 
survey conducted recently among Canadi- 
an singles. The beer you are seen drink- 
ing sends a message and tells a 
prospective date more about you than you 
might think. 

While it may seem rather odd, some- 
one actually commissioned a survey of 
500 individuals located in Canada’s 
largest cities (including Edmonton) ask- 
ing single men and women what beers 
say about the people who drink them. 
The poll sponsor was a national speed- 
dating company, which explains their 
interest in the topic. They asked which 
beers are the “sexiest,” “classiest” and 
“most pathetic.” 

And the answers are illuminating 
_and, possibly, a little surprising. 
Across the nation single men and 
women consider Stella Artois to be 
both the sexiest and classiest beer. In 
the classy category, nothing came 
close; Stella scored 48 per cent of 
respondents, with Heineken and Guin- 
ness a distant second and third, 
respectively, with 25 and 11 per cent. 

The race for sexy was closer, with 
Stella getting 21 per cent of the votes, 
Guinness 14 and (oddly in my mind) 
Corona 13. 

In terms of Canadian content, Slee- 
man’s fared relatively well, scoring mid- 
dle of the pack on both sexiness and 
classiness. 

So, apparently, drinking Stella 
means being seen as a hot commodity 
in the bar scene. This fits their market- 
ing strategy. The labelling is rather 


regal and upscale, and they consciously 
market to an urban, sophisticated 
drinker. It is quite possible this is a les- 
son in the effectiveness of marketing. 
Or the marketing is simply following 
the pre-existing public impression. It is 
hard to know. 

At the other end, you might want to 
avoid being seen drinking Bud Light, 
Coors Light or most Labatt products. 
They all scored the highest on the 
pathetic, or loser, scale: Bud Light, 
Coors Light and Labatt’s basically tied 
at 13, 12 and 11 per cent, respectively. 

There was a local angle to the poll 
as well. The polling company provided 
a breakdown of the Edmonton 
responses. In the poll, only national 
brands were explicitly offered as 
choices. This appeared to irk Edmonto- 
nians, who were amazingly likely to 
reject the list'and demand a local 
brand as their favourite. Both Alley 
Kat and Big Rock received a large 
number of “write-ins,” so to speak. 

“Alley Kat is the sexiest beer in town," 
one respondent commented. Another 
claimed “if they don't drink Big Rock or 
Alley Kat, | know they are not original 
enough for me.” 

My guess is the real message 
behind this poll is that to distinguish 
yourself from the crowd, you need a 
beer that stands out. Canadian or 
Kokanee just don’t cut it. On the 
other hand, reaching for a local 
microbrew sets you apart immediate- 
ly as someone knowledgeable, confi- 
dent with your own choices and 
willing to chart your own course. 

Can beer really help you in the dating 
scene? Who knows. But, really, every 
little advantage helps. So order that 
Stella or that Alley Kat Amber and trust 
it certainly is doing you no harm with 
the opposite (or same, whichever your 
preference) sex. w 
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Tram, bam, thank 
you ma’am! 


Renewed, legendary lift tests resolve 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 

prefer to support the underdog 
| ee small family-run ski 

hills rarely generate enough cash 
or cred to compete with the big 
resorts. So | either end up resenting 
overpriced burritos at the posh lodge 
or questioning my principles as | 
struggle up a tiny T-bar. For 2009, | 
resolved yet again to ignore Whistler 
and seek out the little guy. 

But before my re-firmed resolution 
came into effect, | agreed to drive 16 
hours south through raging snow- 
storms to the legendary Jackson 
Hole. Located on the southern edge 
of Wyoming's Teton Mountains, Jack- 
son Hole is where John Wayne filmed 
his first speaking part in a movie. It's 
where Nancy Greene won the 1967 
World Cup. It’s the quintessential 
range on which film-virgin athletes 
prove their worth, launching them- 
selves into snow-star status. These 
mountains make legends of their con- 
querors. 

As such, I was expecting dramatic, 
imposing cliffs and treacherous ter 
rain with every turn. Instead, | arrive 
at a humble mountain peeking over a 
tiny village. The folks speak with a 


mild twang and the coffee is reason- 
ably priced. There are no jagged 
peaks—within view—to threaten my 
sanity. Naively wondering what the 
hubbub is about, I buy an egg sand- 
wich. As it turns out, I stumble upon 
the Egg McCollister. 

In 1942, the ski industry was begin- 
ning to break ground in the Tetons 
but the area remained famous for its 
wildlife. Paul McCollister, a young 
radio-advertising salesman from Cali- 
fornia, enjoyed a good elk hunt in the 
valley that year. He returned to the 
Tetons a few years later to fish and, 
while he still wasn’t a skier, he bought 
some land and started spending sum- 
mers there and winters in the Sierras. 

It was in the Golden State where 
McCollister developed an addiction to 
slaying snow instead of elk. After a 
skiing stint in Europe, he returned to 
Jackson Hole with a vision: the Jack- 
son Hole Ski Corporation. At 41, he 
retired and became a ski bum, vehe- 
mently researching ski area develop- 
ment. Jackson Hole Mountain Resort 
opened in 1965, and he now has a 
delicious egg breakfast muffin named 
after him 

Beyond his taste for eggs, Paul’s 
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vision was a grandiose resort rivaling 
the world-class superstars—and it’s 
mostly been achieved. Yet a humble, 
practical feeling prevails over the 
resort. Throwing my wrapper in the 
trashcan, I hop on the Bridger gondola. 

The gondola carries my friend Jay 
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and | over 800 metres in a little less 
than 10 minutes. As our pod swings 
in the wind, I start to get a sense of 
what JHMR (jacksonhole.com) is all 
about. From the base, it’s nothing 
remarkable. But as the gondola 
ascends, ragged cliffs, snow-filled cre- 
vasses and masses of trees spark my 
attention. It’s stunning. 

JHMR sweeps over 2300 acres of 
extreme in-bounds terrain and drops 
nearly 1300 vertical metres—more 
than anywhere else in the States. If 
you're so bold as to think that’s not 


my mountain 
skisilverstar,com 
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enough, you’re welcome to slip 
through the border gates in Rock 
Spring, Cody's and Casper Bowls or 
on Aprés Vous Mountain to challenge 
yourself with another 3000 acres of 
gnarly backcountry madness. 


OPAQUE BLACK CLOUDS squat atop 
Rendezvous Mountain, slewing snow 
over the peak. Disembarking the gon- 
dola, we can hardly see the mottled 
cliffs hanging above us. Our choices 
for descent are few; many of the runs 
sport a sign with a mocking orange 
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circle stating “closed.” We're left fol- 
lowing a good portion of the Majority 
down Lupine Way, a swaying blue run 
connecting several traverses on the 
way to Casper-Bowl Chair, one of 10 
lifts on the mountain. 

“I’m gonna go there!” I squeak to 
Jay as we pass over a boulder forest 
lined with trees on the Casper chair. 
“It's closed,” he replies, a refrain I 
would hear throughout the weekend. 
“Damn,” another phrase muttered 
repeatedly. We had come a tad too 
early to experience all that Jackson 
Hole has to offer. 

Although the gates on JHMR borders 
were closed, few people were talking 
about the lack of snow. White fluff was 
flying hard, plastering trees, buildings 
and “closed” signs for one of the first 
major snowstorms of the year. It didn't 
come a moment too soon. Jackson 
Hole’s renowned tram, closed for the 
past 28 months, was set to take flight 
up Rendezvous Mountain. 

The dormant tram was 40 years old 

when it closed in August 2006. An 
apprehensive sigh fell over the valley 
but locals’ quad strength increased 
exponentially as they were forced to 
hike roughly an hour to drop into the 
backcountry. The tram used to whisk 
300 people every hour to Corbet's 
Couloir, Rendezvous Bow! and Pucker 
Face beyond that. Since that August, 
they’d had to get there on Shank’s 
Pony. Says Victor Raymond, a real 
estate agent in Teton Village, “The 
tram allows everyone access to why 
people come here in the first place. 
For those years, we had to work to get 
there.” 

Raymond has seen huge changes at 
JHMR since he became a local 26 
years ago. In 1997 JHMR intensified 
development of Teton Village and 
installed the gondola, coinciding with 
Jackson Hole carving Its niche as the 


resort to ride, 

“Things are pretty slow tight now, 
considering the economic crisis. 
Maybe not the best time to install the 
tram,” he says. “But the tram makes 
Jackson Hole what it is. Anybody who 
wants to ski this area has to go to the 
Bowl and the country beyond. Unfor- 
tunately or fortunately, a lot more 
people can get there now.” 

1 hadn't yet hopped into these 
bowls as the tram, shroud in gos- 
samer fabric, crouched in its dock. No 
one would ride the tram until the next 
morning. = 

As I bump between baby pines and 
diverted rocks, I ponder why, despite 
early season conditions and limited 
run access, I'm falling in love with 
Jackson Hole. Maybe they put some- 
thing in my egg sandwich. Or in my 
Pabst Blue Ribbon in the Village Café, 
a tiny pub that blared Black Diamond 
Heavies while we ate our scrumptious 
tofu wraps, which didn’t even amount 
to $20 total. 


ATG PM, gondolas and chairs sleeping 
in their stations, a crowd of 2000 peo- 
ple forms below the clock tower tram 
dock. AC/DC's “For Those About to 
Rock” elicits devil horn signs from 
onlookers. White spotlights sear 
through falling snow to highlight the 
big red box. The shiny fabric drops, 
Santa rappels out of its belly and the 
crowd erupts at the first sight of its 
beloved tram. These people are seri- 
ous about their little Hole. 

Truthfully though it’s not so little. 
The new tram doubles delivery to 
Rendezvous bowl: 650 people per 
hour will now have the opportunity to 
drop into Corbet’s without working up 
a sweat. I doubt that many will—Cor- 
bet’s is an intense chute, preceded by 
a two-storey drop onto a 55-degree 
slope. If you happen to land on your 


feet but miss the immediate and vital 
right turn, you eat rock. Corbet’s is a 
hallmark for Jackson Hole—thousands 
of acres cater to expert, if not crazy, 
skiers and riders. 

The following morning, | stand with 
500 others waiting to board the tram. 
Michael Berry, president of the 
National Ski Areas Association 
addresses the shivering crowd, 
answering a question most conscien- 
tious skiers and riders eventually ask: 
“Will resort development such as this 
tram, that allows more people into the 
environment, impact the pristine 
Nature of our mountains?” The crowd 
Pauses. “The answer is the same as it 
was in 1965. In short, no.” 

According to JHMR ski instructor 
Theo Meiners, "Jackson Hole is an 
island of optimism, one of the core 
communities in skiing. The tram rep- 
resents hope, a vehicle to continue 
the adventure.” 

The mountain's muddled mysticism 
Was starting to dissipate from my gog- 
gles. Resort owner Jay Kemmerer, who 
bought Jackson Hole Ski Corporation 
from McCollister in 1992, has strong 
bloodlines in Wyoming, JHMR, as ski 
industry maverick, thrives because of 
the Kemmerer family's dedication. 
Thanks to them, it’s one of the last 
independently owned resorts in North 
America. For over 100 years, Kemmer- 
ers have been investing in Wyoming. 
The tram is no different. They paid for 
the tram, all $31 million, in an effort to 
draw people to the state 

“The resort doesn’t make any 
money,” Anna Olson, assistant com- 
munications manager, divulges to me. 
“We don’t operate at a surplus. Jay, his 
wife, Connie, and his sister Betty love 
this area. They want it to suéceed, so 
they invest in it without pulling 
money out of it for themselves.” 

At that, Betty Kemmerer breaks a 
bottle of champagne across the red 
box’s bosom and the first car is off. In 
the third car, frosted windows hide 
the mountain view. Nine minutes 
from smooth take-off, the doors slide 
open and a blast of frigid air numbs 
my nose. Over 200 feet clamber out of 
the tram like cattle. I can’t see a thing 
for the blinding wind and snow, but | 
can tell I’m missing something spec- 
tacular. I ride through the voluminous 
bowl half-blind and completely 
ecstatic. I won’t get to see much 
more, but it’s a reason to go back. 

Seeing Jay Kemmerer and his family 
and listening to tourists and locals 
describe why they love Jackson Hole, I 
decide I'm not reneging on my resolu- 
tion. It’s a big resort, sure. It's world- 
renowned, definitely. But McCollister 
and the Kemmerers have managed to 
Keep the small-town, respectful feel 1 
love about lesser-known resorts. 
Maybe it’s the fact that even in its class 
you can still find secrets from Jackson 
Hole to keep to yourself. But perhaps 
it’s more that the people respect those 
secrets, and they encourage you to find 
one for yourself. w 


While in Jackson (jacksonholecham- 
ber.com), Bobbi and Jay stayed at the 
Homewood Suites by Hilton (home- 
woodsuites!.hilton.com), complete 
with complimentary breakfast, in-room 
fireplace and Jacuzzi. Special thanks to 
Lori Hogan of Wyoming Tourism for 
coordinating the trip (wyoming- 
tourism. org). 
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Snow Rider has you covered this winter’ 


Visit Snow Rider at Snow Valley and you can find a great 
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You can even try our demos to find the perfect skis or 
snowboard before you buy! 


We also have a Junior Buy-back program so you can 


keep their gear fitting perfectly as they grow. 
Ask for more details in store. 


Show your Season Pass at Snow Rider and 
you'll get 15% Off, all season long! 


cell 


Hay . 
780.434.3991 


www.snowvalley.ab.ca 


119 St. off Whitemud Dr. 


Nii Ma? | OCCeweexnw (498 


yt Pat: 


Jasper Pages 


WE'RE BACK! 


TO GET AWAY! 


Nistled at the forest's edge’ within the town of Jasper, our location 
provides convenient actess to local amenities and the town centre. 
We offer a variety of accommodations from cozy cottages to spactous 
suites, featuring welcoming Rocky Mountain decor, luxurious duvets 
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RearHillLodge.com r 
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January 4- 17,2009 
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°2day Lifttickets for 2at Marmot Basia, 
Full buffet breakfast cach morning including alltaxes and mealgratuitics. 
* ©@ne $15 Dinners Food Credit. 
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Extra adults or children would apply Excludes All Holidays. 
Subject to availability. Applicable Sunday to Thursday only. 
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Great deals on accommodation and on the 
meuntain. Check our website for details. 
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‘a ountains made of words 


KEITH LIGGETT / keith! @vueweekly.com 


“underfoot — earth turns 


_ Streams and mountains never stay the 


same.” —Gary Snyder, "Endless 
Streams and Mountains” from Moun- 
tains and Rivers Without End 


eS y bookshelves hold a host of 
Ea mountain books. They run a 


. ‘broad gamut that reflects as 
much my years in the mountains as my 
life as a writer. A Climber's Guide to the 
Teton Range by Leigh Ortenburger (Sier- 
‘fa Club, San Francisco, 1965). A first edi- 
‘tion of Americans On Everest by James 
R Ullman (Lippencott, New York, 

964). A very battered Fifty Classic 
Climbs by Steve Roper and Allen Steck. 
Joe Simpson's Touching the Void and a 
couple following volumes. Of course Jon 
Krakauer's Into Thin Air and Into the 


LITERATURE 


Wild. Threé climbing guides to Joshua 
Tree. A couple more guides for the 
desert around Moab. All three of Fred 
Becky's Cascade Guide volumes from 
The Mountaineers. In all, there must be a 
couple feet of guides leading to the most 
Tecent two, the Guide to Stone Hill and 
Bouldering in Southem BC. 

The literature sits on a different 
shelf. Mixed with Barry Lopez, Bill Kit- 
tredge, and most recently Dick Dor- 
worth’s recent collection of essays, 
Night Driving: The Invention of the 
Wheel and Other Blues from First 
Ascent Press in Livingston. Where do 
you draw the line in mountain litera- 
ture? What is mountain literature? 

After Into Thin Air, Krakauer 


= 
= 
= 


became so concerned he would be 
pigeonholed, he wrote Under the Ban- 
ner of Heaven about the fundamental 
polygamous Mormons still clinging to 
the original tenets of the sect. 

Joe Simpson is a “mountaineering 
writer” who tells tales of his wild and 
always near-death encounters in the 
alpine. But after all these years and all 
these books, how in the world does 
he recruit a partner? “Hey, want to go 
for a climb? It will go wrong and I'll 
write a book about it. Most likely we'll 
both live: I can’t write it if | don’t live.” 
Sure. Sign me right up. 

Simpson is on the shortlist of folks | 
won't ski or climb with. Everyone on this 
list is jinxed. While travelling the paths 
others take without incident, these peo- 
ple—through mis-judgement or a mis- 
alignment of the Stars—always go epic. 
Maybe an avalanche. Or a massive rock 


fall. Or just a bad judgment that some- 
how leaves them hanging. I'll read from 
the comfort of my living room chair, but 
Not participate in their ventures. And 
seriously, I have a list. And after a few 
beers I share the list and why. 


TO ME, THE MOUNTAINS ARE not a test 


ground for epic adventures. They are 
unforgiving places we explore with some 
measure of caution. The more skilled we 
are, the further afield we go but still with 
respect for our minor standing next to 
these giants of life and literature 

The best of the literature explores this 
venture without bravado, in simple lan- 
guage that lets the reader make their 
own judgments. Just as there are likely 
legions who would jump at the chance 
to climb with Joe Simpson, there are 
those who decline tying into his ropes. 

One of the classics of all mountain 
literature is Snow Leopard by Peter 
Matthiessen. It’s the story of his 
search for the elusive snow leopard in 
the Himalayas and his parallel search 
for personal meaning in the journey. 

This is the essence of mountain 


writing and the essence of all the 
works on my shelves—from guide- 
books to the poetry of Gary Snyder 
The authors delineate a search for 
meaning in the mountains 

Inthe Teton guide Ortenburger 
mixes history with routes. The meaning 
is in the route itself. When you start up 
a big mountain, like the Grand Teton 
you st€p into an alternate existence 
Fundamentals become sharp, delineat- 
ed by knobs, cracks and the space 
below your toes. A reality of focus 
draws the world smaller around you 
while at the same time expanding the 
experience beyond the simple rock or 
Ic€ passed over on the route 

In much the same way, when you 
ski to your ability, fast, hard, letting 
the terrain dictate a spontaneous line, 
you take your connection to the 
mountain to a different level. The best 
mountain writing, such as Snow Leop- 
ard, takes both reader and author and 
pushes their boundaries in the same 
way We push in our own life 

We learn. We experience. And we 
push on. w 
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STAY AT THE ASTORIA, A FRIENDLY, FAMELY RUN 
ROTEL THAT CATERS TO ATHLETIC AND ADVEN- 
TUROUS PEOPLE. OUR RATES ARE MODEST, THE 
ROOMS ARE ATTRACTIVE WITH COMFORTABLE 
BEDS AND LOTS OF AMENITIES. 
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82% OF DUR CUSTOMERS AGREE: 


Skiing and partying in the mountains 


ADAM-SMITH / adam@vueweekly.com 
he party hats, noisemakers, 
| confetti and midnight kisses 
are the same everywhere. But 
sometimes the right destination can 
enhance a stale tradition. The Rockies 
are a good case in point. It’s taken 
years of personal sacrifice—mainly 
squandered finances and an abused 
liver—but I now have special insight 
into this phenomenon and an answer 
to the question, what's the attraction 
of spending New Year's inthe moun- 
tains? 

On the eve of the new year a frantic 
madness embraces many people. Like 
weddings, many build it up so much 
that they almost inevitably set them- 
selves up for disappointment. Really, 
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New Year's is an excuse to get pissed, 
make out with one or more people 
and generally do things we don't nor- 
mally do in places we don’t normally 
do them. For Edmontonians, that’s 
where the mountains come in—close 
enough to be in reach but far enough 
for the trip to be special and exotic. 
Aside from offering fantastic skiing 
and snowboarding, the mountains are 
also a nice backdrop for beer drinking 
and booty shaking. Banff and Jasper 
fill to overflowing. Hordes of people 
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SNOW ZONE 


take to the streets. The bars are 
packed and most places use a bottle 
of champagne and some plastic hats 
as an excuse to charge from $65 to 
well over $100. Tickets need to be 
bought in advance. 

However, in each town a couple 
bars usually cater to stragglers. As 
long as you can shoulder your way in 
these are often the more fun, eco- 
nomical options. New Year's is also a 
great time to take back the winter 
streets. Walking around, pub crawling 
or having a big fire at a tobogganing 
hill can often work out better than 
conventional partying. 


THE TONE IS slightly different in each 
town. Banff has gone cosmo. It’s got 
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clubs full of people fancied up for the 
evening with a splash of gangsta just 
to show that in spite of their apparent 
wealth they’re still from the street. 
The Aurora tops the A-list, while laid- 
back joints like the Rose and Crown 
exude a more authentic mountain 
town feel 

Lake Louise has Explorer’s Pub, the 
Grill and Bar and a couple of other 
places all in walking distance, plus 
you can go skating on the lake or play 
drunken shinny all night. At midnight, 
fireworks blast from a rock face over- 
looking the lake. 
pad is another crazy New 

's destination. Although it has 

grown malignantly for the last sev- 
eral years it still maintains its 
almost rural charm. With only a few 
pubs peppering the main drag, all 
you need to do is scan for crowds 
and you'll find the party pretty 
quick. Foosball is the word. 


| pa the closest option, has sev- 
eral standard bars but the Athabasca 


Hotel is a perennial favourite. “The 
Atha-B,” to those enamoured of it, is a 
Sweaty, beer-soaked standby that 
resides in an old brick building almost 
100 years old. 

Essentially, New Year's in the Rock- 
ies can be anything you want it to be. 
The city comes to the mountains so 
the bars are insane. The hills are 
packed but sometimes the crowds 
add to the festive, carnival atmos- 
phere. One common myth is that you 
have to book far ahead. Tickets are 
important for some parties but there 
are almost always hotel rooms avail- 
able. And the hotels don’t even hike 
up prices too badly. 

Yet despite proximity to the moun- 
tains, partying is confined primarily 
to the towns. My attempts to turn up 
night time riding options for New 
Year’s Eve 2008 drew a blank. 
Norquay kicks in after New Year's 
but as for night skiing anywhere in 
the Rockies to send off the year, it 
was ano go. v 


Rabbit Hill raises the bar 
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3 HART GOLBECK : 
hart @vueweekly.com 

This winter, Rabbit Hill is offering several 

new training programs and competitions 

aimed at skiers and boarders who want 

to ramp up their game before heading to 

the big show. 

For beginner skiers or boarders of all 
ages there are “Discover” packages that 
include equipment, instruction and an 
all-day lift ticket for $44 if you're skiing 
or $54 for first time boarders. If you are 
already at the intermediate level, les- 
sons to improve your skills are an addi- 
tional $15. 3 

At the terrain park there are several 
new happenings. For female boarders 
there's a special one-day clinic called 
"Pretty Good For A Girl.” This clinic for 


girls is taught by other girls and will run 
January 28. Space is limited so if you 
want to hone your skills, get on the resort 
web page and register. 

This year also ushers in a new 25-step 
rail set in the park. It's similar to what you 
would see in an urban setting competi- 
tion located on downtown stairways or 
near schools and there is no better way 
to christen it than with a competition 
series. The E-TOWN park competition will 
take place on January 17, February 8 and 
February 28. This is a great event to com- 
pete in or just come and catch some 
tricks and cheer them on. 

As well, from February 14 — March 
14, Rabbit Hill staff will be filming 
your best trick on request. Sponsored 
by SOLID Skateboard and Snowboard 
Shop, the entire season's footage will 
be judged to determine a best trick 
winner. For details on all the above, go 
to rabbithill.com. w 
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CONDITIONS REPORT 


Local 

Rabbit Hill — 60cm base. 5 lifts and 6 runs open. 

Saew Valley — 60cm base. Ail lifts and most runs now open. 
San Ridge — 40cm base, no new snow. 6 lifts and 12 runs open. 
Edmonton Ski Clab — Open. 


Alberta 

Canada Olympic Park — 60cm base. 6 lifts and $ runs open. 

Castle Mountain — 61-175cm base, 10cm of sew snow. 

Lake Louise — 113-144cm base, 3cm of new snow. 9 lift and 118 runs open. 
Marmot Basin — 69cm base, 15cm of new snow. All lifts and 56 runs open. 
Mt. Norquay — 85cm base, 9cm of new snow. All lifts and 26 runs open. 
Wakiska — 18-64cm base, 24cm of new snow. All lifts and 25 runs open. 


Sunshine Village — 118cm base, 26cm of new snow. 11 lifts and 94 runs open. 


Tawatinaw — 4 lifts and 24 runs open. 


B.C. 

Apax — 125cm base, 34cm of new snow. All lifts and 64 runs open. 

} Big White — 13cm base, 47¢m of new snow. 13 lifts and 77 runs open. 

. Feria — 99-104cm base, 13cm of new snow. 8 lifts and 70 runs open. 

|} Kicking Horse — 109cm base, 19cm of new snow. 

| Kimberley — 63cm base, 28cm of new snow. 50 runs open. 

| Mt Washington — 75cm base, 23cm of new snow. 3 lifts and 34 runs open. 


Panorama — 33-62cm base, 7em of new snow. All lifts and 84 runs opan. 
Powder King — 125-160cm base, 57cm of new snow. 

Red Mountain — 90cm base, 20cm of new snow. 72 runs open. 

Revelsteke — 10 1cm base, 18cm of new snow. 

| Silver Star — 115-150cm base, 85cm of new snow. 12 lifts and 108 runs open. 
San Peaks — 80-105cm base, 27cm of new snow. All lifts and 115 runs open. 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — 100cm base, 19cm of new snow. 

White Water — 110cm base, 39cm of new snow. 


U.S.A. 

49 Worth — 147-175cm base, 15cm of new snow. 5 lifts and 67 runs open. 
Big Sky — 94-140cm base, Scm of new snow. 

Crystal Mountain — 135cm base. 8 lifts and 45 runs open. 

Great Divide — Glem base. 4 lifts and 80 runs open. 

Lookout Pass — 137-190cm base, 35cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
| Mt. Spokane — 114-127cm base, 13cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Schweitzer Mt. — 140-160cm. 10 lifts and 82 runs open. 

Silver Mt Resort — 101-140cm base. 6 lifts and 63 runs open. 

San Valley — 104-127cm base. 10 lifts and 88 runs open. 


All conditions accurate as of Dec 29, 2008. 
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§ Slopeside- hangover cures 


SKI TIPS 


S BOBS! BARBARICH 
bobhi@weweekly.com 


After a hard day of riding, the adrena- 
line drunk is a feeling we don’t want to 
let go. So we head to the pub with 
sparkling eyes, racing heart and 
exhausted muscles, intent on reliving 
our favourite moments of the day over 
one, if not half a dozen, pints. It's the 
only way to hold onto that exhilarating 
rush but it comes with an unfortunate 
side-effect: deadly hangovers. 

You wake up—if you went to bed— 
with a brick for your brain. It’s what 
you've been hit with and it’s also how 
well you think. And it'll kill your day if you 
don't nip it in the ass before you get on 
the chair. 

Your first option is prevention. For 
every drink, have a glass of water. Or ask 
for your highballs in pint glasses, filling 
out the volume with soda water. The 
biggest hangover pain is due to dehydra- 
tion. Staying hydrated while you drink 
stops the soul-sucking dryness from set- 


ting in. Drink a couple cups before you go 
to bed, too. You'll pee a lot but you'll also 
dilute the aleohol. 

Alcohol metabelism cannot be rushed, 
which is why you often feel OK when you 
first wake up but you're kissing the tower 
crash pad around 2 pm. Don't stay for last 
call. The more sleep you can manage, the 
more time alcohol has to work through 
your system. But if prevention isn’t on your 
mind as you regale your buddies with a 
story even Pinocchio wouldn't tell, you still 
have a few options in the moming. 

Start rehydrating immediately. Drink 
water, sport drinks and fruit juice. Avoid 
caffeine despite its magnetic pull. You 
need to replenish water, electrolytes and 
vitamins lost last night in your pee. Caf- 
feine does the exact opposite by increas- 
ing urination. Wait till the afternoon for 
your java jolt. 

Eat salty foods to retain water, but 
avoid the grease craving—poutine and 
burgers, no matter how persuasive, liter- 
ally bring your digestive abilities and 
energy levels to a screeching halt. 

Instead, drink a Caesar. The hair of the 
dog may bite, but while your blood deals 
with yet another shot of alcohol, it for- 
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Want to make good 
on your resolution? 


Are you tired of being a mediocre skier or boarder? Do you 
want to improve your game? Many of the ski resorts are 
offering tailor-made instructional clinics just for your 


mere 
gets about the old stuff. There are also 
electrolytes and vitamins in the juice, not 


to mention all-important water. 


ANOTHER WAY TO BURST the peaiver 
bubble is to alternate the cold and hot 
water in the shower. This will perk you up 
but the effects are temporary. You can 
continue this while on the hill: whenever 
you head into the chalet to drain all the 
water you've been drinking, wash your 
face with really hot water. Another 
option, whether you deserve them or not, 
is to have your friends give you a few 
face washes throughout the day. 

But by far the best way to get rid of a 
hangover is to get some heart-pounding, 
muscle-murdering exercise. Go for a hike. 
Earn your turns. The more you sweat the 
quicker you will metabolize the alcohol 
left in your body. The endorphins you 
release with exercise are natural 
painkillers, easing the alcohol-induced 
aches wreaking havoc on your fun. 

Whether you decide to avoid the 
inevitable or bandage your bruises, with a 
few attempts your hangover will be as 
fictitious as that cliff you dropped when 
no one was looking. w 


Chix on Stix, 


needs. At Marmot Basin, the hill has a “Progression Ses- 
sion” for terrain park riders. This can be either for begin- 
ners to learn the basics or advanced boarders looking to 
grab air, spin and ride mountain freestyle. 


Receive discounts on accommodation too! 
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THE CHEAPEST LIFT 
TICKETS ARE AT COSTCO 


At Fernie there are “Steep & Deep” camps for adven- 
ture-seeking powderhounds. Panorama has “Diamond Cut- 
ter" camps for intermediate and advanced skiers and 
“Teen Extreme” camps for accomplished skiers and board- 
ers to advance their skills in the terrain park or along the 
many challenging runs around the mountain. 

Another unique program at Panorama is the “Intro to 
Heli-Skiing.” There are locations at Panorama that are simi- 
lar to the real thing and experienced guides will take you 
there and show you what the real experience may be like. 

Sunshine Village has specific camps for steeps, powder, 
bumps and trees, and if you're really feeling it there's 
“Delirium Sundays” which is specifically for those of you 
who do not have the required partner willing to take the 
dive. Sunshine provides a buddy for you along with all the 
other safety requirements, Sunshine also has an Adaptive 
Ski Program as well. This is specifically designed to enable 
people with disabilities to get out and challenge the slopes. 

Locally, Phoenix Gymnastics is offering a new program 
that might get you to the next level. Three days a week 


the gym has drop-in sessions where you get to strap on” 


some boots and a board, hop on a trampoline and start 


getting the feeling of spinning and flipping. It's not the — 


real thing but it helps you understand some of the motions 
tequired to land your next trick. w 


SNOW ZONE 


Babes on Boards 


Many of the bigger ski resorts are starting to offer gender spe- 
cific training for ski and snowboard lessons. Specifically, 
women’s programs are starting to pop up with the objective of 
getting them to the next level. Lake Louise has a ladies pro- 
gram every Thursday starting on January 8. This is ideal for 
Calgary residents because it includes bus venegaranat to 
and from the city. 

At Panorama, the resort is still offering the original ba $ 
on Sticks” program and has now expanded to include “Babes 
on Boards” as well. It too runs every Thursday afternoon, mak- 
ing it difficult for Edmontonians to attend. | think your 
is the Roxy women's “Leam to Ski or Ride” camps at Whistler 
Blackcomb. These two-day camps are designed to he 
get started in the sport or advance your riding up ‘ 
if you already know the basics. 

Mornings start with coffee, m 
in a comfortable environment. From | 
idea of your abiliti ey plot yo 


~ 

—* 
‘wm 
0 
sate 


4 


FIRST NATIONS 
ARTIST AT HEART 
SONGWRITERS CIRCLE 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Hope springs eternal 


Norquest program teaches how to see the glass half-full 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
€'ve all met that person who, no matter 
Wi happens, can see themselves 
through the tough times, who always 
looks forward to the good times ; 

In her 32-year nursing career, Gail Burns has 
met plenty. Working in acute, palliative and inten- 
sive care over the years, she was intrigued by peo- 
ple who were more resilient than others to the 
serious health issues they faced 

She was able to dig deeper into hope theories 
when Norquest College began developing its Hope 
Studies Certificate 

“When | first started studying hope, I didn't real- 
ize that there was as much out there as there is Up 
until about 10 years ago, mostly what was studied 
was hopelessness, because people thought that it 
was almost like a psychiatric illness, or a lack of 
coping, if people were hopeless, that somehow we 
were all just supposed to have hope,” says Burns, 
who now heads the program. “What I've learned 
since is that there are ways that we can learn 
strategies and ways of building our hope, even in 
good times, so that when bad things happen to us, 
then we can look at those resources and we can 
increase our hope.” 

Developed in collaboration with the Hope Foun- 
dation of Alberta, the idea behind the program was 
to provide additional support to students and pro 
fessionals in the healing vocations, from nursing to 
social work. But since it began over three years 
ago, the course has grown and attracted students 
with different backgrounds, from those dealing 
with a serious illness in the family to employment 
officers 

“| think it depends more on the times of their life 
and if it’s a topic that they are at a place in their life 
that they are interested in it,” Burns says. “So they 
are applying it directly to work and others are tak- 
ing it for very personal reasons. And so then it 
ends up being everyone and anyone.” 


DELIVERED IN THREE COURSES, students took at 


several hope theories, of which there are many. As 
a whole, the program is very collaborative, with 
discussions around where people find hope and 
how they fend of hopelessness in their practices 
and their lives. 

In the first course, students talk about their own 
experiences with hope, drawing on the common 
threads that make for a more positive existence 

“It's things like looking for hope, using humour 
and just generally speaking in more hopeful terms. 
There are different words that one can use that are 
more hopeful. Gathering around people that make 
you hopeful, so realizing where your resources lie,” 
Burns explains. “A lot of this is not really new, it’s 
just that it’s a different perspective, and it can be 
very, very empowering.” 

The second course digs into hopelessness and 
being able to identify the triggers that lead to feel- 
ings of despair. Students also learn strategies for 
talking to others about seeing things more posi 
tively. 

The third course focuses on putting all of these 
ideas into practice, whether they are working with 
patients or whether they are simply looking for 
ways to find the glass half full in their own lives 
Students are encouraged to build up support net- 
works at home and at work to help them through 
the difficulties that are a part of any existence 

“It’s kind of like peeling back layers of an onion, 
making all of these connections,” Burns says. “It’s 
hard to go back and look at life the same way, once 
you realize you have some control.” ’ 


WITH THE PROGRAM'S GROWTH, Norquest has 
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looked at different ways to deliver it. There is tall 
about creating an intensive retreat and work has 
begun on a for-credit university transfer vers 
which will be embedded into Norquest’s 
health and human services programs and, hopeful- 
ly, its policing program 

“When you think about it, just the resilience you 
need to work in any ol these areas, one 
well grounded in their hope, as well as be a 
of hope for other people, and it makes sense in 
nursing and social work,” she says. “There's lots of 
areas that it’s going to integrate. We're excited 
about that, because to our knowledge, there really 
isn't any other program that will embed this kind of 
material right into the program 

Instructors have also taken the program on road 
to some of Edmonton's surrounding areas, and the 
first online version has just been completed 

Because the courses are highly interactive and 
discussions touch on some very personal matters 
Burns and her colleagues weren't sure that online 
delivery would work 

“People are still very excited about the material 
and the course and seem to be developing the 
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same sort of close relationships, even though they 
have never met face-to-face, which is really excit- 
ing for us, because there are a lot of people that 
have been interested in the course and haven't 


been able to either come to Edmonton to our cam- 
pus or have us come out,” she says. “Once it’s eval- 
uated, we will offer it on a regular basis online. But 
it will be paced, in that it’s within certain timelines 
so you have-to do certain things each week, and it 
will be the same cohort of students—so that you 
build up that kind of rapport.” 

Burns says she isn’t surprised that the program 
has been well received. What she is surprised 
about, though, is the magnitude if its appeal 
including calls from institutions the US. 

When you think about it, however; we could all 
use a little more hopefulness in our lives 

“tt can be of interest to.just about anyone, and it 
does not mean that you have to have any kind of 
medical background,” she says. “We can choose 
hope. We can choose to look al things from a 
hopeful perspective, rather than a negative one.” v 


For more info on the Hope Studies Certificate, visit 
norquest.ca. 
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Making the connection for First Nations colleges 


First Nations Information Connection links First Nation 
library collections to level the education playing field 


KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina @veeweekly.com 
or students in most post-sec- 
Pent institutions, the ability to 
access a wide array of electronic 
resources from a web-based library 
catalogue is not only a piece of cake, 
but something that’s often taken for 
granted. It is also an opportunity that 
students at First Nations colleges in 
Alberta did not have—until recently. 

This past November, the University 
of Alberta Libraries (UAL) officially 
launched the First Nations Informa- 
tion Connection (FNIC), an Integrated 
Library System network that connects 
the libraries of six First Nations col- 
leges across the province, allowing 
students and faculty staff to view 
electronic resources held not only in 
their own college libraries but those 
found in any of the other participating 
colleges as well 

Combined with the libraries’ own 
collections, the web-based catalogue 
contains millions of Aboriginal-relat- 
ed web resources including those in 
the form of eBooks, videos, photo- 
graphs and government documents, 
as well as full access to the Lois Hole 
Campus Alberta Digital Library 
(LHACDL), a collection of electronic 
resources licensed to post-secondary 
institutions in Alberta 

The FNIC project began two years 
ago when the LHACDL, an initiative 
started by the government of Alberta, 
was being developed. At the time, 
First Nations colleges did not have full 
access to the LHACDL. 

"There was a really strong desire to 
bring in the First Nations colleges to 
that project, but (the developers] real- 
ized that [the colleges} would need 
some technological infrastructure to 
be able to participate and to access 
the resources because most of them 
didn't have a web presence or a larger 
website,” recalls Anne Carr-Wiggin, a 
University of Alberta Libraries acting 
public service manager 

The individual needs of each of the 
participating libraries were first 
assessed before the nécessary hard- 
ware was installed and resources 
were loaded onto an online database. 
Carr-Wiggin brings up one particular 
college, Maskwachees Cultural Col- 
lege in Hobbema, which did not have 
a library catalogue to begin with. Stu- 
dents there photocopied the thou- 
sands of books that their library had 
before sending them to the University 
of Alberta to be catalogued and 
moved into a database 

In addition to Maskwachees Cul- 
ture College, the program participants 
include Aboriginal Resource Centre / 
Nechi Training, Research and Health 
Promotions Institute, Blue Quills First 
Nations College, Old Sun Community 
College, Red Crow Community Col- 
lege and Yellowhead Tribal College 

Emie Ingles, vice-provost and chief 
librarian at the University of Alberta, 
says that one of the main advantages 
that the FNIC has given to First 
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Nations colleges is providing access 
to the same digital resources that stu- 
dents in other colleges in the province 
already have access to, 

“Up until now, [First Nations col- 
leges] were reliant on their own print 
collections, which were very uneven 
and in some cases not up-to-date, or 
were irrelevant even to the curricu- 
lum that they were teaching. Bul now 
they have collections that are ade- 
quate ... in almost every disciplinary 
area," Ingles points out. 


KIRK MACLEOD, a librarian at the Abo- 


riginal Resource Centre, has nothing 
but good things to say about the FNIC. 
While his library was one of the few 
First Nations libraries that had an 
online catalogue, it was relatively 
inaccessible 

“My catalogue was on my personal 
computer in the library, so if I turned 
my computer off, the catalogue was 
not reachable,” notes MacLeod. 
“What's nice about being part of the 
consortium is that if my computer 
crashes, that’s fine. The catalogue is 
still [there].” 

Before users had access to the 
FNIC, MacLeod would often close his 
one-person library and make the trek 
over to the University of Alberta to 
complete research projects when he 
was required to search for resources 
that were not available at his own 
library. Not surprisingly, then, 
MacLeod understands just what stu- 
dents with limited access to informa- 
tion go through. 

“The big thing for a lot of students 
is that research is, uh, tricky, if you 
have to physically go around to 
places,” MacLeod says with a chuckle 
“If you're doing stuff at two in the 
morning, [the FNIC] is here. For my 
patron, specifically, at Nechi Institute, 
they send teachers to reserves all over 
the country like way up North, East 
Coast, West Coast, everywhere. So the 
fact that they can access this every- 
where is great for faculty as well.” 


WHILE THE MAIN GOAL of the FNic is 


to level the education playing field for 
First Nations students, an additional 
advantage to the network is that stu- 
dents who plan to continue their stud- 
ies at bigger institutions will have an 
easier time with the transition in 
terms of research knowledge. 

“The transition for [students] would 
be somewhat less traumatic because 
at least then they would have had 
experience using these resources in 
their own college. So when they get 
into another college or university, 
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they have one less thing to familiarize © 


themselves with,” says Ingles. 

“A student moving from Red Crow 
Community College to the University 
of Lethbridge would find exactly the 
same information resources and the 
same way of using the catalogues ... 
whereas before, it was a huge leap 
from [having] very few resources to- 
well, when you see the list on this 
webpage-it's frightening,” adds 
Carr-Wiggin. 

University of Alberta Libraries staff 
have provided training to library staff 
in the participating colleges to teach 
them how to navigate the FNIC. The 
two groups will also continue to col- 
laborate on deciding what Aboriginal- 
related materials are to be added to 
the information network. 

Alison Faid, Special Assistant to 
the Chair at the LHCADL points out 
that the Integrated Library System 
software installed in the libraries will 
allow library staff in the First Nations 
colleges to have a good grasp on 
how to use the kind of technology 
that others working in the same field 
are using. 

“One of the advantages for the 
library staff in the colleges is that 
they're now working at the same level 
and in the same way that other 
libraries work across North America,” 
says Faid. “|The Integrated Library 
System] is the same that the [Univer- 
sity of Alberta] uses. In fact, [the First 
Nations colleges] have a more updat- 
ed version than we do.” 

The FNIC has also aided in provid- 
ing a sense of community between 
First Nations colleges in the 
province. Before the initiative had 
come into existence, there had been 


little communication between staff in 
the institutions. The college library 
staffs, by attending conferences to 
develop and improve their library 
practices, were able to come togeth- 
er for the first time. 

“With a lot of First Nations organ- 
izations throughout the province, 
often you don’t know [anybody]—I 
mean Yellowhead Tribal College is 
only about a 10-minute bus ride 
from my library [but I’ve] never been 
there before in my life and vice 
versa. They'd never been over to 
mine, either,” MacLeod admits. “So 
just to get to know each other was 
hugely useful.” 

The FNIC initiative has led some of 
the program participants, including 
Aboriginal Resources Centre and Yel- 
lowhead Tribal College, to begin col- 
laborating on creating inter-library 
loans. With participating colleges run- 
ning on small budgets, Faid points out 
that inter-library loans would not only 
allow more ease at finding resources 
that are difficult to find elsewhere, but 
would also be a strategic tool in 
allowing colleges to first check what 
other libraries have in their cata- 
logues as a way of preventing the pur- 
chase of duplicate materials. 

Ingles points out that although 
staff across various colleges may 
have different levels of expertise 
when it comes to library knowledge 
and practices, the FNIC will allow 
them to work together and learn 
from each other. 

“Familiarity can breed contempt 
but it can also bring a lot of positive 
things,” Ingles laughs. “By knowing 
each other, they can pick up the 
phone or, they can email each other, 
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and say, ‘Well, what are you doing 
about this?’ It’s just building com- 
munity. I guess that’s what we're 
trying to do.” 

Having an Aboriginal- poieted 
library system like the FNIC not only 
benefits faculty members and stu- 
dents in the participating colleges but 
also Aboriginal communities. In addi- 
tion to scholarly materials, the FNIC 
includes non-academic resources 
concerning topics such as health care 
and careers. 

“There's things like the Canada 
Food Guide but geared to traditional, 
Aboriginal foods so instead of talking 
about bread, they'll talk about ban- 
nock,” says Faid. 

One of the interesting things | was 
able to see when I was being shown 
the FNIC information portal was a 
website on how to say the six seasons 
in Woodland Cree. Complete with 
audio and animated pictures, it’s the 
kind of site that would be a great tool 
for anyone trying to find a simple way 
to learn a new language. 

"The [libraries] on the First Nations 
colleges tend to be their whole com- 
munity’s public library because they 
don’t have public libraries on their 
own reserves,” says Faid, who 
explains that as long as a non-stu- 
dent is physically in the college 
library, with the permission of the 
college he or she can access the Lois 
Hole Digital Library. J 

“| think it just goes back to the old 
adage that a more informed commu- 
nity is a better community,” agrees 
Ingles. “These resources will just add 
to the ability of that community to 
inform itself on a whole range of 
issues." W 
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Getting to the heart of the matter 


Artist at Heart drop-in classes bring beginners and 
professionals together to explore the joy of making art 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 
df I: m trying to get people to 
understand that art isn’t scary,” 
Says visual artist Julie Kalden- 
hoven, “that artists are human 
beings, not alien creatures who have 
some special knowledge reserved 
only for them. No, I'm serious! 
Sometimes, that’s what people 
believe. They’re afraid to go to an art 
gallery because they think it’s all 
snooty, and that you have to know a 
lot already. But you don’t.” 

Kaldenhoven is anything but 
snooty as she talks about the drop-in 
art classes she teaches at Profiles 
Public Art Gallery, where her goal is to 
initiate the intimidated by demystify- 
ing the art world. 

It's a class for anybody who's ever 
been curious about the way art is cre- 
ated. Her students, who hail from a 
variety of backgrounds, come to sip 
tea while they chat, take a tour of the 
gallery and learn how to create a 
work of art based on the gallery dis- 
play—all in an informal, relaxed envi- 
ronment. 

When she first started teaching her 
drop-in classes, called Artist at 
Heart, it was because she wanted to 
get students to loosen up, relax and 
create a unique work of art. Based on 
her previous teaching experience in 
drawing and painting, Kaldenhoven 
noticed that students often had pre- 
conceived notions about art, rigid 
ideas that interfered with their cre- 
ative imaginations. 

By focusing on her adult students’ 
individual skill levels, she makes sure 
that « every student leaves the class 
with something to take home, and 

often like their creation so much 
fe t it on display or give itasa 
ao Started teaching the 
a couple of years ago after a 
conversation she had one afternoon 
while working in a St Albert gallery. A 
woman walked in and confided to 
Kaldenhoven that she was looking for 
art classes, but that she honestly had 
no idea what she was looking for. 

When Kaldenhoven suggested that 
the woman take one of the weekly 
drop-in classes at what was then the 
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Edmonton Art Gallery, which covered 
everything from drawing to painting 
to sculpture, the visitor asked if there 
was anything like that in St Albert. 

“First, I told her ‘No,’ but then a 
light bulb went off over my head and I 
thought: ‘Perfect! Perfect!’” she says 
enthusiastically. 

Kaldenhoven immediately approached 
the people at Profiles Public Art Gallery in 
St Albert about offering some classes 
there. “They already had a space down- 
stairs where they hold classes for kids,” 
she explains. “So they were pretty enthu- 
siastic. They said they’d try it for six class- 
€s—and it's just kept on going and going 
ever since. 

“We initially thought of it as a class 
for beginners,” she says, but adds that 
once word spread, a wide variety of 
people began to show up. Pretty soon, 
she had absolute beginners working 
side by side with professionals. 

At first, she was surprised to see 
established artists coming in, but she 
explains that they were interested in 
certain techniques and mediums she 
was teaching, and wanted to learn 
more before investing in new materi- 
als. 

“Established artists usually work 
only in one medium,” she says, “and 
they don’t necessarily branch out and 
try other things, so this is an opportu- 
nity for them to experiment with new 
ideas and materials." 

Along with beginners and profes- 

sionals, people with visual art training 
also started showing up, hoping 
Kaldenhoven could help them get 
their creative energy flowing again 
after a long hiatus from art. 
"I've had people come that had been 
to art school years ago and hadn't 
done anything with it. They just want- 
ed to get back into doing art,” she 
explains. “So yeah, it’s been.a good 
cross section of people coming in to 
the classes.” 


As for her beginner level students, 
Artist at Heart is an easy introduction 
to materials and mediums, styles and 
techniques, and the classes cover the 
same basics that they'd find in other, 
more technical classes. 

She explains that her course is 
more about the experience of creating 
art rather than just the final product. 

“It's about process more than it is 
about the results,” she says. “I mean I 
try to encourage both, because a lot 
of people, especially beginners want 


The gateway to accounting 


to have something that they can have 
and hold. But it’s the process that’s 
the most important thing and that’s 
what I'm trying to come across with.” 


AS | WALK into Profiles Gallery for my 
first class on a Thursday evening in 
mid-October, a painting fills the wall 
in front of me with bright autumn 
colours—its layers, textures and pat- 
terns jumping out at me. | look at it 
for a moment longingly, wishing I'd 
painted it. 


I'd love to linger and look arounc 
more, but head downstairs where 
Kaldenhoven is in a little studio sur- 
rounded by stacks of art supplies— 
papers with different textures, frames 
and canvasses, paint and a stack o! 
trays 

She's sitting at a table, dipping little 
paper towel squares into various 
coloured paints that she’s splattered 
on a tray. Then she applies the wet 
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Make them a circle they can’t refuse 


Monthly singer-songwriter circle helps local musicians learn the art of the rewrite 


BRYAN SAUNDERS / bryansaunders@vueweekly.com 


ongwriting, Rob Heath 
explains, is a craft. And, he 
adds, one that’s alive and well 


in this fair city. 

Heath would never admit it him- 
self—he's much too humble of a 
man—but his fellow musicians will be 


=| SONGWRITER 
CIRCLE 


quick to tell you that Edmonton's 
songwriting scene owes much of its 


vibrancy to Heath's generosity of spir- 
it. Once a month, Heath opens up the 
doors of his downtown apartment 
and gives the city’s singer-songwriters 
a venue where they can connect, 
workshop and teach each other the 
tricks of the trade. 

“I’m a little bit afraid of what’s 
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» Financial Assistance May Be 
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going to happen tonight,” Heath 
laughs, explaining that, lately, atten- 
dance at his singer-songwriter circle 
has been at an all-time high. 

“Last time around we had 21 peo- 
ple, and that was just way too many 
because it starts around 7:30 and it 
went until 11:30. So, I dunno ... if we 
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get more than 21, I can see ourselves 
trying to prop our eyes open at four 
o'clock in the morning.” 

He pauses for a moment, and then 
Shrugs. If more than 21 songwriters 
show up, he pronounces, the circle 
will just keep on going until everyone 
is finished. Or, he chuckles, until peo- 
ple don’t want to do it anymore. 

“We want to give everybody an 
equal chance,” he emphasizes. 
"Everybody has an equal voice here: 
there’s no moderator. I mean, I have 
the egg timer that says your 10 min- 
utes is up, but, really, everybody has 
an equal voice, and my voice probably 
isn’t even the most knowledgeable 
voice in that crowd.” 

That's a pretty strong declaration, 
considering the decades of song- 
writing experience Heath has tucked 
under his belt. Of course, that does- 
n't even take into account the man- 
tle of awards that he’s won over the 
years. Putting him in the company of 
such legends as Lyle Lovett and 
Lucinda Williams, Heath won the 
prestigious Kerrville New Folk 
Award in 2003 for two of his songs, 
one entitled “When Big Boys Cry” 
and another one called “What Jenny 
Draws.” As always, though, Heath is 
quick to shine the limelight on oth- 
ers, and notes that he couldn’t have 
won that award without all the feed- 
back and support that he’s received 
from other singer-songwriters. 

“| wrote ‘When Big Boys Cry’ with 
Nicki Berns in 1994. And the song 
‘What Jenny Draws,’ I wrote by 
myself, but | probably have at least 
30 complete rewrites of that song. 
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And a lot of those rewrites were the 
result of input I got from my—from 
our—songwriter’s circle.” 

It seems that Heath can’t say 
enough about the importance of 
rewriting. He brings the subject up 
again and again, and, at one point, 
mentions a quote by Mario Puzo, the 
author of The Godfather, that has 
always stuck with him: 

“They asked him in an interview 
what he thought the secret to his suc- 
cess was, and he said, ‘Rewriting.’ He 
said he took the first version of The 
Godfather, threw it in the garbage, and 
rewrote the whole thing!” 

This holds true for songwriting as 
well, Heath points out. When you've 
only got 150 words with which to tell 
a story, he wonders, why would you 
want to waste one on something 
that’s not going to help the storyline 
or help advance your ideas? 

“So rewriting is really important,” 
he says, “And 
this songwriter's 
circle is really 
good for that. If 
there's a really 
major flaw in 
your song, usu- 
ally they'll pick 
it up quite 
quickly, and 
there will be 
more than one 
person who 
agrees [with the 
criticism.] That's 
when you know 
that ‘OK, this 
isn’t working.’”” 


AT THIS, some- 
one rings the 
buzzer to 
Heath’s apart- 
ment. Seconds 
later, the buzzer 
rings again. And again. Soon, Heath’s 
living room is filled with musicians; 
instruments of all shapes and sizes 
cover the floor. As the night goes on, 
songs will be played on piano, guitar, 
ukulele and ... is that a ... zither? 

It is. And just as there is no end to 
the diversity of instruments, it seems 
that there is no limit to the genres of 
music played at the singer-songwriter 
circle: folk, blues, indie, country, 
Celtic, African ... 

“1 call it Latin jazz,” a man named 


Jay Willis tells me, when asked to | 


describe his music. The 54-year-old 
has been coming to the singer-song- 
writer circle for three years now, and 
reckons he's workshopped at least 20 
songs in that time. Willis laughingly 
confesses that he’s probably as close 
as the group has to a Simon Cowell, 
though he’s not nearly as mean. 
Nobody here is, he notes. 

“I've been to a few songwriting cir- 
cles where it’s critical and judgmental 
and nasty, but that’s not here,” he 
smiles, “You won't find that here at all. 

"Generally speaking, the attitude is 
one of ‘How can we help this person 
achieve what they want to achieve 
with this song?’ You want to help 
them get to where they want to go.” 

The singer-songwriter circle, 
Willis continues, is great, because 
it’s a way of getting feedback that. 
one wouldn't necessarily be able to 
get anywhere else. 

“There's a really interesting ns 


that happens, and that is that every 
time in this process that I’ve had 
somebody here saying something 
_about a particular word or phrase that 
I laboured over and I’m like, ‘Oh no! 
Not that one! Don’t go after that one!’ 

- €very time, there's something 
wrong with it.” 

Willis adds that, surprisingly, he 
often ends up learning something 
from a musician much younger than 
himself. 

“I really have the sense that people 
now in their 20s ... they really draw 
from a much more deeper pool of 
songs than | ever did. So, you will get 
people coming in here who are just 
turning 20 who have studied show 
tunes, who have studied musical the- 


* atre, who have come from Grant 


MacEwan, have done a jazz pro- 
gram, and who have studied all the 
popular music since World War II, 
and I have to be really careful 
because every 
once in a while 
a young person 
will come in 
who will just 
blow your 
doors off.” 

Funnily 
enough, the 
admiration of 
18-year-old 
Patrick Dunn 
flows in the 
opposite direc- 
tion: 

"This is per- 
fect because all 
these people 
are trained 
musicians who 
know what 
they're talking 
about, who've 
been doing it 
for years. Com- 
pared to somebody like me, who's 


been playing guitar for a year and 


three months, it’s pretty handy—and 
these are some pretty big names here 
too,” Dunn beams. 

The University of Alberta art stu- 
dent has only just recently started 
coming to the songwriter's circle, but 
already he loves it. 

“It's like a fix for the writer's block,” 
Dunn explains. “When you just have 
no more perspective and you're 
killing yourself for ideas, you have 
this wealth of all these other people 
who are full of different ideas that—of 
course, having different experience— 
you would never think of. 

“Like, at a certain point in my 
song,” Dunn continues, “There was a 
part where | just sort of let it ring for a 
bit and then I just jumped right back 
in, and they sort of mentioned ‘Hey, 
what would happen if you let that stay 
longer?’ And I tried it, and it was per- 
fect. It just fit better.” 

Dunn’s advice to other musicians 
thinking about coming to the singer- 
songwriter circle is perhaps unsur- 
prising then: 

“Do it.” he proclaims. “Don’t hesi- 
tate; just go. ‘Cause it’s definitely 
worth it and it’s a gooooood experi- 
ence!” vw 


Rob Heath’s singer-songwriter circle 
meets the first Monday of every month. 
For more information, contact Rob 
Heath via his website: robheath.com. 
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part-time study? 


Adult & Continuing Education (CACE) 
780.492.7237 * email: adulted@ualberta.ca 


The CACE program is designed to meet the growing need for 
formal education and training by developing and enriching the 
knowledge and level of competence of those practicing in the 
field of adult education. 


Business Certificates 
780.492.3027 * email: busprog@ualberta.ca 


Today's world of work is a complex place. Keeping up with the pace 
of change requires a sense of perspective, an understanding of 

how everything fits together. You also need the tools to manage 

your own destiny. 


Invest some time in your future. Our certificates, citations, seminars 
and workshops can help you achieve your goals — whether you want 
to manage your own investment portfolio, build a better resumé 
or increase your value and influence on the job. 


* Management Development Certificate 

* Management Development Certificate for Police Services 

* Human Resources Management Certificate 

* Information Technology Management Certificate 

* Security Management Certificate 
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780.492.5532 © email: est@ualberta.ca 


ener effective administrator of construction projects 
in a wide range of sectors in the economy. Whether you work 
in construction, design, project management, manufacturing 
and supply, development or real estate, you will benefit from 
this application of administrative and technical concepts, 

principles and practices to your role in the construction field. 
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© 780.492.7438 
email: elpinfo@ualberta.ca 


Discover a whole new world by studying English at the 
University of Alberta, from English basics to pronunciation 
enhancement to university-level English. Small class size 
means you get lots of opportunity to practice with students 
from around the world. Both intensive day and part-time 
evening courses are offered year-round. 
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This program explores the critical ideas and developments 
that affect your organization's environmental performance. 
The ERM program examines several areas, including: air, 
water and soil processes, environmental monitoring, 
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Fine Arts 
780.492.3093 » 780.492.2408 
email: liberalstudies@ualberta.ca 


Develop your creative expression with a solid grounding 
in the fundamentals of art through our Fine Arts Certificate. 
Offering studio instruction with professional artists, critique 
and practice, the program helps you build a portfolio 

reflective of your artistic vision and mastery. Courses can 
be taken for general interest as well as for certificate credit. 


Government Studies 
780.492.5052 ¢ Toll Free 1.877.686.4625 
email: govstudy@govsource.net 


Local Government Certificate 


Integrate theory and practice to better understand local 
government administration. Distance delivery with online 
components offers flexibility as well as personal contact 
with the instructor and other students. 


Applied Land Use Planning Certificate (ALUP) 


The ALUP Certificate gives you a solid understanding 
of the fundamentals of the Alberta planning environment, 
including legislation, policy and technical issues. 


information Access and Protection 
of Privacy Certificate (APP) 


!APP focuses on the ideas, structures and processes that 
define appropriate administration of access and privacy 
legislation at a municipal, provincial and federal level in 
Canada. The program aims to develop and enhance 
Managerial leadership in the access and privacy field. 
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Spanish Language Certificate 

Whether you plan to vacation or to do business in 
Spanish-speaking countries, our Spanish Language 
Certificate Program opens up a world of opportunities. 
Learn Spanish in intimate classes formatted In short 


modules that let you begin at whatever level suits 
your skills. 
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Occupational Health & Safety 
780.492.3037 ¢ email: ohs@ualberta.ca 
Toll Free 1.800.808.4784 


Health and safety is a growing field in the workplace. Learn 
the competencies needed to plan, implement and eval:iate 
occupational health and safety programs and systems in a 
wide variety of workplace settings and on-the-job situations 


Residential Interiors 
780.492.3093 © 780.492.2408 
email: liberalstudies@ualberta.ca 


Unique in Western Canada, the Residential Interiors Certificate 
is recognized as an excellent university level program 
incorporating the principles of fine arts, architecture and 
business. Offering theory, practice and industry-specific 
instruction, this program will enhance your current practice or 
help you pursue a new career in residential interior decorating. 


Educational Travel 
email: liberalstudies@ualberta.ca 


Focus on art, history, music, and other social sciences 
and humanities subjects to destinations around the world. 
Our trips include pre-tour and on-site lectures by a subject 
specialist. Please check our website in early January for 
trips being planned for late 2009: 
www.extension.ualberta.ca/liberalstudies 


Writing and Editing 
780.492.3093 * 780.492.2408 
email: liberalstudies@ualberta.ca 


Explore the clear expression of ideas, create interesting 
characters that amuse, write poetry that has meaning to 
others, or move from pen to print or the Internet. Guided 
by professional writers, many of whom have won awards 
our Writing courses will-help you transform your thoughts 
into effective and inspired writer. 


Women’s Words: 

Summer Writing Week 2009 
780.492.2408 

Plan to join us for the 16th Annual Women’s Words, 
June 1-7, 2009. 


; Program details and registration will be available online 


mid-February: www.womenwords.ca 


Looking for more 
_information? 
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The message is the medium 


“A major crisis, a staff newsletter or a reputation: 
public relations communicators manage them all 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com 
‘ Fou seem to have a natural way 
of relating to people. Perhaps 
you've already finished a diplo- 
ma or degree, and you're not sure if 
You want to be in that field. You tend 
to like the place you work and you 
like planning things out to make sure 
they go well. If you're thinking of a 
career, then public relations might 
be a natural fit. 

“Just as financial planning is critical 
to the operation and success of an 
organization, so too is communica- 
tion planning,” reads the Grant MacE- 
wan College website. “The role of the 
public relations practitioner is to help 
organizations send messages that 
their audiences want and need to 
receive.” 

“Good communication is managed 
communication,” says Frank Saccucci, 
chair of the Public Relations program 
at Grant MacEwan College 

He says that much of the time, peo- 
ple think well of a company because 
someone is telling the company’s 
story in an effective and compelling 
way. “A mishap may mean an auto- 
matically unfavourable opinion out 
there, but if a company communicates 
effectively, people don’t simply come 
to their own conclusions.” 

Every semesier, 30 students work 
through the 10-month program. in 
order to graduate with their 64-credit, 
Alberta Learning-designated diploma 

«In any given semester, 85 to 100 part- 
time students also enrol in the pro- 
gram’s night course offerings at the 
downtown campus. Most of them will 
end up working in the communica- 
tions field, thanks largely to the two- 
month intemship requirement at the 
end of classes. 

This practicum, coordinated by the 


program, connects students with 
work experience in all three levels of 
government, healtk, education and 
related organizations and corpora- 
tions in any number of industries. 
Newly minted communicators test 
their skills in a real-world setting and 
can rely on the program’s instructors 
to provide advice or support in navi- 
gating the challenges they face 

Some of the courses are taught by 
industry professionals, while others 
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are taught by academics. Most 
instructors are part-time practitioners 
in the communications and writing 
fields who are on campus because 
they love being there. Since most of 
the students are serious about the 
public relations program and are 
committed for the intense eight 
months of courses, they make the 
most of the instruction. 

“Some students enrol in a program 
for a couple of courses to check it 
out,” Saccucci explains. “In this pro- 
gram, most students have already 
explored other options and are here 
by choice.” 

The PR diploma program requires 
at least 10 post-secondary courses or 
30 credits as a prerequisite, but most 
applicants arrive with more. The 
exceptions are those who apply work 
or even industry experience against 
the formal requirements 

Besides the educational require- 
ment to enrol, there is also a test to 
complete before a student can be 
accepted into the program. The test 
checks basic skills in written commu- 
nication such as grammar, editing 
and writing. It is intended to focus on 
the areas of improvement a student 
needs to address before taking the 
professional program. There is plenty 
of direction available from the pro- 
gram, @ad MacEwan offers non-credit 
refreshers on any weaker skills-a stu- 
dent might show. However, before a 
student applies, they also can take a 
couple of courses as an unclassified 
student which can later be applied to 
their diploma. 


= PUBLIC 
RELATIONS 


But what do students of public rela- 
tions learn, exactly? 


“SOME PROGRAMS will teach the tech- 


nical skills required for an activity,” 
Saccucci says. “We want to offer 
those skills as well, but we also want 
the students to become proficient as 
professionals. We encourage them to 
be strategic thinkers, always planning 
for the next level of employment or 
management.” 

Students in the public relations pro- 
gram receive this training through 
courses such as Research and Internal 
Communications. There is an event 
management course, a course on 
integrated marketing communications 
for promotional campaign planning, 
as well as instruction on writing and 
desktop digital publishing. 

The program provides each gradu- 
ate with a good grasp of the funda- 
mentals, internship work experience 
and a great chance to find work in a 
healthy profession. 

The communications industry feeds 
a number of other related fields, such 
as marketing, sales, media and 
administration. Public relations practi- 
tioners often also explore teaching or 
go on to after-degrees in law. 

The bill for a year’s worth of the 


program comes to around $6000 
which isn’t easy to scrape together 
but easier to borrow from Alberta 
Learning. 

Graduates have several professional 
organizations to consider, including 
the Canadian Public Relations Society 
(cprs.ca) and the International Associ- 
ation of Business Communicators 
(labe.com). Both have active local 
chapters and offer professional desig- 
nations after five years of career expe- 
rience. The designation is part of an 
effort from the industry to guarantee a 
certain level of ability among its practi- 
tioners. A professional designation 
makes the company’s communications 
officer more valuable to the organiza- 
tion during less certain times. 

“The economic changes that are 
forthcoming will no doubt affect com- 
munications,” admits Saccucci. “It’s 
too early to judge, but opportunities 
have been very strong for graduates 
in the past and we expect that to con- 
tinue.” 

The communications professional, 
while not quite seen as indispensable 
as the accountant, has nonetheless 
assumed a critical place in the corpo- 
rate world. Companies accept that 
eventually a crisis may need to be 
managed, or that the company will 
simply have to maintain ongoing con- 
tact with employees or publics spread 
across the city and around the world. 
Graduates from Grant MacEwan’s 
public relations program, Saccucci 
Says, are equipped to fill those needs. 

Visit macewan.ca/pr for full details 
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in the 2008 Globe and Mail Canadian University Report. 
For more great reasons to attend King's, log on to kingsu.ca 
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ARTIST AT HEART 


sheets to a rectangular piece of glass, 
explaining that when the paper dries, 
it will have a translucent effect, simi- 
lar to stained glass. This is the sample 
she'll later show to the class as she 
begins teaching. 

Young and old students begin to 
arrive, some who are there for the 
first time. In a friendly and relaxed 
atmosphere, Kaldenhoven gathers us 
together and briefly describes the 
project, but before we get the detailed 
instructions, we go upstairs to see 
and discuss the gallery display. I’m 
thrilled to learn that every class 
involves a look at the work done by 
professionals 

“The gallery component is meant to 
tie in with what we're doing in the 
class,” she explains later. “We try to 
do something that relates to the 
gallery show. it might be the tech- 
nique, or the idea’ behind the work, or 
some other specific element—whether 
it’s colour, texture or line.” 

Back downstairs, Kaldenhoven 
offers us very clear directions for 
today’s project, titled Painting with 
Paper. She demonstrates as she goes 
along, and before we begin working, 
students ask a few questions, some- 
thing Kaldenhoven strongly encour- 
ages 

“Inevitably, someone in the class 
always says, ‘Well, can you do it this 
way?’" Kaldenhoven laughs. "That 
means they're already thinking, and 
that’s the great thing—even in one 


class, when you look around you can 
see that everybody approaches the 
work differently. | can’t ask for any- 
thing more than that. It’s wonderful!” 


WE BEGIN WORKING, and people are 
chatting or laughing as they apply 
their newly painted paper to either a 
canvas frame, or press it down on 
an 8 x 10 sheet of glass. I’m going 
for the translucent effect of the 


We WW 


glass, but first, | can’t resist dipping 
my hands in the paint and then 
spreading it on my paper. Nobody 
seems bothered by the mess, and 
I'm free to experiment further, ful- 
filling a little impulse to tear some 
of the paper. As I apply it to the 
glass, it makes making uneven tex- 
tures with little spaces where the 
clear glass peeks through. 
Kaldenhoven is busy helping stu- 
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dents, commenting happily on every- 
body's creation. She encourages us to 
keep experimenting. Meanwhile, 1 try 
my ripping act with a different kind of 
Paper and a new sheet of glass, but 
the effect is completely different. 1 
don’t like it much, but Kaldenhoven 
loves it. 

And then, although it seems we just 
got started, the class is coming to and 
end, and, as | look around, it’s fasci- 


nating to see how different each Per- 
son's work is. ; 

One canvas looks particularly jn)... 
esting—it resembles an abstract |an,; 
Scape. | ask the artist about her wo; 
and as we chat, I learn she has an ;,, 
school background. She came here 
tonight looking for a new Creatiy 
outlet. Clearly, she’s found one, 
she’s going to hang it on her mom's 
wall. I'm wishing 1 was her mom 

Gradually everyone leaves, ea, I 
person chatting individually wj;), 
Kaldenhoven as she starts tidying up 
organizing the materials and Putting 
things away in a little Storage room 

She reminds us all that the ne, 
class will involve plaster casts os 
plants, and I can’t wait to come pac; 
in two weeks. 

Later, I tell her how much I enjoye. 
the casual, relaxed atmosphere, ho 
nice it was that nobody worried abo.) 
getting everything right and ho, 
much fun it was to see all the unique 
projects completed. 

Kaldenhoven shares my enthus 
asm. “I'd hate for everybody to leave 
with exactly the same thing,” she 
says, adding that she doesn’t ask « lot 
of her students. 

“The only thing I ask people to 
come with is an open mind,” she says 
“And, you know, I get something out 
of this too, because | see great proj- 
ects go out the door, and then | ¢ 
excited about art again.” w 


Artist at Heart drop-in classes resum: 
February 2009. For more information, | 
contact Profiles Public Art Gallery (19 ° 
Perron St, St Albert) at 780.460.4310. 
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1-review issue, Vue’s 
Share what they liked 
4 liked least about 


airly good about giving 
Ss ot, it seems like the 
big mainstages are finally catching 

opened with Collin 
Doyle's t us Mighty Carlins, and 
it took off from there. The conglom- 
erated Indie 5 proved a fertile 
ground for locals, the Varscona’s 
companies are opening the doors 
beyond their writers-in-residence 
and there's more to come in the new 
year. Edmonton's slowly becoming a 
place where you have more options 
for getting your play produced than 
just doing it yourself. 


ae 


Best: Wayne Paquette stepping 
out 


His Fringe ions have garnered 
4 lot of acclaim, but Paquette is finally 
getting into the main season. His 
independent production of Orange 
Flower Water was the most subtle, 
incisive, challenging play of the year, 
and he did a bang-up job with spot 
work at Shadow Theatre and the 
Citadel, where he deserves to have his 
load increased. With more exposure, 
Edmonton will soon have another 


a 
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Wayne to call great. 


Worst: Still almost no local sto- 
ries : 

The flip side to my first best, I'm still 
kind of baffled by how little Edmon- 
ton writers engage with the world 
right in front them. Relationship sto- 
ries, family dramas and personal 
explorations certainly have their 
place, but c’mon: the oil boom, for 
example, has all but passed with 
barely a handful of plays that 
addressed it obliquely, never mind 
directly, and precisely none on the big 
company’s stages. Not everything has 
to be uniquely Edmonton, but it 
would be nice if at least a few plays a 
year were very specifically ours. 


PAUL BLINOV 

BLINOVQVUEWEEKWY.COM 

Best: Gripping political theatre 
Arts and politics are never totally sep- 
arate, but when theatre targeted the 
political world at large this year the 
results were fist-clenching—in the 
good, I wanna-do-something-about- 
this way. From the painful true story 
of My Name is Rachel Corrie to the 
stripped, unflinching Body of a Woman 
and the GG-nominated Palace of the 
End, which earned itself acclaim for 
its haunting exploration of how politi- 
cal conflicts muddle human reason. 
Edmonton audiences were exposed to 


Best and worst in art 
For our year-in-review issue, Vue's s VISUAL ARTS 


visual arts writers share what they liked 
most and what they liked least about 


My favourite art exhibit from this past year 
was the Virulent show in the McLeod — 
ed by Ania Sleczkowska, it 


visual arts in Edmonton last year. 
NY FUNG. The Work Festival puts artwork up in 
‘public spaces, often to the detriment of 


gritty, poignant works that fearlessly 
pointed fingers at the troubling details 
of the political world. 


Worst: Empty support for indie 
theatre during the regular sea- 
son 

We have the largest fringe in North 
America, and plenty of strange, quirky 
or outright avant-garde shows play to 
packed houses and critical ovation. 
But that support for indie theatre all 
but dries up during the rest of the 
year. Why fringegoers, so adamant in 
their support during August, hibernate 
afterwards like woodland critters is 
beyond me: I've attended quite a few 
fine shows where the audience mem- 
bers numbered in the single digits, or, 
in a few cases, where I've been the 
only one to show up at all. 


Worst: Half-assed multimedia 
projections 

In theory, adding multimedia projec- 
tions to a show offers a new, potentially 
inexpensive visual dimension to a 
script, and there were a few times 
when it worked well—Studio Theatre's 
Elephant Man and, more recently, 
Azimuth Theatre's Su-Kat come to 
mind. But attempts to incorporate pro- 
jections into theatre in any significant 
way often proved just a cheap-looking 
effect, one that distracted from the per- 
formances at hand more than it 
enhanced or added to them. When the 
backdrop looks like something 1 could 
do myself in PowerPoint—and for a few 
shows, that’s exactly how it seemed— 
the whole show loses some magic. v 
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Best of books 


HOPSCOTCH 
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As last year's reads roll through my mind 
in a blur of ink and paper, | find myself 
grateful for that little notebook in which 
| nerdily jot down the titles of everything 
| read. It's a way to separate the wheat 
from the chaff, of which there's plenty 
when people pay you for it. | thereafter 
find myself wishing | read more—or, at 
least, better—non-fiction. My year's 
reading contained such a dearth of it 
that I've resolved to make my list of the 
year's best books exclusively consider 
fiction. Well, almost. You'll see. 


2666 and Nazi Literature in the 
Americas by Roberto Bolafio 

The Chilean-born author's posthumously 
published magnum opus Is finally avail- 
able in English, an overwhelming, spell- 
binding, towering thing, binding the 
enigma of an elusive German novelist 
with the ongoing slaying of women in 
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. Bolafio has this 
strange niche, drawing the realms of 
high art, elitism and the lure of the 
obscure into close proximity with fas- 
cism, madness and dread. And the past 
year gave us Nazi Literature, too, as a 
slim, less daunting introduction to this 
very core conceit. The book is an ency- 
clopedia of short biographical sketches 
of fictional personae, all of them inter- 
mingling the literary salons of the 
Americas and the smoke of death 


camps. It is of course deeply sinister, 
but also ingenious, often darkly funny 
and enduringly provocative 


Atmospheric Disturbances by Rivka 
Glachen 

“Last December a woman entered my 
apartment who looked exactly like my 
wife.” From the arresting first line 
onward, Glachen’s wonderful debut, 
concise, deadpan, at once articulate 
and delirious, follows its psychiatrist 
protagonist as he searches for the 
blonde Argentine this ostensible simu- 
lacrum has replaced, frequently con- 
sulting a riddle-speaking meteorologist 
along the way. It is a digressive yet 
hugely entertaining adventure about 
the fluidity of identity, the inability to 
truly know others or even ourselves, 
and the sheer panic of love, recalling 
the alluringly perplexing narrative 
twists of Haruki Murakami and the lush 
neuroses of Donald Antrim 


Sway by Zachary Lazar 

The central characters constitute some 
Bermuda Triangle of the 1960s. Brian 
Jones, founding member and first casual- 
ty of the Rolling Stones, Kenneth Anger, 
occultist and underground filmmaker 
behind “Invocation of My Demon Brother,” 
Bobby Beausoleil, would-be rack star, 
actual star of “Demon Brother,” and mem- 
ber of Charles Manson’s “family,” convict- 
ed for the 1970 murder of Gary Hinman. 
How these three connect seems itself the 
manifestation of sorne occult geometry. 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


year, the festival encouraged diverse 

programming, from cabarets to family 

events, shelled out the cash to bring in 

big speakers like AA Bronson and Eli 

Clare and organized the original and 

‘challenging Bathhouse Exhibition, 
, which, in as far as I know, is an 
unprecedented event. The festival also 
engaged local and foreign artists, 
ranging from the emerging to the sen- 
ior. Exposure shows us it is possible to 
successfully engage multiple commu- 
nities, put on a good show and run a 
contemporary art festival that is rele- 
~ vant and exciting. 


5 =e 
Worst: Lack of critical discussion 
"My least favourite thing about art 
this year is the continuing lack of 
critical discussion about art. My edi- 
_tor, David Berry, articulated it very 
" well last week, but I would like to 
see more critical discussion about 
the visual arts in the city. Everyone 


has an opinion, but public discussion 


is limited for of political conse- 
quences. Just as we encourage 


growth in the arts, we also need to 
encourage growth in criticism and be 
willing to accept it when it’s con- 
structive and qualified. 

MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE 
MARYCHRISTAOVUEWEEKLY.COM 

Best: Diversity and energy 

This year was fruitful and wide-rang- 
ing for art-lovers: the expansive 
Edmonton Print International, fron- 
tier-crossing Imagining Science, the U 
of A Print Study Centre-sourced 
Japanese woodblock prints show, 
powerful contemporary First Nations’ 
artists in Face the Nation, the unveil- 
ing of artist books and Asian treas- 
ures at the university, offbeat 
experiments like the Bathhouse 
Show, the ascension of risk-taking 
venue the ARTery and stellar gradu- 
ating artists in the concrete embrace 
of FAB Gallery. That in itself is worth 
celebrating: a richly varied art scene 


that percolates with energy and 
encompasses the local and interna- 


tional, historic and modern, emerg- 
ing and established, academic and 
free-wheeling. 


Worst: Invisible curators 

Art tells the story of culture. It's a mani- 
festation of ideas and values, an aes- 
thetic representation filtered through a 
personal experience of history, working 
in an intellectual/creative tradition. It 
acquires meaning through generation, 
intention and also interpretation. An 
infusion of critical voices has added to 
our scene—the days of one arts com- 
mentator per media outlet are hopeful- 
ly over—but we need to hear curators. 
Many shows are simply negotiated 
between administrators and techni- 
cians in partnership with artists, and 
even when curators are involved they 
don’t necessarily offer their philosophy 
or interpretation. Curators should be 
wading into the river of art-making, 
seeking out the currents. A broad com- 
munity of curators should be nurtured, 
and their approaches more effectively 
communicated. v 


Best and worst of dance 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 
Rather than providing a best-of list for 
shows you're not going to be able to 
seé again anyway, here Vue Weekly 
presents Sherry Dawn Knettle’s most 
and least favourite things about dance 
in Edmonton in 2008. 


Good: La Pudeur des Icebergs 

As winter began, Brian Webb brought 
us a suitably named show, La Pudeur 
des Icebergs as part of his wonderful 
touring season. I didn’t expect to like 
this show, and tip-toed hesitantly into 
the theatre, preferring not to see a 
naked dance troupe comprised of 
mostly men perform. | left transformed, 
wondering why anybody would wear a 
costume, because the art of dance is 
about arm and leg muscles, and seeing 
the tiniest curve of the spine or the 
abdominal muscles rippling, and the 
ribs quivering with emotion. 


Good: Dance Festivals 

Dance festivals are a big part of 
Edmonton's scene. Some memorable 
festival moments included Amber 
Borotsik’s innovative Expanse Move- 
ment Arts Festival, where Annie 
Dugan, hanging above us in a ham- 
mock, told us the tale of Evita. And 
Raena Waddell was, as always exquis- 
itely expressive in Tracy Friesen’s Split 
Apart. Kathy Ochoa added a new festi- 
val, Dance Inner City, an outdoor event 
on the banks of the river valley, cele- 
brating springtime. The weather was 
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perfect for a variety of stunning per- 
formances, set in the limitless space a 
park against the backdrop of nature, 


Good: Collaboration 
Collaborations are a frequent happen- 
ing in our local dance scene. Among 
those initiated by dancers, Mile Zero 
Dance's FAVA LABA film event, created 
with Edmonton filmmakers and video 
artists, was a fascinating set of four 
very different short dance films. 

One of these was the inspira- 
tion for Tania Alvarado’s laFura. 
In her first group piece, Alvarado 
experimented and interacted with 
two dancers and a beautiful but 
simple set, with lighting and 
video that washed over them as 
they moved, creating shapes and 
shadows that added another 
dimension to the relationships 
between the dancers. 

Though sometimes great collabora- 
tions are initiated by musicians. Mile 
Zero dance often gets on stage to 
improvise during classical and experi- 
mental music concerts, but for Don 
Ross's End of Time Project, Gerry Morita 
and Theresa Dextrase had the luxury of 
rehearsing in advance, working with set 
choreography. As ethereal, mischie- 
vous angels, they added a subtle visual 
element to the show that also included 
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some basic, but highly effective move- 
ment by the musicians themselves. 


Good: The crowds at Alberta 
Ballet shows 
Ballet isn’t always about just dance. 
When you walk through the Jubilee 
doors before an Alberta Ballet per- 
formance, the lobby is filled with glit- 
tering people wearing everything 
from evening gowns to blue jeans. 
This gorgeous crowd, which always 
includes a group of young people 
who show up in outfits that are suited 
to the show's theme, makes you real- 
ize that the show has already begun. 
But of course, this wouldn’t be 
possible without our wonderful 
Alberta Ballet, a company who 
always gets a standing ovation from 
its glittering, enthusiastic audiences. 


Bad: Short runs 
Unfortunately, dance performances only 
get short runs in Edmonton. I've seen 
so many wonderful shows here this 
year, but it’s rare that a show is revived 
after its two-night run. Some of these 
shows should be touring, showing the 
rest of our country the vibrant dance 
scene we have here in Edmonton. 

But it's hard for dance to compete in 
a city where sports dominate, where we 
have no theatre for dance, where we 
lack a full-time, post-secondary dance 
program and where dancers work in lit- 
tle isolated groups, without one strong, 
loving voice to unite them. w 
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What's at the base of each individual 
story is some magnetic attraction to the 
mystery and power of darkness. Blending 
biography with imagination and great 
music writing, Lazar's second novel is 
haunting, creepy and rife with evocative 
details, at times written as though chant- 
ed in hushed tones. 


Miracles of Life: From Shanghai to 
Shepperton by JG Ballard 

Not @ novel but rather a memoir from 
an elder, one-of-a-kind novelist. The 
author of Crash and Cocaine Nights 
writes frankly about the childhood 
wartime internment that inspired 
Empire of the Sun and the return to the 
United Kingdom, which in its modern 
banality seems far more alien; about 
the vitality of surrealism and singular 
significance of science fiction; about 
hard work, good times, and being a 
widower with kids to raise, they being 
the miracles of the title. The tone is 
clean, specific and sort of detached, as 


it is in Ballard’s fiction. Yet there's also ° 
a warmth here that’s less characteris- - 


tic, and ultimately very moving. 


Have You Seen... ?: A Personal 
Introduction to 1000 Films by David 
Thomson 

And here, not a novel but a grand work 
of musing on that other great fiction 
form: the movies. It comes from a mas- 
ter film critic, who's also a superb novel- 
ist, and whose unusually bold prose 
shimmers with wonder, mischief and an 
incessant skepticism about art, great- 


With well over 63,000 members, AUPE is Alberta's Largest Union. 
7,500 support staff members at 14 Alberta post-secondary institutions and 3 school districts. 


ness, glamour and majestic acts of cha, 

latanism. Thomson*has been Writing 
about movies for a long time, and {, 
those who know his work the FECONsid. 
erations and reassertions are eq, ly 
dynamic and fun to-read. For those yw), 
don’t, look here for a thousand terri, 
short essays on everything from Sunjis 

to Sunset Boulevard, from The Birth of ; 
Nation to There Will Be Blood. 


Man in the Dark by Paul Auster 

A broken-down, broken-hearted old may 
dreams up an insomniac’s bedtime sto 
about a younger man in an alternaye 
America, one in which the 2000 electic, 
fiasco drove the country to civil war A 
fiction within a fiction: known terrain for 
Auster to roam, and the layers of artifice 
are laid bare, yet there is such a rich 
sense of lived-in experience here. Tha 
old man takes his story to the point of 
self-immolation, then has to confront hi 
past once his granddaughter, also lonei, 
also kind of broken, also unable to s| 
enters his room. Family, Storytelling and 
political rage converge here in a short, 
sharp, finally shocking read from a true 
American original. 


Red Dog Red Dog by Patrick Lane 
Victoria-based poet Lane gives us his 
first novel. The title itself is unabashedly 
lyrical, and the author's graceful imagery 
and sensual epiphany shines through the 
stark prose, which, with its Stark family 
its blood and wandering and distinctive 
voice, is in some ways a most welcome 
throwback to Faulkner. It’s set in the 
Okanagan Valley in 1958, but encapsu- 
lates a larger impression of our long 
venture into the west. w 


COUNCIL 10186-106 St, 
 INTENSIONS: Fibre artworks 
Sullivan Holdgrafer, Margie Davidson 
uld; Jan 17-Apr 18 © 


my: ey Recipients of the 


ta Craft awards; Jan 17-Feb 28; 
Sat, Jan 17, 2-4pm 
PAINTERS STUDIO 7711- 
80.465.6172 © Open: Mon-Fri Sam- 
10am-4pm * New artworks by 
pma, Susan Box, Pat Eizinga, 
Klappstien, Shairi Honey, Tracy 
indy Ravell, Michelle Ross 


GRAY CONTINUING CARE 
5005-28 Ave, 780.756.5009 « 
BACKYARDS AND OTHER 
NEIGHBOURHOOD TALES: Artworks by 
Gillian Willans and Allen Gray residents 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. 
780.459.3679, wwwaartbeat.ab.ca © 
artworks by Tinyan 
ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise 
Square, 100, 10230 Jasper Ave, 780.422.6223 
© Open Mon-Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 10:30am- 
ely ese Sat-Sun 11am-5pm ¢ 
ENA: The Art of Hockey, until Jan 4 © 30 
YEARS YOUNG: The Edmonton Oilers 30th 
Anniversary Showcase: Featuring items from 
moments in the team’s history; until Jan 4 © 
(MAGINING SCIENCE, Until Feb 1 * Free 
(members); $10 (adult)/$7 (senior/student); $5 
(6-12yrs)/free (Byrs and under)/$20 (family—2 
adults, 4 children) 
FAB GALLERY Room 1-1 Fine Arts 
Building, U of A, 112 St, 89 Ave, 
780.492.2081 © WAVE 2008; Jan 6-17 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, 
basement of the Paint Spot, 780.432.0240 
e THUS | REFUTE: Artworks by Travis 
McEwen and Mandy Espezel © Through 
Jan @ Opening reception: Jan 10, 2-4pm 
GALLERY AT MILNER Stanley A. Milner 
Library Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill 
Square, 780.496.7030 ° PAINTED SPIRIT: 
Paintings by Adam Halicki ¢ Jan 2-30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 3rd Fi, 10215-112 St, 
780.426.4180 ¢ Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; 
Sat beta © Main ay: Artworks by 
Spyder Yardley-Jones; Jan 8-Feb 14; open- 
ing ree Jan 8, 7-10pm © Front 
Room: Photographs by Nate Larson; Jan 
§-Feb 14, opening reception: Jan 8, 7- 
10pm ® Artist talk: Sat, Jan 10, 1pm 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place 
Senior Centre, 10831 University Ave, 
780.433.5807 © TREES: Tree paintings by 
the St Albert Painters Guild pARTners © 
Jan 6-29 © Opening reception: Jan 14, 
6:30-830pm 

JOHNSON GALLERY © Southside: 7711- 
85 St, 780.465.6171; Annual Christmas art 
fair, artworks by a variety of artists © 
Northside: 11817-80 St, 80.479.8424; 
Christmas art fair, artworks by various 
artists, new works by Noboru Kubo 


KAMENA 5718 Calgary Tr S. 
780.944.9497 ® Mon-Wed, Fri 10am-6pm; 
Thu 10am-7pm, Sat 10am-Spm °_ 
Featuring artworks by various artists 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St, 
2nd Fl, 780.423.5353 © Open: Tue-Fri 
10am-6pm; Sat 12-5pm; closed: Sun-Mon 
and Holidays « Projex Room: CROOKED 
HEAD: Paintings by Sean Montgomery; Jan 
9-Feb 14; Sper recetion: Fri, Jan 9 ¢ 
Main 100 STORIES ABOUT MY 
GRANDMOTHER: Artworks by Petes 

stone ° ening 
reception: Fri, Jan 9, 8pm ° Closed for the 
holidays until Jan 6 

Ottewell Arts 
UI) 


herwood © 


RY A. J. I 
Centre, 590 Broadmoor Blvd, S 
Park, j eB saat MY FAVOURITE 
THINGS...AND MULTITUDINOUS 
MINI The Art Society of 


rathcona County; until Jan 3 * : 
é 7 Art Society of 
oe 


LEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 
40-112 St, 780.407.7152 Open Mon- 
Fri 10am-Bpm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * COMMON 


Boost 


CONTRAST: Traditional monochrome pho- 
tographers explore the concept of contrast 
in perspective and oe over a range of 
common subjects * Jan 10-Mar 8 © 
Opening celebration: Jan 15, 7-9pm 


MCPAG (Multicultural Centre Public 
Art Gallery) 5411-51 St, Stony Plain, 
780.963.2777 © Shen Mon-Sat 10-4pm; 
Sun 10-6:30pm ¢ Dan Bagan Drawings 
and paintings * Until Jan 20 


MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS 
RESOURCE INSTITUTE 9 Mission Ave, 
St. Albert, 780.651.8176 © Open: Mon-Fri 
Sam-4pm; weekends by ape © Aboriginal 
Veterans Display @ Gift Shop © Finger 
weaving and sash display by Celina Loyer 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert, 780.459.1528 © Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-5pm; Sun 1-Spm ® THE BISHOP 
WHO ATE HIS BOOTS: Celebration of the life 
and legacy of Isaac and Sadie Stringer and 
their mission to the Arctic © Until Mar 15 * 
Opening reception: Jan 8, 7pm 

NINA HAGGERTY Stollery Gallery 9704- 
111 Ave, 780.474.7611 * Open Mon, 
Wed, Fri 9:30am-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30- 
4pm, 6:30-8:30pm * Artworks by Meital 
Siva and Liron Steinpress * Jan 5-Feb 1 
PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY Main 
Space, 10183-112 St, 780.452.0286 © 
Open Tue-Sat 11am-Spm * Photographs by 
Brianna Hughes 


PORTAL ART GALLERY 300, 9414-91 St, 
780.702-.7522 © Artworks by Giselle 
Denis, Cheri Denis, and Rocco Macri « 
Until Jan 10 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron St, St. Albert, 780.460.4310 © 
Open Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) 
© DOUBLE TAKE: Artworks by Jana 
Hargarten, Neil McClelland, Laura 
O'Connor, Beth Pederson Jan 8-31 ¢ 

__ Opening reception: Jan 8, 7-Spm 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 
8555 Roper Rd, 780.427.1750 * Mon-Sat 
Sam-4:30pm and Wed Sam-Spm © 
Celebrating 100 Years of the UFA in Rural 
Communities Exhibit ¢ Jan 15-Mar 29 ¢ Free 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 
Ave, 780.453.9100 © Open daily 9-5pm ¢ 
ARTE EN LA CHARRERIA: Craftsmanship 
and design distinctive to the Mexican cow- 
boy; Until Apr 13 © JOSHUA'S JOURNEY: 
Joshua Loper's first trail ride on the 
Chisholm Trail; Until Jan 4 * ALBERTA 
COWBOYS IN ART: Until Jan 4 ® HEIGHTS 
OF FASHION: History-of the Elevated Foot; 
until Mar 8 ¢ Government House: Tours 
on Sat, Sun, holidays, 11am-4:30pm, 
phone 780.427.2281 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St. 
780.423.1492 ¢ Main Gallery: 
MISSIONARY POSITION: Printworks by 
Joscelyn Gardener; Jan 8-Feb 21; closing 
reception: Thu, Feb 19, 7-9pm io 
Gallery: TRIAGE: AN ILLUSTRATED GUIDE 
TO TREE SURGERY: Printworks by Eric 
Steenbergen; Jan 8-Feb 21; closing recep- 
tion: Thu, Feb 19, 7-Spm » Red cacy 
Building (adjacent to SNAP); TAR PLANE 
WAYFARER: Works by Mitch Mitchell; Jan 
5-23; closing reception: Fri, Jan 23, 7-10pm 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 420 King 
St, Spruce Grove, 780.962.0664 « 
Artworks by Rhonda Thurn 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 
St, 780.452.9100 # FULL-DOME EXPERIENCE: 
until Jan 18 ¢ THE ART OF THE BRICK™ until 
May 3 © The Celestial Railroad—a Full-Dome 
Experience; until Jan 18 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA MUSEUMS 
GALLERY A TELUS Centre, 87 Ave, 111__ 
St, 780.492.5834 © Open: Thu 12-8pm, Fri- 
Sat 12-5pm © BRILLIANT STROKES: 
Chinese Paintings from the Mactaggart Art 
Collection representing the styles in China 
from 15th to 20th centuries © Until Jan 24 
© Closed until Jan 7 for the holidays 


VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA 3rd Fi, 10215- 
112 St, 780.421.1731 « MEMENTO: 
Photographs by Candace Makowichuk and 
Felix Plawski © Jan 8-Feb 14 ¢ Opening 
reception: Thu, Jan 8, 7-9:30pm 


‘ - 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, _ 
780.469.8755 ® Story Slam: every third 
Wed of the month 
CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave, 

780.932.4409 @ T.A.L.E.S. Monthly 


Storytelling Circle: Tell stories or come to 
listen; first Thu each month © Until June 
2009, 8pm; $3 (free first time) * Monthly 
Tellaround on Fri, Jan 10, 8-10pm 
TALES.—THE ALBERTA LEAGUE 
ENCOURAGING STORYTELLING Rosie's 
Bar and Grill, 10475-80 Ave * TALES: 
EDMONTON STORYTELLING CAFE. open mic 
© First Thu each month, 7-Spm ¢ Pay-What- 
You-Will (min $6); info at 780.932.4409 « 
Laugh Like the Devil: feature Wendy Edey, 
Bethany Ellis and Renée Englot; Jan 8 


10 DAYS OF 
MADNESS...PLAYWRITING FESTIVAL 
780.718.6583 ® Festival including work- 
shops, readings, cabarets, and contests; 
nie Ee ed Day eee and 

forkshop with guest playwright, Eugene 
Stickland; Jan 8 © Day 2-Guest playwright 
play reading; Jan9 © Day 3—24-Hr play- 
writing competition, seniors play reading 
and tea and APN play reading; Jan 10 # 
ara ta playwriting competition and 
APN play reading; Jan 11 ¢ Day 5-APN 
play reading, announcement of 24-HR top 
winners; Jan 12 * Day 6—Winning Junior 
and Senior High School play readings; Jan 
13 © Day 7—Collective jam session; Jan 14 
Day 8-Partner playlets readings (multi- 
paverational tales ona theme); Jan 15 « 
Day 9-Winning 24-Hr contest play read- 
ings; Jan 16 * Day 10—-Mini madness fami- 
ly event (play readings of grades 4, 5 and 
6); Best 5 minute cabaret (best 5 of all the 
24 Hr contestants and prizes); Jan 17 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 
780.422.8174 © THE POETS’ HAVEN: 
Monday Night reading series presented by 
Stroll of Poets * Every Mon, 7pm * $5 
door * Featuring spoken word artists Klara 
Jahrig, Anne Marshall, Neil Meili, Gerald 
St. Maur, and Ryan Steedman; Jan 5 


THEATRE 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave, 780.433.3399 e Rapid Fire Theatre 
presale comedy for the sophisticated; 
uns every Sat (11pm) except for the last 
Sat of each month until mid June 2009 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave, 780.433.3399, www.die- 
nastyimproyv.com * The Canadian Comedy 
Award-winning live improvised soap opera 
set in a turbulent France on the cusp of the 
Revolution! Let them eat cake! Heads will 
roll! Directed by Dana Andersen and star- 
ting some of Edmonton's finest and funniest 
performers © Every Mon (8pm) 


PEACE, LOVE AND ROCK ’N’ ROLL 2 
AND THE BEAT GOES ON Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 Ave, 
780.483.4051 © Written and compiled by 
Will Marks, a sequel to last year’s hit ¢ 
Until Feb 15 © Tickets at Mayfield box 
office, toll-free: 1.877.529.7829 


PIRATES OF THE NORTH 
SASKATCHEWAN 2: HANGMAN'S 
CURSE Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 8882- 
170 St, Phase Ill, WEM, 780.484.2424 ¢ 
Until Feb 1; Wed-Sat, 6:30pm; Sun 5pm 


THE PLAY ABOUT THE BABY Roxy, 
10708-124 St, 780.453.2440, 
www.attheroxy.com * Image 
Theatre/Theatre Network @ By Edward 
Albee. Directed by Kya Hughes. Starring 
Coralie Cairns, Douglas Tokaryk, Ava 
Markus, Jon Lachlan Stewart ¢ Jan 6-18, 
Tue-Sat 8pm; Sun 2pm. © $20 (adult)/$15 
{studenten Tue: Two-for $20; Previews 
Jan 6 and 7): $15; coer night; $25 © 
Tickets available at TIX on the Square 


ROBIN HOOD Horizon Stage, 1001 
Calahoo Road, Spruce Grove, 780.962.8995 
e DuffleBag Theatre ¢ Meet Robin, Maid 
Marion, Little John, Friar Tuck and the rest 
of the merry men as they rebel against 
Prince John and the Sheriff of Nottingham 
© Sat, Jan 17, 2pm Tickets available at 
the Horizon Stage box office and 
TicketMaster 


SCORCHED Citadel's Rice Theatre, 9828- 
101A Ave ® Written by Wajdi Mouawad. 
Part of the Rice Series ¢ Jan 10-Feb 1, 
Matinees at 1:30pm, Evenings at td ° 
Subscriptions on sale now at the Citadel 
box office 780.425.1820 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, _ 

10329-83 Ave, 780.448.0695, www.rapid- 

firetheatre.com * Rapid Fire Theatre's 

weekly insane improv show @ Every Fri 

is m) ¢ Until July 2009 © $10 oa, 
jody)/$8 (members) © Call 780.448.0695 to 

reserve ® Shows resume weekend of Jan 2 


~ Your Music Destination 
HERE'S OUR OFFICIAL TOP 30 FOR 2008! 
1. Radiohead — In Rainbows (thd records) 
2. Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) 
3. Sam Baker — Pretty World (sam baker) 
4. Rodney Crowell - Sex & Gasoline (stony plain) 
5. Ry Cooder —|, Flathead (nonesuch) 
6. The Black Keys — Attack & Release (nonesuch) 
7. KD Lang - Watershed (nonesuch) 
8. Alejandro Escovedo ~ Real Animal (back porch) 
9. Chad Vangaalen — Soft Airplane (flemish eye) 
10. Michael Franti & Speahead - A Rebel Rockers (anti) 
11. Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) 
12. Justin Townes Earle - The Good Life (bloodshot) 
13. The Steeldrivers - S/T (rounder) 
14. Ndidi Onukwulu — The Contradictor (jericho beach) 
15. Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir - Ten Thousand (shoutin’ abner pim) 
16. Kings Of Leon - Only By The Night (rca) 
17. Danny Michel - Feather, Fur & Fin (bumt bun) 
18. Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds — Dig]! Lazarus Dig]! (anti) 
19. Daniel Lanois —Here Is What Is (red floor) 
20. Elliott Brood - Mountain Meadows (six shooter) 
21. Lucinda Williams — Little Honey (lost highway) 
92. Old Crow Medicine Show - Tennessee Pusher (nettwerk) 
23. Van Morrison -Keep It Simple (exile) 
24. Firewater ~The Golden Hour (bloodshot) 
25. Calexico — Carried To Dust (quarter stick) 
26. lan Tyson - Yellowhead To Yellowstone & Other Love Stories (stony plain) 
27. She & Him — Volume One (merge) 
28. Mudcrutch - Mudenutch (reprise) 
29, Martha Wainwright — | Know You're Married... (maple) 
30. Jeff Healy — Mess Of Blues (stony plain) 


BLITZEN TRAPPER 


FURR 


Blitzen Trapper are no longer talented 
jacks-of-all-trades, but a master of one, 
and Furr is proof that this already-great 
band gets even better as they define 
themselves more specifically. 


xe sure-To FRIEND US at MS , 
10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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The best of 2008 


Fractured selves, powerful performances and a host of documentaries make up the best of film 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 


ile several of the past 
year's best films never 
graced Edmonton screens— 


see our DVDetective (page 35) for 
details—there was still an awful lot of 
superb film fare glowing up there on 
that magic rectangle—so many that | 
know perfectly well there are conspic- 
uous absences from my best of 2008. 
Some i simply never got around to 
seeing, others couldn't quite make my 
personal, no doubt idiosyncratic final 
cut. But I tried to consider just about 
everything. If it hit Edmonton during 
the calendar year, it was eligible, thus 
the handful of titles below that were 
originally released elsewhere just 
before the end of 2007, suchas... 


There Will Be Blood 

PT Anderson's portrait of Daniel 
Day-Lewis's oil baron, a lonely man 
of some ferocious, near-Satanic 
ambition, was so intensely focused 
as to feel like a one-man show. But 
think about what ingredients truly 
bring this strange masterwork to 
life, and Day-Lewis, however ingen- 
iously outsized, becomes only the 
frontman for numerous superlative 
craftsmen: production designer Jack 
Fisk, cinematographer Robert 
Elswit, composer Johnny Green- 
wood. The crazy 
finale, the com- 
mentary on our 
Faustian contract 
with the earth's 
resources, the 
emphasis 


4 Months, 3 
Weeks, 2 Days 

A procedural, of 
riter/director Christian 
s the steps required by a 
n to procure an abortion 
u's Romania. It’s gruesome, 
, fascinating and more 
for not actually being overt- 
L Among other things, it’s a 
friendship’s end, with the truly 


=|BEST OF ALM 


I’m Not There 

Todd Haynes's wildly lyrical, rigor 
ously multifaceted Bob Dylan biopic, 
with its plethora of actors playing 
various Dylans, is as much about 
this thing we call the ‘60s—the era 
of Warhol, Godard and Vietnam—as 
it is about the undying mystique of 
rock’s greatest songmaker. But for 
all the playful semiotics and deluge 
of cultural references, it also pos- 
sesses moments of intense emotion- 
al resonance. For me, none were as 
affecting as those scenes shared by 
Heath Ledger and Charlotte Gains- 
bourg. Ledger will be remembered 
more for his tremendous turn as the 
Joker, but this one’s closer to the 
heart 


My Winnipeg 

Synecdoche, New York 

The world as reflected through the 
self, and vice versa. In his first “docu- 
phantasia,” Guy Maddin profiles his 
hometown in audaciously hyperbolic 
flights of imagination and winds up 
contemplating the impossibility of 
truly breaking with his own past. In 
his first time out as director, screen- 


writer Charlie Kaufman creates a sur- 
rogate version of himself, played with 
gravity and great humour by Philip 
Seymour Hoffman, who attempts to 
make a piece of theatre that contains 
the world, though the world it con- 
tains is of course only his, a yast sim- 
ulacrum of unfulfilled desire and 
tenuous human connections. Both 
films are funy, moving and at times 
sublimely surreal 


THERE WILL BE BLOOD L 


Encounters at the End of the 
World 

While Maddin evoked cursed traps 
beneath Winnipeg's snow crust, Werner 
Herzog whisked us to the bottom of the 
world, the place where so many of its 
misfits gradually 
slip down toward 
The title’s more 
than a pun—every- 
one working in 
Antarctica, watch- 
ing ice caps melt 
up close, seems 
acutely aware of 
the looming devas- 
tation of global 
warming—yet 
somehow we 
simultaneously get 
one of the warmest 
portraits of human 
nature Herzog’s 
ever made, a group 
portrait of a very 
oddly assembled 
family. 


Man on Wire 

James Marsh's reconstruction of 
Philippe Petit’s 1974 tightrope walk 
between the twin towers is ultimately 
an emotionally overwhelming experi- 
ence. There's something nearly ineffa- 
ble in Petit’s feat, 
though the 
attempts made by 
his colleagues to 
recall the wonder 
of that day and its 
never-to-be- 
repeated crime of 
spectacle are 
deeply com- 
pelling. And Petit 
himself is such a 
marvellous story- 
teller that, even if 
there weren't 
such terrific 
archival materials 
to pull from, a 
movie of just him 
talking probably 
would've been nearly as good. 


Happy-Go-Lucky 

Rachel Getting Married 

These are sensitive, vital and enor- 
mously entertaining stories about the 
more elusive aspects of personal 
responsibility. Sally Hawkins’ unshak- 
ably perky Poppy is forced to consider 
the limitations of hoisting cheerfulness 
upon the wor\d—or, at least, upon 


grumpy Londoners—while Anne Hath- 
away’s Kym, freshly released from 
rehab to attend her sister's wedding, 
becomes the catalyst, or sin-eater, once 
again for her family’s collective neu- 
roses. If these aren't two of the finest 


female leads of 2008 then I don’t know 
anything about movies. And it’s equally 
thrilling to see both directors Mike 
Leigh and Jonathan Demme especially 
at the very top of the game. 


The Band's Visit 

Still Life 

Why did I automatically think of these 
films as kindred spirits? Eran Kolirin’s 
tale of an Egyptian classical music 
group stuck in some Israeli backwater 
seems a million miles away from Jia 
Zhang-ke’s chronicle of people trying to 
tie up loose ends with estranged family 
members in villages becoming slowly 
submerged by China’s colossal Three 
Gorges Dam project. Yet there's some- 
thing about the landscapes and the des- 
olation, the at times uneasy interaction 
between strangers and acquaintances 
alike, and the sense of, well, stillness, 
that binds such stories in their subtle 
comedy, admiration for small gestures 


WEB 
EXCLUSIVE 


THE FULL STORY'S ONLINE 
AT VUEWEEKLY.COM 


JAN 1 - JAN 7, 


“ALM 


( THELAST MISTRESS 


of dignity and bone-deep dislocation 


The Last Mistress 

Catherine Breillat’s teaming up with 
Asia Argento for this study of erotic 
negotiations, power games and gen 
der role-reversa| 
in 19th century 
Paris reads like 
some Euro-se 
Provocateur 
super-group. And 
it’s a kind of feast 
sometimes very 
reserved, some- 
times given to 
abandon, with 
Argento as the 
one you just can't 
let go of, an infa- 
mous libertine 
straddling the Age 
of Reason and the 
Age of Romance 
bridging the gap 
with some highly 
memorable orgasms. 


Standard Operating Procedure 
This is the fourth documentary on 
this list, and like all those preceding 
it is far closer to essay than to jour- 
nalism. In fact, the false sturdiness 
of ostensible journalistic objectivity 
is one of the central themes of Errol 
Morris's singular body of work. His 
investigation into the moral abyss of 
Abu Ghraib and the abuse of its pris- 
oners is valuable not for its being 
another missive from Iraq, but for 
how it plumbs the depths of tacit 
consent and bureaucratic evils in 
modern military life and a world 
newly teeming with cameras and 
“ways with which to share images. A 
most sinister game of show and tell 
left us with a labyrinth of evidence, 
and Morris shrewdly conveys just 
how difficult it can be to make sense 
of it all. vw 


For more BEST OF 
2008 content 


go to vueweekly.com! 


<|DVDETECTIVE 


{t's one of my favourite parts of my job, dis- 
covering some treasure long forgotten, pre- 
viously hard-to-find or crying out for 
reassessment. Looking over the past year's 
standout DVDs | see two interesting trends: 
a steady stream of compelling westerns and 
fresh opportunities to appreciate the aston- 
ishing presence and emotional dexterity of 


the great actresses of Hollywood's studio . 


era—sometimes both in the same title. 


The Furies, Day of the Outlaw 

Rarbara Stanwyck’s magnificent performance 
in Anthony Mann’s fascinatingly perverse 
1950 westem, a web of incest, gender rever- 
sal and land ownership, is altemately ternfy- 


he best of DVDs 


ing—keep your eye on those scissors—and 
moving, Equally seary and nearly as affecting 
is Robert Ryan, heartsick, vengeful and rivet- 
ingly repressed, in Andre De Toth’s wintry 
1959 western, in which grotesque outlaws 
take over a farming community. 


Kid Galahad, Daisy Kenyon 

The long road of high stakes and good 
times shared by the no-longer-young 
Bette Davis and Edward G Robinson 
reaches its terminus in this superb 1937 
boxing flick. She falls for a naive fighter 
but only winds up steering him toward 
another woman with a fraction of her 
easy-going charm. Joan Crawford, how- 
ever, can't decide between crazy Second 
World War vet Henry Fonda and adulter- 
ous lawyer Dana Andrews in Otto Pre- 
minger's 1947 women’s picture—yet 
watching her try makes for something of 
profound emotional textures. 


Blast of Silence 
Writer/director/star Allen Baron’s ultra- 
low budget 1961 noir is a stark portrait of 
@ neurotic, lonesome hitman, as well as 
one of the movies’ most striking portraits 
of New York City. 


Dr Renault's Secret, Dragonwyck 
Gene Tierney’s the innocent country girl 
swept off to Vincent Price's lordly lair of aris- 
tocratic rot in Joseph Mankiewicz’s excel- 
lent 1946 gothic melodrama. Yet Tierney's 
not as fundamentally innocent as the amaz- 
ing J Carroll Naish, who plays both the 
brute, inarticulate hero and monster in Harry 
Lachman's 1942 post-Darwinian horror film. 


Moontide; Road House 

\da Lupino is the suicidal waif who pierces 
the heart of Jean Gabin's wandering long- 
shoreman amidst murder, booze and plumes 
of fog in this atmospheric, creepily homo- 
erotic 1942 noir. Lupino then manages to 
turn just about everybody on, including 
Richard Widmark and Comell Wilde, as the 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 37 


Lucid dreaming 


Metro docs look at Patti Smith, the dreammachine 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

ocumentaries tend to make 
Dr name more on story than 

style—there are only so many 
ways to tell the truth, after all. Still, the 
two interesting-though-not-espescial- 
ly-noteworthy documentaries going up 
at Metro this weekend provide an 
interesting contrast, each outlining in 
their own way the pros and cons of 
two different documentary styles. 

The intimate Patti Smith: Dream 
of Life, shot over 11 years of the punk 
godmother's life, is a frequently 
voyeuristic and always narrow look at 
one of the most important women in 
rock ‘n’ roll. Following Smith from 
just before her mid-’90s return-to-per- 
forming concerts with Bob Dylan to 
shortly after George W Bush took the 
United States into Iraq, with healthy 
doses of archival footage, it is an 
impressionist portrait of the artist as 
middle-aged woman. 

Though it begins with Smith casually 
listing off the Wikipedia-summary ver- 
sion of her life, that’s really the film's 
only sop towards narrative: it is instead 
a collage of vignettes—some following 
her around her daily life, some sit- 
down interviews, some sorting through 
old photos and film while Smith recalls 
and comments on the events of her 
life—that seem more like hanging 
around with the woman than trying to 
team about her. Certain threads contin- 
ue to pop up—a sharply critical streak 
when it comes to society's complacen- 
cy, whether in the ‘60s or now, and an 
almost unhealthy obsession with Bob 
Dylan are the two most prominent— 
but just as with personal interaction, 
this is almost a random assortment of 
moments whose directions only reveal 
themselves in hindsight. 


How effective a documentary strat- 
egy that is probably depends on how 
interested in Smith you are from the 
start. Besides a few scattered recol- 
lections, there really isn’t any exami- 
nation of her place in history, and 
both Smith and director Steven 
Sebring seem more content to offer 
life advice than character exploration. 
Anyone who appreciates Smith will 
certainly appreciate some time in her 
company, though. 


NIK SHEEHAN'S Fricker, on the 
other hand, is a far more traditional 
take. Examing the history of the 
dreammachine—and by extension its 
creator, beat artist Brion Gysin— 
Sheehan mixes talking heads with 
to-the-point narration, delving into 
Gysin's very beat-like obsession with 
altering perspective, as well as his 
close association with William S 
Burroughs and a host of other poets 
and performance artists. 

Sheehan is slightly handicapped 
by the fact that a lot of his subjects 
aren’t terribly eloquent or, to put it 
diplomatically, clear-minded. The 
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dreamachine is said to be the chem- 
ical-free high, but neither Gysin nor 
most of his contemporaries had any 
trouble with chemical highs, and to 
this day the dreamachine attracts a 
lot of the type of person prone to 
broad statements about the nature 
of reality and the bonds of society, 
which is an interesting bit of kitsch, 
but can make the machine seem 
like nothing but the neutered, 
aspartame version of acid. 

Still, Gysin led an interesting life, 
and Sheehan gives a fairly thorough 
biography. Of particular interest is the 
creation and attempted marketing of 
the dreamachine, where Gysin’s tem- 
pestuousness and unwillingness to 
compromise his beat/countercultural 
ideals came to the fore, even if they 
probably didn’t handcuff its popular- 
ization as much as some of his friends 
seem to think: Gysin had the idea that 
it might replace television, and as 
tempting as the idea of an individual- 
created experience is to people ofa 
certain ilk, it’s fairly obvious that a 
good number of people are fine with 
mass consumption. ¥ 


NOW PLAYING ONLY IN THEATRES 


DON'T MISS THEM 


A central purpose of this column is to highlight deserving movies that never made 
it to Edmonton screens— list that gets longer every year. Here are the most neg- 
ligibly distributed movies of 2008, now on DVD. 


Paranoid Park 


Gus Van Sant’s bequiling portrait of bewildered youth and accidental death moves 
in mesmerizing circles as its teen hero starts and stops his written testament. The 
skateboard sequences quietly dazzle. 


Flight of the Red Balloon 

Juliette Binoche is vivaciously batty as a single mother and voice actor living 
comfortably in perpetual chaos while her son introduces his Chinese 
babysitter/filmmaker to Paris and to the mischievious drifting globe of the title 
Hou Hsiao-hsien’s first movie in French is a sublime homage to Lamorisse’s 1956 
classic La Ballon Rogue. 


Before | Forget 

Writer/director/actor Jacques Nolot inhabits many rooms and smokes many cig- 
arettes. He's 58, HIV positive, a blocked writer and former gigolo. He places his 
body on display as a spectacle of slow decay and sombre beauty. The scenes 
are observational, expansive, breathing like a protracted sigh. Not much hap- 
pens, | suppose, but the cumulative feeling is tender, dryly humorous and 
immensely affecting. w 
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NOW PLAYING 


I'VE LOVED YOU SO LONG 

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY PHILIPPE CLAUDEL 
STARRING KRISTIN SCOTT THOMAS, ELSA ZYLBERSTEIN 
ar 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
If nothing else, writer/director Phillippe 
Claudel did right by casting Kristin 
Scott Thomas as Juliette, the wounded, 
withdrawn ex-con at the centre of his 
redemption drama I’ve Loved You So 
Long (Il y a longtemps que je 
t'aime). Though maybe not deserving of 
all the superlatives that have been 
thrown her way—though undeniably 
skilled, it isn't exactly dynamic—Scott 
Thomas is nevertheless pretty incredi- 
ble as solemn stoic: her face is the anti- 
drama mask, an unbroken calm that 
conveys simply but elegantly her slowly 
lifting disdain for the world, a guard 
against judgements she is interested 
neither in disputing nor accepting. 
Bearing the brunt of that disdain is 
Juliette’s sister Lea (Elsa Zylberstein), 
whose early, well-meaning attempts to 
integrate Juliette into her family and back 
into the outside world are met largely 
with bitter resentment. With the determi- 
nation and unwounded spirit of a dog 


GARNEAU 
theatre 


playing fetch, though, Lea eventually 
Starts to crack through Juliette’s wall, 
reminiscing over their childhood or mak- 
ing small talk about Lea’s group of 
friends. Her imprisonment is a sensitive 
subject, though, and eventually Lea has 
to do something underhanded to really 
get through. 

And while the chemistry between 
Scott Thomas and Zylberstein is endear- 
ing—some quiet moments in the county 
pool are particularly calming bits of sis- 
terly bonding—for the most part /’ve 
Loved You So Long is too much of an 
intellectual exercise to really be all that 
engaging. If it wasn't already obvious, 
two incidents in the middle of the film— 
a debate about Raskolnikoff in one of 
Lea's English classes, and extended 
sequence where one of'Lea’s drunk 
friends tries to pull Juliette’s past out of 
her—basically spell out that we're sup- 
posed to be thinking about society's treat- 
ment of criminals, and the one-two punch 
manages to fiatten almost all of the 
admittedly subdued emotions that come 
before that. 

There are some sops towards the 
end—dJuliette gets involved with an 
extraordinarily wise, understanding Eng- 
lish professor, and Lea eventually con- 
fronts Juliette—but the film has been so 
numb and plodding up to that point that 
it's hard to see them as anything but the 
necessary steps towards climax, a narra- 
tive heightening that never bothers to 
bring the emotions along with it. Scott 
Thomas is incredibly talented at portray- 
ing 4 woman who's shutting her emotions 
off from the world, but there's no reason 
that /'ve Loved You So Long has to follow 
her lead. 


MARLEY & ME 

OIRECTED BY DAVID FRANKEL 

WRITTEN BY SCOTT FRANK AND DON RODS 
STARRING OWEN WILSON, JENNIFER ANISTON 
tik 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 

Some may argue the mystical kinship 
pet owners share with their cuddly. 
counterparts is a mere projection of 
human virtues on a linguistically inca- 
pable lifeform, but “common sense” is 
what becomes a genuinely shared 
experience between a person and their 
adopted animal. One's life is what the 
animal learns to adapt to, and in Mar- 
ley & Me, a wrecklessly sentimental 
true account of a family’s difficult 


Labrador retriever, the scenario is com 
cally reversed as the dog comes to ow, 
his supposed master. The family’s 
acceptance of their fate at the paws , 
an insufferable hound provides rewards 
of immeasurable love, and eventually a 
best-selling memoir. 

Owen Wilson stars, and Projects hi; 
free-willed American alpha male roy 
tine to the max, as newspaper colym 
nist John Grogan, who snags the smart 
pretty bride of his dreams, Jenny (Jen. 
nifer Aniston), and tests the will o/ 
their marriage in buying her an appear. 
ingly harmless puppy. Marley enters 
their lives, and consequently tears jt 
apart—at first, John can't contain the 
pooch or the stress raising him 
involves, though an opportunity to pub- 
lically share his misfortune at the Flori 
da newspaper for which he writes finds 
a surprisingly wide readership. Soon 
Not unlike Carrie Bradshaw dishing out 
her sex life, John’s work begins to doc- 
ument his most private memories 
including three children, a dream home 
and, of course, a family pet whom 
reflects the chaos of his dreams. 

Dog lovers will drool plenty over the 
film adaptation of Grogan’s beloved 
soccer-mom-book-club classic, featuring 
countless sequences of Marley ripping 
apart his owners’ lives. He chews furni- 
ture, devours mangoes and poops in the 
ocean, sans the aid of CGI or over-edit- 
ing: despite how many dogs actually 
Star as Marley, the performance 
emerges in a character as solid as 
Benji, Gizmo, or hell, even the Olsen 
Twins’ Michelle Tanner. If at any point 
Marley is played by an aetor in a dog 
suit, | couldn't begin to tell you when. 

Marley & Me is hardly flawed in 
the freedom of its heartwarming 
expression—it doesn’t buckle to the 
indulgence of director David Frankel’s 
previous holiday hard-on Love, Actu- 
ally, and instead draws attention to 
the frustration of marriage and child- 
rearing. But it's about as complicated 
as a Jack Johnson single playing 
beside a campfire, sharing neither of 
the bittersweet camp of Terms of 
Endearment or the subversive vege- 
tarian politics of Babe: Marley brings 
the viewer a pair of slippers and sits 
obediently at your lap until you shed 
just the right amount of tears for its 
tender whimpering. If you're looking 
for a film to hump your leg, this one’s 
not for you. w 
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on Oncle Antoine 
are’s something ridiculous in labelling 
what's been deemed the greatest Canadi- 
n film of all time a discovery, but, sadly 
ough, there you have it. Claude Jutra’s 
ichly evocative 1971 masterpiece cap- 
res a moment of transition in rural 
Québec and a child’s developing aware- 
ness of sex, death and the trail of hidden 
sompromises that lead to adulthood. 


arisa Shepitko; Aki Kaurismaki’s Prole- 
sariat Tlogy; The Films of Budd Boetticher 
Three multi-title director showcase boxes 
of tremendous value. Shepitko’s films 
vere poetic explorations of troubled Sovi- 
et memories; Kaurismaki’s are marked by 
a highly distinctive, minimalist comic 
deadpan and affection for crime stories 
about losers; Boetticher helmed some of 
the best westerns of the ‘50s, five of 
which are included here. 


The Small Back Room; The Spy Who 
Came In From the Cold 

Michael Powell's 1949 wartime drama fea- 
tures an alcoholic demolitions expert who 
has to both diffuse a bomb and keep alive 
an old flame. Martin Ritt's 1964 spy story 
plunges us headfirst into the Cold War and 
the chilling lengths governments traverse 
for the sake of secrecy. Two brilliant British 
films about the toll of war on ordinary lives. 


The Ballad of Narayama; Mishima 
With the death of Ken Ogata last October, 
Japan lost one of its great film actors. In 
Shohei Imamura’s 1983 epic Palme d'Orwin- 
ner, set in a backward rural community, 
Ogata played the son of an old woman who 
must be taken up a mountain to die. In Paul 
Schrader’s 1985 biopic, Ogata embodied leg- 
endary writer Yukio Mishima, who suicided 
in 1970 after a failed military coup, and 
remains a controversial figure to this day. w 
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CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 


780.852.4749 
MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00; 
Sat-Sun 1:30 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00; 
Sat-Sun 1:30 


Whitemud Crossing, 4211 106 St, 
780.496.1822 
TRANSYLVANIA (14A, course 
language and sexual content) 
Sun 2:00; English, French, and 
Homann with English subtitles; 


130 Ave 50 St. 780.472.9779 
Date of issue only: Thu, Jan 1_ 
GHAJINI (Hindi W/E.S.T.,) (14A, 
violence) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:00, 4:35, 8:15 
AUSTRALIA (PG, language may 
offend, violence) 
Thu, Jan 1: 12:50, 4:05, 7:35 
TRANSPORTER 3 (14A) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:40, 4:30, 7:10, 9:40 
ROLE MODELS (14A, crude con- 
tent, coarse language) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:55, 4:40, 7:15, 9:30 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3: 
SENIOR YEAR (G) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:15, 2:05, 4:05, 4:50, 
6:45, 7:25, 9:55 
CHANGELING (14A) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:05, 4:05, 6:55, 9:50 
MAX PAYNE (14A, violence) 
Thu, Jan 1: 9:25 
BODY OF LIES (14A, coarse lan- 
guage, brutal violence) 
Thu, Jan 1: 4:10, 6:55, 9:35 
ae HILLS CHIHUAHUA 
(G) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:20, 2:00, 4:00, 4:45, 
7:20, 9:50 } 
RACHEL GETTING MARRIED 
(14A, coarse language, mature 
themes) 
Thu, Jan 1; 1:25, 4:15, 6:50, 9:20 
EAGLE EYE (14A) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:35, 4:25, 7:00, 9:45 
IGOR (PG) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:30 
THE DARK KNIGHT (PG, vio- 
lence, frightening scenes, not rec- 
ommended for young children) 
Thu, Jan 1: 7:40 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 


14231 137th Avenue, 780.732.2236 


BEDTIME STORIES (G) 
No Thu, Jan 1: 12:30, 
2:50, 5:10, 7:40, 10:15 
MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1: 1:10, 4:00, 
7:20, 10:05 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, not 
recommended for young children, 
coarse language) 4 
No passes Thu, Jan 1: 2:15, 6:20, 
10:00 . 
THE SPIRIT (14A) 
Thu, Jan 1; 1:50, 5:00, 8:00, 
10:40 
VALKYRIE (PG, coarse language, 
violence) 
Thu, Jan 1; 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 
10:20 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
No Thu, Jan 1: 12:10, 
2:20, 4:40, 7:05, 9:20 
SEVEN POUNDS (14A, mature 
themes) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1: 1:20, 4:10, 
7:00, 9:55 
Neiresame aie 1: 12:20, 

lo Wu, Jan 1: 12:20, 
2:45, 5:15, 7:50, 10:30 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:15, 3:40, 6:40, 9:10 
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DOUBT (PG, mature theme) 
Thu, Jan 1: 12:50, 3:30, 6:30, 
9:00 

ree CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language mai 
ere language may 


~ Thu, Jan 1; 12:40, 3:00, 5:20, 


7:45, 10:10 

BOLT (G) 

Digital 3d Thu, Jan 1: 12:00, 
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:40 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Thu, Jan 1: 1:00, 3:50, 6:50, 9:30 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:40, 4:20, 7:10, 9:50 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 

Thu, Jan 1: 12:05 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St, 780,436,8585 
Date of issue only: Thu, Jan 1_ 
BEDTIME STORIES (G) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1; 12:00, 
2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00 
MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1: 1:15, 4:30, 
7:40, 10:15 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, not 
recommended for young children, 
coarse language) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1: 12:15, 
2:00, 4:00, 6:15, 8:00, 10:00 
THE SPIRIT (14A) 
Thu, Jan 4: 1:30, 4:00, 7:40, 
10:30 
VALKYRIE (PG, coarse language, 
violence) 
Thu, Jan 1: 12:20, 3:10, 6:50, 
9:45 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1: 12:00, 
2:20, 4:45, 7:00, 9:20 
SEVEN POUNDS (14A, mature 
themes) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1: 1:20, 4:10, 
7:00, 10:10 
YES MAN (14A) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1: 12:50, 
3:20, 7:15, 10:20 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) 
Thu, Jan 1: 12:30, 3:30, 7:30, 
10:30 
DOUBT (PG, mature theme) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:40, 4:01, 6;50, 9:45 
RAB NE BANA DI JODI (HINDI 
W/E.S.T.) (PG) 
Thu, Jan 1: 5:00, 9:00 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) 
Thu, Jan 1: 12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 
7:15, 9:50 
BOLT (G) 
Digital 3d Thu, Jan 1: 12:10, 2:30, 
4:50, 7:20, 9:40 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:15, 4:40, 7:20, 
10:20 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE (144) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:00, 3:50, 6:45, 9:30 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 
AFRICA (G) 
Thu, Jan 1: 11:50, 2:25 


10200-1402 Ave, 780.421.7020 
YES MAN (14A) 
No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital 
Daily 12:40, 3:20, 7:10, 9:50 
SEVEN POUNDS (144, mature 
themes) 
No , DTS Digital Dally 
12:50, 3:50, 6:45, 9:55 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) 
DTS Digital, No passes Daily 
12:20, 3:00, 6:35, 9:00 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, not 
recommended for young children, 
coarse language) 
No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital 
Daily 12:00, 3:40, 8:00 


_BEDTIME STORIES (G) 


No , Digital presentation 
Daily 12:05, 3:05, 7:00, 9:35 
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VALKYRIE (PG, violence, coarse 
lanquage) 


DTS Digital, Stadium Seating Daily 
12:10, 3:35, 6:40, 9:40 

DOUBT (PG, mature theme) 

DTS Digital Daily 12:30, 3:10, 
6:55, 9:20 

ne READER (184, sexual con- 
ent 

DTS Digital Daily 12:25, 3:15, 
6:30, 9:10 


Po CLAREVIEW 10 | 
4211-139 Ave, 780.472.7600 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Fri-Sun 1:05, 3:55, 6:30, 9:15; 

Mon-Thu 3:55, 6:30, 9:15 

FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 

crude content, language may 

offend) 

Daily 9:00 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 

STILL (PG) 

Fri-Sun 1:35, 5:00, 7:25, 9:50; 

Mon-Thu 5:00, 7:25, 9:50 

YES MAN (14A) 

Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:35, 7:10, 9:45; 

Mon-Thu 4:35, 7:10, 9:45 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 

Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:20, 6:45; Mon-Thu 

4:20, 6:45 

SEVEN POUNDS (144A, mature 

themes) 

Fri-Sun 1:15, 4:00, 6:40, 9:25; 

Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:40, 9:25 

MARLEY AND ME (PG) 

No passes Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:10, 

6:50, 9:35; Sun 1:20, 4:10, 6:50, 

9:35; Mon-Thu 4:10, 6:50, 9:35 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF 

BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, not 

recommended for young children, 

coarse language) 

No passes Fri-Sat 1:10, 4:50, 

8:30; Sun 1:10, 4:50, 8:30; Mon- 

Thu 4:50, 8:30 

THE SPIRIT (14A) 

Fri-Sun 2:10, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40; 

Mon-Thu 4:40, 7:15, 9:40 

VALKYRIE (PG, coarse language, 

violence) 

Fri-Sun 1:00, 3:50, 6:35, 9:20; 

Mon-Thu 3:50, 6:35, 9:20 

BEDTIME STORIES (G) 

Digital Presentation, No passes 

Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:25, 7:00, 9:30; Sun 

2:00, 4:25, 7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 

4:25, 7:00, 9:30 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


680148 Ave, Camrose, 780,608.2144 
YES MAN (14A) 
Daily 7:10, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:10 
BEDTIME STORIES (G) 
Daily 7:15, 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:15 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) 
Daily 9:00 
SEVEN POUNDS (14A, mature 
themes) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:50 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
Daily 7:00; Sat-Sun 2:00 
MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:05 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 780.416.0150 


BEDTIME STORIES (G) 
No Passes Thu, Jan 1: 1:30, 4:50, 
7:40, 10;30 

MARLEY AND ME (PG) 

No Passes Thu, Jan 1: 12:50, 
4:10, 6:50, 9:30 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, not 
recommended for young children, 
coarse language) 

No passes Thu, Jan 1: 12:00, 
3:30, 8:00 

THE SPIRIT (14A) 

Thu, Jan 1: 12:30, 3:50, 7:10, 
9:50 ‘ 
VALKYRIE (PG, coarse language, 
violence) 

Thu, Jan 1: 12:20, 4:20, 7:20, 
10:20 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 

G 

Ne passes Thu, Jan 1: 12:10, 


2:30, 4:40, 7:15 


SEVEN POUNDS (14A, mature 
themes) 

No passes Thu, Jan 1; 12:40, 
3:40, 7:00, 10:00 

YES MAN (14A) 

No passes Thu, Jan 1: 1:10, 4:30, 
7:30, 10:10 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) 

Thu, Jan 1: 9:40 

FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) 

Thu, Jan 1: 1:20, 4:15, 6:30, 9:10 
BOLT (G) 

Thu, Jan 1: 1:00, 4:00 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Thu, Jan 1: 6:40, 9:45 


712-109 St. 780-433-0728 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (14A, 
violence) 


Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St. Albert, 780-456-9822 


Date of issue only: Thu, Jan 1_ 
BEDTIME STORIES (G) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1: 1:35, 3:35, 
5:35, 7:35, 9:35 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 6:50 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) 
Thu, Jan 1: 8:45 
MADAGASCAR 2 (G) 
Thu, Jan 1; 12:45 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 
Thu, Jan 1; 4:35, 9:05 
BOLT (G) 
Thu, Jan 1: 2:30, 7:05 
YES MAN (14A) 
Thu, Jan 1: No passes 1:15, 3:15, 
5:15, 7:15, 9:15 
MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
Thu, Jan 1: No passes 12:40, 
2:55, 5:05, 7:20, 9:25 

LEDUC CINEMAS 

780-352-3922 4 

Date of issue only: Thu, Jan 1 
MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
Thu, Jan 1: 12:50, 3:15, 6:50, 
9:15 
BEDTIME STORIES (G) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:05, 3:25, 7:05, 9:25 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
Thu, Jan 1; 12:55, 3:30, 6:55, 
9:10 
YES MAN (14A) 
Thu, Jan 1; 1:00, 3:20, 7:00, 9:20 


| METRO CINEMA 

9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
780.425.9212 

FLICKER W/ TOWERS OPEN 

FIRE (STO) 

Fri, Sun 9:15; Sat, Mon 7:00 

PATTI SMITH: DREAM OF LIFE 

(14A) 

Fri, Sun, Tue, Wed 7:00; Sat, Mon, 

Tue, Wed 9:00 


| PARKLAND CINEMA7 —_| CINEMA 7 


130 Century Grossing, Spruce Grove, 


x rove, 
Stony Plain: Parkiand County 

BEDTIME STORIES (G) 

Daily 6:45, 9:00; Fri, Sat, Sun 

12:45, 3:15 

MARLEY AND ME (PG) 

Daily 7:10, 9:30; Fri, Sat, Sun 

12:55, 3:25 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF 

BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, not 

recommended for young children, 

coarse language) 

Daily 7:30; Fri, Sat, Sun 1;30 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 

Daily 6:55, 9:05; Fri, Sat, Sun 

1:05, 3:10 

FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 

crude content, language may 

offend) 

Daily 7:05, 9:15 

YES MAN (144) 

Daily 7:00, 9:10; Fri, Sat, Sun 


1,00, 3:20 

SEVEN POUNDS (714A, mature 
theres) 

Daily 6:50, 9:25; Fri, Sat, Sun 
12:50, 3:30 

BOLT (G) 

Fri, Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:00 


10397-82 Ave, 780.433.0728 
MILK (144, coarse language) 
Daily 6:45, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 
I'VE LOVED YOU SO. LONG 
(STC) 

Daily 6:55, 9:05; Sat-Sun 2;30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 780.444.2400 
Date of issue only: Thu, Jan 1 
BEDTIME STORIES (G) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1; 11:45, 
2:20, 4:50, 7:30, 10:10 
MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1: 12:30 
3:30, 6:30, 9:30 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF 
BENJAMIN BUTTON (PG, not 
recommended for young children, 
coarse language) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1: 12:00, 
4:00, 8:00 
THE SPIRIT (144) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:20, 4:2 
10:20 
VALKYRIE (PG, coarse language, 
violence) 
Thu, Jan 1; 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 
10:00 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
No passes Thu, Jan 1: 11:50, 
2:15, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40 
SEVEN POUNDS (144, mature 


Jan 1: 12:50, 
to 9:50 
YES MAN (14A) 
Nop Thu, Jan 1: 12:10, 
45 7:50, 10:30 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE 
(PG) 

Thu, Jan 1: 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG, 
crude content, language may 
offend) 

Thu; Jan1: 1:30, 4:15, 6:40, 9:15 
BOLT (G) 

Thu, Jan 1: 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 
9:20 

TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

Thu, Jan 1; 12:40, 3:40, 6:45, 
9:45 

QUANTUM OF SOLACE (14A) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:40, 4:30, 7:40 
10:30 


| __ WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 780.455.8726 
YES MAN (14A) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, Fr 
3: ; Mon § 


°, 


VALKYRIE (PG, coarse language, 
violence) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri-Sun 12:45, 
3:30, 6:40, 9:20; Mon-Thu 6:40, 
9:20 

MARLEY AND ME (PG) 

DTS Digital, No passes Fri-Sun 
9:45; DTS Digital 
45 


THE SPIRIT (14A) 


780.252.3922 
Date of Issue only: Thu, Jan 1 
MARLEY AND ME (PG) 
Thu, Jan 1: 12:50, 3:15, 6:50, 
9:15 
BEDTIME STORIES 
(G) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:05, 3:25, 7:05, 9:2 


\ 


> 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
Thu, Jan 1: 12:55, 3:30, 6:55, 
9:10 
YES MAN (14A) 
Thu, Jan 1: 1:00, 3:20,'7:00, 9:20 
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IRON MAIDEN / FRI, JUN 6 / REXALL PLACE 


What can | say about Iron Maiden that has- 
n't already been said? They may be old, but 
they are mighty, and they still rule live 


CORB LUND / THU, APR 3 / REXALL PLACE 


MAY 28 / STARLITE ROOM 


Mirrored kicks ass. Seeing it live was totally mind blowing. Easily 
one of the best shows I've ever seen at Starlite 


Yeah, yeah—small town boy done good. Whatever. Corb took the stage at Rexall like he owned . 
_ the place, and the hometown crowd loved everything he dished out. Really, though, how can BATTLES / WED, 
I ot love “The Hockey Song” played by Corb in the house Gretzky built? Awesome. 


Dd 


PRIESTESS 


See more of Gravy's photos online at vueweekly.com 


VI 


THE HANDY 
TOBACCO OPTION 


THIS CE PRODUIT 
PRODUCT CREE UNE 
IS HIGHLY 
_ ADDICTIVE |DEPENDANC: | ' Pace 


Smoke free, chew free and 
spit free, SNUS is an alternative 
for adult tobacco users. 


SNUS is packaged in small, 
handy pouches that just need 
to be tucked under the upper lip — 
to deliver maximum taste. 


SNUS Original and Freshmint tins 
are available now through select © 
tobacco retailers in Edmonton. ~ 


el 


This product is highly addictive 


Ce produit crée une forte dépendance 


OT 


PLUS 


“Whitey “Houston 
& Goffin Ships 


LAKE Open Mic Nights Ist and 3rd 
Th0 every month; 6:30-8:30pm; open- 
mic@deadmansdog.com 

EDDIE SHORTS Open stage 
Thursday hosted by Kicks and Thrill 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-lipm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 
LB'S PUB Open jam with Ken 
Skoreyko; Spm 


PREVUE/ JAN 7-9 (7:30 PM) LAN TYSON / HORIZON STAGE (SPRUCE GROVE) $29 


And those winds sure can blow cold, way out there. Bundle up. 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop, lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 


a 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
Dus DJ Degree, Junior Brown. 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm. 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 


LIVE MUSIC 


BRIXX BAR Looking East, Grounded 
Star and Nobody Likes Dwight: Spm; 
$10 (door) 


BLUES OM WHYTE Jordan Cook 


(CARROT Live music Fridays: Leckie 
Olsen (rock singer/songwriter); all 
ages; 7:30-9:30pm; $5 (door) 


CASINO EDMONTON VP 


Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nest 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James: no cove: 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday 
Dus spin Wooftop and Main Floor 
Eclectic jams with Nevine-indic 
motown, new wave, electro; 
Underdog: Perverted Fridays: Punk 
and Ska from the "60s ‘70s and ‘a¢ 
with Fathead 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dane 


BRIXX BAR 10030-102 St (downstairs), 780.428.1099 « BUDDY’S 11725B 

Jasper Ave, 780.488.6636 * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd, 

780.463.9467 * CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464-153 St, 780.424.9467 
CENTURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rd, 780.643.4000 * CHRISTOPHER’S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 
780.462.6565 e CHROME LOUNGE 132 Ave, Victoria Trail e CONVOCATION HALL Arts Bldg, U of A, 780.492.3611 « 
DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 780.454.9928 © DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 780.474.5554 ¢ DV8 TAVERN 8307-99 St, 
www.DV8TAVERN.com ¢ ECO CAFE Village at Pigeon Lake e EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 780.453.3663 © 
EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase III, 780.489.SHOW * FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906-99 St « FILTHY 
MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 780.916.1557 © FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 St, 780.429.0700 ¢ FOUR ROOMS 
Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 780.426.4767 * FOX 10125-109 St, 780.990.0680 ¢ FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 
780.433.9623 e FUNKY BUDDHA 10341-82 Ave, 780.433.9676 » GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 780.488.4841 ¢ GINGUR 
SKY 15505-118 Ave, 780.913.4312/780.953.3606 « HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.423.HALO ¢ HAVEN SOCIAL 
CLUB 15120A (basement), Stony Plain Rd, 780.756.6010 ¢ HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave, 780.490.7359 « HOOLI- 
GANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 780.452.1168 * HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 780.436.1161 e HYDEAWAY ALL AGES ART 
SPACE 10209-100 Ave * IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South e JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 780.451.8779 e J 
AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 780.436.4403 » JEFFREY’S CAFE 9640 142 St, 780.451.8890 ¢ JEKYLL AND 
HYDE PUB and RESTAURANT Riverview Inn, 10209-100 Ave, 780.426.5381 (pub)/780.429.5081 (rest) e JET 
NIGHTCLUB 9221-34 Ave, 780.466.6552 * JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 
780.732.4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 780.433.6768 © L.B'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 780.460.9100 * LEG- 
ENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 780.481.2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd FI, 780.447.4495 © LIVE WIRE 
BAR AND GRILL 1107 Knotwood Rd. East © LOOP LOUNGE 367 St Albert Rd, St Albert, 780.460.1122 * MACLAB 
CENTRE-LEDUC 4308-50 St, Leduc * McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10025-101 St © MORANGO’STEK CAFE 
10118-79 St * MURRIETA'S 10612-82 Ave « NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 780.490.1999 * NEW CITY 10081 
Jasper Ave, 780.413.4578 ¢ NIKKI DIAMONDS 8130 Gateway Blvd, 780.439.8006 * NORTH GLENORA HALL 
13535-109A Ave ¢ NORWOOD LEGION 11150-82 St, 780.436.1554 * O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 780.414.6766 * ON 
THE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 780.482.4767 * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 780.439.9485 « 
OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St, 780.423.1643 « OVERTIME SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-106 St, 
780.485.1717 * PALACE CASINO-WEM 8882-170 St, 780.444.2112 © PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upstairs, 
780.432.0814 * PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVE 11607 Jasper Ave ¢ PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, 
St. Albert * PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-1083 St e RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.428.0825 e RENDEZVOUS PUB 
10108-149 St e ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 10111-117 St, 780.482.5253 « SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE 10416-82 Ave, 780.437.0231/710.1625 ¢ SECOND CUP-124 STREET 12336-124 St, 780.451.7574 « 
SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB-CAPILANO MALL Capilano Mall, North Entrance ¢ SIDELINERS PUB 11018-127 St, 453- 
6006 * SNEAKY PETES 12315-118 Ave, 780.455.8007 » SPEAKEASY (AKA: THE SHOP) 12545-125 St e 
SPORTSWORLD 13710-104 St * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 780.428.1099 « STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE 
PLAZA 11116-82 Ave, 780.988.8105 * STOLLIS 2nd FI, 10368-82 Ave, 780.437.2293 » STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 « TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, St. Albert, 780.458.0860 e TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau 
Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 780.452.7770 * UNION HALL Argyll, 99 St, 780.702.2582 * URBAN LOUNGE 10544- 
82 Ave, 780.437.7699 * WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St, 780.476.3388 * WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 
780.436.2286 * Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 780.994.3256, www.yafterhours.com * YESTERDAYS PUB 112, 205 
Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 780.459.0295 
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‘FAL YOUR FREE LISTINGS TD 700.428.2889 FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock OM THE ROCKS Salsaholic Spm: $5 
CREMAL GLBNYS CLASSICAL Bingo with DJ SWAG Thursdays: Dance 1éssons at ons IRISH CLUB Jam session 9 
LUSTRGSOVURVERIICOIM ——————— Salsa DJ to follow #e88)0n1) Bom. 
TEADUE 6 FRDAY AT 3 Pa WINSPEAR CENTRE Saiute 10 FO Le Erte Naito OVERTIME SOUTH Revo New. | 
Vienna: New Year's day: The Strauss FUNKY BUDDHA classic rock R&B, urBan and dance WORY CLUB Dvelling piano «: 
Symphony of Canada™, Lajos Blazy Requests with DJ Damian with DJ Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany and ¢ 
(conductor Budapest), Helena Holl GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: T me and guests 7 
{soprano Budapest), Neal von Osten 40/6 with DU Ch ites:Top PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 
{tenor Vienna), festuring dancers from a irstian Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun | SEKVLL AND HYDE (PUB) £0, 
5 the Budapest Ballet ; 2:30pm; $49- GINGUA SKY Urban Substance with PI residents Friday: Headwind {classic pop, 
$89 at Winspear bax office Thuredays RANCH Staff Xmas party with Top 40 gle 
3 f r D\Zaus and Johnny infanous, Yom) YETNIGHTCLUB Rettlesnats 5 
- ue stawss; BTS" aseetenr (Deepa en 
8 RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal Thuraday 
| with orn666 ON THE ROCKS Crush; 9pm 
30- 32- 5 5 be Lage STARLITE ROOM Music Istand The | PAWN SHOP AcidWash Presen: 
7 an 0 3 CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Opon Techno Hippy Crew: Bassnectar, Kush | P4OJDJDJDJDJ; Spm 
stage hosted by Alberta Cruda; 6- Arora, Shamik and guests; 8pm URBAN LOUNGE Bonafide 
10pm TEMPLE Tainted Thursdays: Electro | WILD WEST SALOON Jn 
, : ; - DRUID Guitar heroes Pop. Indie Rock and Roll el A 
ew “Years “Eve zara ety — 
: je: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
A eee ee ay BACKROOM VODKA BAR Fi, 
Ek 3 : Friday: Funky breaks, funky house 
eae a t : DVB Open mic Thursdays funky tunes with Phife and friend 
Fic 7 ‘ . 5 ae ECO CAFE-VILLAGE AT PIGEON BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Conne:i=) 


ee bs ttrin) = Open Heiner ates wa {pop/rock} BUDDY'S We made "em famous! 0 | 
je Thus wi an Omas rai .. hardstyle/techno with i avoid | 
sa GLENORA a Jam by raat LOUISE Escareck Dect, tech pall le with DJ ee ELEN. Souled Out Beem 8 ate , 
Wild ose Old Time Fiddlers BLACK DOG Bahaek. |) eee Set re mors oto CHROME LOUNGE Pistinumn vi 
ON THE ROCKS Crush Thursdays: Dus spin on three levels | NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo at COAST TO COAST Open Stage Fridays 
9:30pm followed by Electroshock vary Friday night with host Leona 
WILD WEST SALOON Jo Hikk BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest Therapy with Dervish Nazz Nomad Burkey at Spm. EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hoy 
vet Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ and Plan B (electro, retro) DV8 TAVERN Live music every Fi house, mash up; no minors 
es eaeeyDAM ESMERELDA’S Ezzies Freakin Fenny 
Y * ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave, 780.758.9856 ¢ ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 | 
<= Calgary Trail South, 780.432.4611 ¢ AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, | 
> 780.990.0031 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, | 
= 780.436.4418 ¢ BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave, 780.420.9098 | 
— BAR WILD 10552-82 Ave, 780.432.0814 * BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Continental 
lug Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 780.484.7751 « BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425- | 
aa 82 Ave, 780.439.1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, } 
ES 780.418.6332 ¢ BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.989.2861 ¢ BLUES ON | 
= WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780.439.3981 » BOOTS 10242-106 St, 780.423.5014 » | 


ince 1993, |, like pretty well every other 
qusic writer out there, have come up 
yith annual lists of my favourite albums. | 
m trying to understand if critics do this 
» actually help out readers or because to 
s in this business you have to be a com- 
ulsive list-maker. 
So, as | was choosing my favourite 
ibum of 2008, a close race between 
Amanda Palmer's Who Killed Amanda 
Palmer? and the Buttless Chaps’ Cartog- 
yaphy, | looked back at my past lists, 
ecalling my favourite albums of the last 
jecade and a half. Some of these records 
are still in regular rotation at Chez Steve, 
but, amazingly, there are some that have 
some serious dust on the jewel case. It 
shows that my enthusiasm for something 
ew doesn't always mean it will stay 
ith me forever. 
1993: Afghan Whigs, Gentlemen | 
still love this record. Greg Dulli’s dark 
songs about the cold cruelty of relation- 
hips is as stunning now as it was then. 
1994: Pavement, Crooked Rain, 
Crooked Rain | don't listen to this as 
much as Pavement's previous record, and 
e one considered to be the group’s most 
important, Slanted and Enchanted. Still, 
Cut Your Hair,” which is from this album, 
til goes down as not only the best pop 
song ever penned by Stephen Malkmus, 
but maybe the most memorable pop 
anthem (for me at least) of the 1990s. 
1995: Six Finger Satellite, Severe 
Exposure | think people will one day dis- 
over how 6FS entwined electronics, 
punk and drugs together and the band 
will become classic in the same way 
music snobs revere acts like Suicide or 
Spacemen 3. 
1996: Stereolab, Emperor Tomato 


Ketchup | still really enjoy this album, 
but have to admit | find it hard to distin- 
guish from other Stereolab records of the 
mid- to late-'90s. Droning, hypnotic rock 
heavily influenced by French pop. 

1997: Radiohead, OK Computer | 
wrote back then: “... will be remembered 
in the same light as the Beatles’ Revolver 
or the Clash’s London Calling—not only a 
great record unto itself, but one that 
defined a decade.” Then, Radiohead 
released Kid A, maybe an even more 
influential record, just to spite me. 

1998: Son Volt, Wide Swing Tremolo | 
think | was so excited that Jay Farrar had 
put out another record that it took me a 
year to figure out that | still really liked Son 
Volt’s debut, Trace, a hell of a lot better. 

1999: The Desert Sessions, Vols V- 
V/ If there ever was a fuck-you pick, this 
was it. Josh Homme, who would later 
become a rock icon with Queens of the 
Stone Age, helped put out a series of 10- 
inch vinyl releases that featured a revolv- 
ing series of guest musicians. | think the 
fact | picked a vinyl collection was me at 
the zenith of wanting to be as difficult as 
possible. 

2000: Harvey Danger, King James 
Version Yes, this is the Harvey-Danger 
album that tanked the band’s career. It 
was hated by everyone. Except me. 

2001: System of a Down, Toxicity To 
me, this is still SOAD's best album. Funny, 
the more | listen to this, the less | hear a 
metal record and the more | hear Armen- 
ian/Eastern European folk music set to 
electric guitars. 

2002: Mclusky, Mclusky Do Dallas 
To me, great rock or punk music isn’t 
about writing about how much society 
sucks or that your parents don’t under- 
stand you. It’s writing about the things 
that really make you angry, like losing a 
pissing contest, being cut off in traffic or 
being subjected to a really lousy band. No 
band put this to music in this generation 
like Mclusky. 


pping out the winners 


2003: Mars Volta, De-Loused in the 
Comatorium As close as a modern 
album as you'll find to Rush’s 2772. And | 
love Rush's 2172. Let's face it, as Canadi- 
ans, we ALL love Rush's 2112. Only some 
of us have the balls to admit it. 

2004: Mclusky, The Difference 
Between You and Me Is That I’m Not 
on Fire Not quite as good as Mclusky Do 
Dallas, but still a fantastic effort from my 
favourite band of the last decade. 

2005: The Juan Maclean, Less 
Than Human John Maclean of Six Finger 
Satellite fame reinvented himself as an 
electronica-dance wizard. “Shining 
Skinned Friend” is a love song, with 
robots, set to synths. Awesome. 

2006: The Rapture, Pieces of the 
People We Love Call it dance-punk, 
whatever, but "Get Myself Into It” is one 
of the hookiest, catchiest songs written 
so far in the millennium. And “The 
Sound” is a scathing critique of the 
recording industry. 

2007: Dinosaur Jr, Beyond Loud, 
brash, rock music. Dinosaur Jr. don’t rein- 
vent the wheel, but when the band is at 
its best, no one does guitar rock like it 
does, 


SO, THE WINNER for 2008? While Palmer's 
mix of macabre, dark lyrics with gleeful 
piano pop was jarring, | have to go with 
the Chaps. Cartography is arguably the 
Vancouver band’s strongest in terms of 
songwriting—and, as anyone who reads 
this space regularly knows, | am a big fan 
of the Chaps. It's the most pop-friendly 
album the band has done, with less 
emphasis on synths than in the past, but 
the guitar lines are smooth and graceful. 
The players tried to make a cohesive pack- 
age rather than mix country, rock and tech- 
no together, and the result is stunning. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 
of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
living in Toronto. 
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<3 | BACKLASH BLUES 


= ROLAND PEMBERTON 
‘oland@yueweekly.com 


10) NERD, “Everyone Nose (All the 
Girls Standing in the Line for the 
Bathroom)” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=arZMBKbqs4k) 


The title and omnipresent vocal are 
equally as self-indulgent as the girls in 
question, which is actually a great thing. 
It's elegantly wasted post-rap, Pharrell 
pinning the tail on the White Pony with a 
beat that's part Jungle Brothers and part 
1998 acid jazz. The R&B breakdown actu- 
ally shows some pathos for the Ultra 
Lounge types to think beyond their alco- 
hol-soaked prison. 


9) DJ Mujava, “Township Funk” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=015-z0IgoEE) 


A standout example of kwaito, a South 
African strain of house music made with 
clever drum rhythms and simple instru- 
mentation. This is a worldwide anthem, 
pinned to an addictive synth hook that 
has been remixed into oblivion. 


8) Cut Copy, “Lights And Music” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=CCRuCAcAZK0) 


“Lights And Music” is an amazing exer- 
cise in texture and design, a brilliantly 
tailored Depeche Mode throwback with 
modern touches of shoegaze and electro. 
Easily the hook of the year. 


7) Busta Rhymes, “Don’t Touch Me” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=0TFbaE2WYFo) 


When this song started making the rounds, 


| Rollie’s top 20 of 2008: pa 


| was surprised at its rawness. It's a song 
based around a single drum break and fluc- 
tuations in rhyming frequency. It’s about 
tension and release, almost a rap version of 
the Pixies “loud-quiet-loud” approach. It’s a 
return to the elastic, fun Busta Rhymes of 
the mid-'90s, shirking his recent, desperate 
attempts at club supremacy. 


6) MGMT, “Kids (Soulwax Remix)” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=ba0ZIAa1r0l) 


The original is a memorable song from 
this year, whether you saw MGMT live or 
heard them while waiting for chicken fin- 
gers at Chili's. The remix amps up the 
tunefulness of the original and adds addi- 
tional live playing by the Soulwax band 
for a warped take on a future classic. 


5) Mr Oizo, “Positif” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=_c5TJkiny2k) 


Mr Oizo has seemingly had no interest in 
making an even remotely straightforward 
dance hit since meteoric success of 
1999's “Flat Beat,” but this is, in my opin- 
ion, a banger on that level of accessibili- 
ty. The French vocal samples (“arretez de 
vous reproduire”) go with the same punk 
aesthetic as the frantic, heavily manipu- 
lated synth line and it bangs to the very 
last drop, ending on a chopped up grab of 
“Another One Bites The Dust.” 


4) TV On The Radio, “Red Dress” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=3t0uq|OrSUk) 


Trading on Talking Heads funk and a clev- 
erly designed drum break, this song is an 
ambitious analysis of the current Ameri- 
can sociopolitical climate and our genera- 
tion's ambivalence to it. Kyp Malone puts 
us (and himself) on the chopping block for 
this one: “And you all dance to this / 


* 


Without shaking a fist / ... They got yo 
tame and they got me tame.” 
A ei th 


3) The Bug, “Skeng” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=zwmUOJR-Gw) 


With grime in-a minor identity crisis i, 
2008, this collaboration between the Bug 
and Roll Deep members Flowdan ani 
Killa P brought the danger back to tii, 
genre. The scariest sounding song in 
years, it encapsulates the class struggic 
in London to a tee with pummelling bas: 
and an unbelievable performance fray, 
the emcees. 


2) Lil Wayne, “A Milli” 
(youtube.com/watch?v=VFMHdSC2P7)) 


Lil Wayne's got balls, doesn't he? He 
makes his single a song where there’s no 
chorus and the “beat” is simply a pitched 
down vocal sample and monster 808 kic! 


. People didn't think it would go very far, but 


that's why most people aren't A&As. This 
was the perfect showcase for his lyrical 
personality. Elastic cartoon laughs, morph 
ing vocal chords and breathless brags. He 
can't contain himself, so how could a beat? 


1) The Juan Maclean, “Happy House 
(youtube.com/watch?v=20zbYWObUmE) 


This song is a precursor to the 2009 disco 
revival. Live drums and bass with LCD 
Soundsystem's Nancy Whang cooing: 
buoyant thankfuls to a very special some 
one. The content isn’t as important as the 
feeling it elicits. It's a mesmerizing raft 
ride of Chicago house minimalism thai, 
cultivates in a coda for the digital age 
“launch me into space.” This song took 
dance music back to the place where the 
electronic medium could be used to pre: 
ent something purely human. w 


whenever 
NEWCASTLE PUB Sunday acoustic 


open stage with Willy James and 
Crawdad: 3-6pm 


NEW CITY Open Mic Sunday hosted 
by Ben Disaster; Spm (sign-up); no 
cover 

O'BYRNE'S Open mic jam with 
Robb Angus (tha Wheat Pool) 

ON THE ROCKS Shocker Sundays 
with King Muskata 

OSCAR'S PUB Open stage Sundays 


hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor; 8-11pm 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night with Atomic Improv, 
Jameoki and DJ Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Afternoons: Phil, 2-7pm; Main Floor 
Got To Give It Up: Funk, Sout, 

Motown, Disco with DJ Red Dawn 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop, Rudy Electro; 10pm- 
2:30am; guest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michetti.com 


GINGUR Ladies Industry Sundays 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Get Down 
Sundays with Neighbourhood Rats 
OVERTIME DOWNTOWN Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DU Bo 


WUNDERBAR Sundays OJ Galatea 
and XS, guests; no cover 


TSwreeKy ANT -JANT. 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sleeman 
Mondays: live musie monthly; no 
cover 

BLUES OM WHYTE Pete Turland 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Jazz Night; 
7pm $10 (door)/$5 (student) 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hasted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 
ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE Tic 
Legendary Rose Bow! Monday Jam 
hosted by Shery-Lee Wisor/Mike 
McDonald (altemating); Spm-1Zam 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Music at 
Noon) Student Recital Series; 12pm; 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 


Service Industry Night: no minors; 
Spm-2Zam 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Eclectic Nonsense, Y 
Confederacy of Dunces, Dad Rock, TJ 
Hookah and Rear Admiral Saunders 


Y'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop; 12am- 
2:30am, interested guest DJs inquire 
at kelly@michetti.com; karaoke with 
Tazy, amateur strip contest; 9pm- 
12am 


FILTHY MoNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Daniel and Fowler (eclectic tunes) 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BRDOX BAR Big Rock Untapped and 
Unplugged with Kurt West Express: 
Spm; free before 10pm, $5 after 
BLUES ON WHYTE Fete Turland 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 


LB'S PUB Ammars Moosehead 
Tuesday open stage every Tuesday 
night; Spm-lam; featuring guests 
Zeek Ammar, hosted by Mark Ammar 
and Noel (Big Cat) Mackeraie 
O'BYRNES Celtic Jam with 
‘Shannon Johnson and friends 
SECOND CUP-124 STREET Open 
mic avery Tue; 8-10pm 

SECOND CUP STANLEY MILNER 
UBRARY Open mic every Tue: 7- 
9pm 


‘SIDELINERS PUB Tuesday All Star 
Jam with Alicia Tait and Rickey 
Sidecar, 8pm 


DIS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Floor CJSR's Eddie Lunchpail; 
Wooftop: Dub at The Dog with DJ 
Degree 

BUDDY'S Free pool and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser; 

ESMERALDA’S Retro avery Tue; no 
cover with student ID 


FUNKY BUDDHA 
Latin and Salsa music, dance lessons 
10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 

Reggae music; no cover 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE “abil- 

ly, Ghoul-rock, spooky with DJ Vylan 
er 

RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 

Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with DJ 

Hot Philly 

‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 

LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 

house beats with DJ Kevin Wong 

SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 

AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO 

Retro Night; 7-10:30pm; www. sports- 

world.ca 


ED 
LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Glitter Gulch Wednesdays: live 
music once a month 

BLUES ON WHYTE Pete Turland 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open Stage 
with Ido; 8:30pm: free 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock 1’ Roll 
Kenny 

HORIZON STAGE lan Tyson; 7:30pm 


HYDEAWAY Ai Ages Art Space: 
CJSR presents: Ramshackle Day 
Parade: 7pm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 


HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam pre- 
sented by the Northern Bluegrass 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic 
(acoustic) every Wed 

TEMPLE Wyld Style Wednesday 
Live hip hop, every Wed; $5 


URBAN LOUNGE Lex Justice 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Decp 
Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smooy 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wednesday 
Nights: with OJ Harley 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: RetroActive Radio: Alternative 
"BOs and "90s, Post Punk. New Wave 
Garage, Brit, Mod, Rock and Roll 
with LL Goo! Joe 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sexoy 
Sean 


FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays Fock 
This 
FOX Wind-up Wednesdays: R&B, 
hiphop, reggae, old skool, reggaetor 
with InVineeable, Touch It, weekly 
guest Ds 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&B wit) 
DJ Spincycle 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 0.) 
Roxxi Slade (indie, punk and meta!) 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
‘SubTerranean Wednesdays: Shate | 
‘With Greg Gory and Eddie Lunchpa'! 
nO minors; 9pm (door) 

MAKOG DIAMONDS Punk and ‘280s 
metal every Wednesday 

RED STAR Guest DJs every 
Wednesday 


‘STARLITE ROOM Wild Style 
Wednesdays: Hip-Hop: 9pm 


s 2009 gets off to a start, Vue's 
writers have considered the 
options and named some of their 
favourite moments in music from 2008. 


ROCK ‘N’ ROLL AIN'T NOISE POLLUTION 


{t was my annis mirabilis musicalis; my 
“miracle year” of music. Three of my 
absolute 
favourites 
released 
albums: 
the Moun- 
tain Goats’ 
Heretic 
Pride in 
mid- Feb- 
ruary; fol- 
lowed by 
the Silver Jews’ Lookout Mountain, 
Lookout Sea in June, capped off by Lam- 
behop's October offering, OH (Ohio). 

Songwriters John Darnielle, 
David Berman and Kurt Wagner 
have given me so much comfort, 
delight and wisdom over the years 
of our aural acquaintanceship, 
soundtracking my moments of 
greatest joy and loneliest sorrow, 
that I feel an embarrassing amount 
of emotion towards them. I know 
their voices: Darnielle’s desperate 
wail (he sings the way a desert- 
stranded man would gulp water); 
Berman’s-wry, soul-wringing 
hound-dog basso; Wagner's 
fraught, rumbling croon. 

I listen for their shifting musical 
palettes as they experiment with 
sound, textures and techniques. | 
marvel at the deftness of their lyrics, 
their varied styles of metaphor and 
portraiture, their economical 
authorship and masterful turns of 
phrase. I seek out their jokes, the 
threads of their characteristic obses- 
sions, the through-lines that sew 
each album into a body of work. I 
try to guess what they are reading, 
listening to, mulling over, and if 
Wagner is smoking. I appreciate 
their evolutions, their discoveries of 
aging parallel to mine, the gifts and 
fees the world extends to and 
extracts from the body and mind as 
we putter from the womb to the 
grave, strangely together. 

1 think music makes us better, some- 
how, as a species and as people. If you can 
listen as generously as an artist creates, 
with as much sincerity and heart and con- 
sideration, you complete the circuit of art. 
—MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 


THIS HOUSE IS ON FIRE 


Samuel Beam—known onstage as 
Iron & Wine—appeared in Edmonton 
for the very first time on Thursday, 
October 9, and the performance he 


Rock Wy’ 
Damnation 


Shining moments in music during 2008 


roll 


2/2008 


delivered in front of the Myer 
Horowitz's sold-out crowd was noth- 
ing short of spellbinding: 

After the Calgary-based band 
Woodpigeon had warmed up the 
masses, Beam stepped on stage 
and—with only his guitar accompa- 
nying him—hypnotized the audi- 
ence. His delicate, almost watery 
voice instantly flooded the senses, 
and the casual and often absurd 
conversations he had with his fans 
made it clear that this charismatic 
mountain man wasn’t without a 
good sense of humour. At one 
point, the gentle Beam deadpanned 
that if a certain member of the audi- 
ence didn’t stop yelling at him to 
play the song “Such Great Heights,” 
he would “come down there and 
punch [them] in the face.” He need- 
ed to put that song away for a while 
in order to make it special again— 
couldn’t they understand? 

“And don't think there's going to be 
an encore,” Beam told the rest of the 
crowd. “I know all about that trick 
where everyone keeps on clapping 
after I walk off the stage,” he smiled 
wryly, “and it’s not going to work!” 

In the end though, there was an 
encore. After a breathtaking main set 
in which he played such favourites as 
“Each Coming Night,” “Woman King” 
and “Naked As We Came,” Beam came 
back out and treated the audience to a 
few more. Then, he sent the still mes- 
merized crowd out into the night—the 
quivering echoes of his voice following 
them all the way home. —BRYAN SAUN- 
DERS / bryansaunders@vueweekly.com 


IF YOU WANT BLOOD (YOU'VE GOT 11) 


You ever have one of those 
moments where you're at a show 
and the whole place is shaking and 
crumbling down around you, people 
are slamming into each other and 
beer and water is spritzing into the 
air? Where the lead singer of the 
band is punching kids and waving 
his gut around, boys (and girls!) are 
opting for the shirtless look because 
of the heat and your face turns pur- 
ple because you can’t really breathe 
anymore but you refuse to get outta 
the pit because the action is so 
fucking hot? And then, for one brief 
shining second, you look all around 
you and everything sort of stops 
and you think to yourself, “Holy shit 
... all of these people are my best 
friends.” That’s exactly what hap- 
pened at the Fucked Up show on 
june 28 at Calgary's Sled Island. 
—BAYAN BIATLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


IT'S A LONG WAY TO THE TOP (IF YOU 
WANNA ROCK ‘NW’ ROLL) 


When my dad asked me if 1 knew that 
Journey’s new lead singer was Fil- 
ipino, the first thing that I said was, 


“Yeah, right!” followed closely by, 
“Journey's still around?” It’s no won- 
der | had come to think that the 
“Wheel in the Sky” had stopped turn- 
ing: Journey, despite several attempts 


- Jelf Si 


hadn't put out a record that could 
grab anyone’s attention since Tnal by 
Fire in 1995. So when the band hired 
Arnel Pineda as its new frontman, 


to replace the beloved Steve Perry, CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
E Often C LU S&B 
Presents: 


“recognized. by his peers as one 
of the top pickers in the country...” 


~Country Music News- 


6-Time CCMA's 
"Guitar Player of the Year’ 


i January 9, 2009 
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WITH SPECIAL GUESTS: 


RICK GARVIN AND FRIENDS 


(A UNIQUE MIX OF ROOTS, SWING, COUNTRY AND FOLK) 


@ Norwood Legion 11150 - 82 St. Edmonton 


$12.00 - Members $15.00 @ Door 
Doors @ 7:30pm Show @ 8:00 pm 


Buy Tickets in advance: 


Myhre's Music, Southside Sound 
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2008 MUSIC 


threw him front and centre to sing-a 
batch of new tracks and old classics, 
and actually managed to see Revela- 
tion shoot up to number five on the 
Billboard charts, it was some kind of 
miracle. 

The story of how guitarist Neil 
Schon discovered Pineda in the 
Philippines via YouTube surpasses 
any American Ido] dream come true 
from an entertainment standpoint. 
Even if hardcore nostalgics continue 
to hold out for a Perry comeback, 
Pineda’s set of pipes and energy 
have enough people convinced that 
they should accept him with “Open 
Arms.” At the very least, he’s got the 
other guys in Journey excited again. 
Now, many fans too embarrassed to 
admit to liking cheesy—but hope- 
lessly addictive—power ballads have 
been dragged out of the closet, mak- 
ing the band nearly as hip as it was 
in the 1980s. Plus, when has a popu- 
lar American rock group ever been 
fronted by someone from Asia? After 
this, it should come as no surprise 
that America now has a black presi- 
dent. —KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina@vue- 
weekly.com 


BIG BALLS 


This year saw big releases from three 
big bands: Metallica, AC/DC and Guns 
N’ Roses. 
AC/DC 
delivered 
more of 
the same 
and scored 
big album 
sales for 
the band’s 
Die -e = 
dictability, 
while Metallica dropped the hideous, 
classic-rock sound of the last couple 
decades in favour of its thrash roots, 
also scoring big. And, while AC/DC's 
Black Ice is simply too transparent to 
hold up to close inspection, there’s 
some genuinely good stuff on Metalli- 
ca’s Death Magnetic. The real surprise, 
though, is GNR's Chinese Democracy. 
The album has sold nowhere near the 
sky-high numbers predicted—though 
it’s still done impressive business in 
‘contrast to most releases—and fingers 
have been pointed at everything from 
the music to frontman Ax! Rose's 
refusal to do any big interviews around 
the release. But the interesting thing to 
me is the fact that Rose seems to have 
far more of an understanding of what 
an album is and can be than many of 
his detractors believe, conjuring up a 
record that works as a complete piece 
of work rather than a bunch of cob- 
bled-together nuts and bolts. 

But even stranger than the actual 
release of what had seemed a myth- 
ical album for so long is the fact that 
Rose’ has done no press with major 
players like Rolling Stone and Bill- 
board. Instead, the singer took to 
the Internet's community of GNR 
message boards for some late-night 
Q&A sessions. The sessions began a 
little wobbly, with Rose boosting his 
reputation as a hot head, but once 
people realized that it really was the 
singer online, the questions and 


answers got better, if not particular- 
ly insightful. While there were the 
usual fan-boy-types posting 
blowjobs, Rose ignored most of 
those and actually came off sound- 
ing generally like a thoughtful artist 
who cares deeply about what he 
does, the music he makes and who 
he makes it with. He even got in 
some digs at former collaborator 
Slash that were far more effective— 
and, somewhat surprisingly given 
the singer's reputation as a reclusive 
madman, believable—than anything 
the guitarist has mustered up 
against Rose. 

Of course, all that might simply 
be the latest in a long line of bizarre 
stories surrounding a band that 
went from street-level rock ‘n’ roll 
to bloated stadium rock in a few 
Short years before taking up a hold- 
ing pattern in the public eye for the 
next 15 or so. But there’s something 
truly fascinating about the album 
and its layers upon layers of pro- 
duction. It’s huge, no doubt, and 
there are vestiges of the band’s sta- 
dium tours and overblown, dolphin- 
contaminated videos from the early 
‘90s, but the scope is impressive, as 
is the detail of the sonic landscape 
out of which the songs have been 
carved. Is it the best album of the 
year? No way I’m going to go that 
far—I personally like NQ Arbuckle’s 
XOK for that honour—but it’s defi- 
nitely better and infinitely more 
interesting than expected. 
—EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


KICKED IN THE TEETH 


Iron Maiden wasn't a band that I really 
discovered until high school, even 
though I 
grew up 
listening 
to metal. 
They were 
on the 
wrong side 
of the 
spandex- 
fence (just 
barely), so 
1 paid them no mind. But as I stepped 
into the marijuana haze of Rexall on 
that warm night of June 6, 2008, I 
knew this was going to be the show I'd 
been craving since my formative years. 

We circled the mezzanine as the 
pitiful openers flailed limply to an indif- 
ferent audience, taking in the sea of 
Iron Maiden merch, most of it already 
snatched up and worn by the giddy 
throngs. By the time the band took the 
Stage, it was pandemonium. With the 
Powerslave stage setup from the band’s 
legendary ‘84 - ‘85 tour, Maiden ripped 
through a pile of classics while every- 
one sang, screamed, fist-pumped and 
stared in laughing disbelief. The band 
was relentless, tearing through song 
after song with total precision. Bruce 
Dickinson was in Olympic-athlete 
form, sprinting and leaping throughout 
a set that had to top two and a half 
hours, even recovering from a face- 
plant mid-song without missing a beat. 
Even before the two giant Eddie’s took 
the stage, everyone knew they were 
witnessing the greatest stadium rock 
show of all time. The giant zombie on 
stilts waving a laser gun was just the 
icing on the cake. —JAMES STEWART / j jstew- 
art@vueweekly.com 


SHAKE YOUR FOUNDATIONS 


If we're just going to boil it down io 
moments, 2008 was a hell Of a year fo; 
: music, aj 
home and 
abroad 

There was 
the time 
the hula 

hooping 
hi PPpie 
almost 
brained 
the Clare 

view gangsta at the Churchill Square 
Shout Out Out Out show, Providing 
further proof that nothing really brings 
Edmonton together like depressed 
dance music. There was the building 
snare hits into the chorus of "Black 
Rice,” which pretty much confirmed 
that Calgary is the next best thing in 
Canadian music. There was the 
Dodo's “Joe’s Waltz” bursting into a 
snarl against the world, Born Ruffians 
“Kurt Vonnegut” repurposing Cat's 
Cradle into a pop paean for life experi- 
ence, Jonathan Meiburg’s wail turning 
Shearwater’s “The Snow Leopard” into 
an epicly foreboding dirge, Okkervil 
River ripping the heart out of fandom 
with the crushing bridge to “Blue 
Tulip’ and Jay Reatard perfecting pop 
garage punk with every single 
released. 

But the best moment for me came 
at Rock Plaza Central’s June show, 
played just before the band went 
down to Sled Island (Calgary, man, 
I'm telling you), without drummer, in 
front of about eight lonely but utterly 
enthralled people. The haphazard 
foursome. weaved their way through 
the set, sticking mostly to songs of! 
the incredible and wholly underrated 
2006 release Are We Not Horses’ 
before busting out a cover of ‘80s 
Canadian chanteuse Jane Siberry’s 
“You Don’t Need.” The empty space 
where the drums should be only 
emphasized the delicate pluck of 
mandolin, violin and guitar, and the 
wail of brass. The star, though, as 
always, was Chris Eaton's broken 
down vocal, which brought to life the 
heartbroken delusion of the song's 
chorus and left the heart of anyone 
listening in serious need of mending 
It was the deceptively gigantic type of 
moment that keeps people—or at 
least me—buying albums and concert 
tickets. —DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


RIDE ON 


Two moments from 2008 stand out in my 
mind as being of particular note in the 
world of 
music. The 
first is Sep- 
tember 30, 
the day that 
Phish offi- 
Gihally 
announced 
that a three- 
night stand 
at the leg- 
endary Hampton Coliseum on March 6, 7 
and 8, 2009 would end the band’s second 
hiatus. The second is October 14, the day 1 
received an email from my brother con- 
firming he had won a pair of tickets for 
each of the three shows in the ticket lottery. 
Sweet. —SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 


WAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

‘The first disc of /f All Goes Wrong starts 
off in typical rockumentary fashion, with 
9 star seeming mighty grandiose—an art- 
ful rendering of the 1906 San Francisco 
earthquake unfolds as Billy Corgan talks 
about how getting back into the band 
feels like returning to hell. At times in 
Jack Gulick’s doc, Corgan seems preten- 
tious (his notion for the song “Mama” 
imagines Nazi Germany and “a romantic 
evening with the missus while they were 
burning books outside”) and egotistical, 
complaining about how he still can’t get 

enough credit for all the work he does. 

But the film becomes more than a 
fans-only document of the Smashing 
Pumpkins making its return in June 
2007, bookending the group's come- 
back album's release with two resi- 
dencies at a small club in North 
Carolina and the Fillmore in San 
Francisco. It explores an awkward 
tension between performer and 
audience, between private cre- 
ation and public expression, with a band 
that has only two original members left 
and faces the strange weight of its fol- 
{owers’ nostalgia. 

The film slashes up interviews, street- 
scenes, rehearsal scenes and concert 
footage with multiple frames, different 
angles and B&W vs colour, adding to the 
scrapbook feel. There are some flat 
moments and some bad bridges between 
scenes, but then the concerts don’t go so 
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well, either. There are equipment failures, 
a 30-minute-plus riff at the end of shows 
that sends a lot of people out the door, 
and songs Corgan wrote a day or two ear- 
lier. The residencies expose the process, 
showing off early drafts and scraps of 
music. 
Corgan isn't too profound, with the 
Who's Pete Townshend most inter- 
esting on the gulf 
between 


band and 
audience at every 

show—in an extended interview 
among the bonus features, he says he 
learned from his 1971 Lifehouse residen- 
cy that fans “have no fucking idea what 
we do.” You can see his point when two 
women come up to Corgan and one, 
who's made a bust of his face, tells him 
how much the news of the band’s reunion 
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meant to her after she learned of a 
friend's death—"Well, that’s better than 
nothing,” he responds with caution. Many 
“Ghost Children,” hardcore fans who've 
come to the residencies, are interviewed 
on all their mundane yet crucial passion 
for the band in the bonus features. 

If All Goes Wrong is too eager to 
show Corgan as a “visionary” who's not 
greedy but a true artiste; it’s most inter- 
esting in its inadvertent portrait of a 
man who feels besieged, driven to the 

stage but always expected to live 
up to a radio-hit past. His con- 
stant writing, playing and singing 
seems to have made him so inward 
and introspective that it's remark- 
able his music connects with the 
fans he openly says he doesn't have 
the energy to “love back.” (New song 
“I'm Doing the Best | Can” is really his 
way of saying “Back the Fuck Off Me.") 
Drummer Jimmy Chamberlin emerges 
as the most grounded figure, talking of 
his working-class father and thinking it 
a shame that musicians don’t take risks 
anymore. 

The second disc, Daniel E Catullo III's 
compilation of performances from the 
Fillmore residency shows, shows an 
energy, drive and commitment to taking 
risks that can't come across on CD (the 
comeback album Zeitgeist got middling 
reviews). But mostly it’s the glimpses of 
messy misunderstanding, rock-star insu- 
larity and the halting labour of making 
music that make this DVD, intermittently, 
go beyond a collectible. The concert film 
gives fans what they want, anyway. And 
after watching /f All Goes Wrong, you 
may not feel so comfortable thinking of 
yourself as a fan. w 
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= NEW SOUNDS 


With 2008 closing up shop, here's a 
look at a few albums that crossed the 
desk but never made it into these pages 
over the past 12 months. 


The Hold Steady, Stay Positive 
(Vagrant) It takes the Hold Steady’s 
singer, Craig Finn, just a few short words 
to break hearts as he sings, “Lord, I'm 
discouraged / The circles have sucked in 
her eyes / Lord, I'm discouraged / Her 
new friends have shadowed her light.” 
It's not particularly romantic—not that 
Finn ever states that 
quite so explicitly, 
leaving his songs 
open so that they 
have room to 
breathe in and 
out—but there's cer- 
tainly a sense that 
love is at the heart 
of the song, “Lord, 
I'm Discouraged.” 

By the time Finn 
finishes the tune 
with “I know it's 
unlikely she'll ever 
be mine / So! 
mostly just pray she don’t die,” there’s 
barely a dry eye in the house. 

Yet, there’s also something particularly 
moving about this character who some- 
how manages to still care, who refuses to 
detach completely, holding out some sort 
of hope that this girl might somehow 
keep herself together for another day. 

And that’s what happens through- 
out Stay Positive: an oscillation 
between doom and happiness. It's 
never easy, but neither is it always 
completely overbearing. Sometimes 
the song’s heroes are close to taking 
the wrong turn down the worst path, 
but they’re still hanging on, doing 
their best with what they've got— 
"Constructive Summer” is like that, 
with Finn tempering his words about 
summertime boozing with a little mis- 
trust of the Man: “I tried to believe all 
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the things that you said / But my 
friends that aren’t dying are already 
dead.” It’s as though he’s aware that 
all is not right in the world, but he’s 
not entirely sure of just what lies out- 
side of his little circle of friends 

Finn’s ability to create a world in 
which all of the songs seemingly take 
place is one of the Hold Steady’s great- 
est strengths, allowing for both the 
upswings and downturns—proclama- 
tions that “We gotta stay positive” exist 
side by side with stories of bloody knife 
fights. 

But while Finn 
scribes the tale, 
the whole band 
works to fill in the 
details. There are 
the “whoa-oh-oh” 
background shouts 
and ghostly organ 
on the title track; 
the dramatically 
sweeping piano 
and talk-box guitar 
lead on the Led 
Zeppelin-referenc- 
ing “Joke About 
Jamaica”; and the grand harpsichord 
contrasting against choppy guitar 
chords on “One For the Cutters.” 

Sometimes it seems like the band is 
playing it straight down the line— 
"Slapped Actress” starts out with pound- 
ing chords rolling along, solid but not 
explosive—but then the band starts 
building. On “Slapped Actress” that 
means using guitars to dynamic effect, 
picking notes quieter when needed, and 
dropping an old-fashioned pickslide to 
kick the hammering back in. 

And on “Lord, I’m Discouraged,” it’s 
a matter of laying back and letting 
Finn lead the way, listening for the 
right moment to let a note ring out or 
punch a chord on the acoustic. And in 
the end, the music breaks hearts right 
alongside the words, —EDEN MUNRO / 
aden@vueweekly.com 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www. listenrecords.net 


Thank you for your support and patronage 
throughout 2008. We look forward to providing 
you with more of the best music in 2009. 


Have a safe & happy New Year. 


top 10 sellers of 2008 


01. In the future black mountain 
02. soft airplane chad van gaalen 
03. supreme genius of king khan 
04. third portishead. 

05. jukebox cat power 


06. in rainbows radiohead 

07. al zoomer mountain wolf parade 
08. nigeria special via 

09. satori flower travellin’ band 

10. dig lazarus dig nick cave 


Alejandro Escovedo, Real Anima) 
(Back Porch) Alejandro Escovedo j. 
one punk who hasn't changed muc; 

Over the years 

Oh, he’s older, 

definitely, and he’s 
been down a lon; 
road that’s leq 
through all sort: 
of hells. And his 
music doesn‘ 
quite sound the same these days—the 
playing is still on the edge, by; 
decades of playing guitar wij| 
inevitably lead to a little more tight 

ness, But Escovedo isn’t afraid of le; 

ting the years show in his songs 

referencing the past in both lyric ang 
music throughout Real Animal. oh 

and he can still write a mean pop 
hook—"Always a Friend” cuts deep 
with its bouncing guitars and 
Escovedo’s plaintive singing—and 
stand it up alongside a darker, terrify 

ing punk attack—that’s the biting 
“Chelsea Hotel ‘78.” But Real Anima! 
pumps the same blood that’s flowed 
through Escovedo's blood throughout 
his career: a drive for honest expres 

sion. That honesty manifests itself in 
Escovedo’s guitar playing, where he 
grinds out punk riffs like the ones in 
“Real As An Animal” and Texas 
grooves like those in “Chip N’ Tony, 

along with the tender strumming oi 
“Swallows of San Juan” and the coun- 
try-punk acoustic shuffle of “People 
(We're Only Gonna Live So Long).” It's 
also there in his words, where 
Escovedo pulls no punches, whether 
he’s recalling Sid Vicious and Nancy) 
Spungen in “Chelsea Hotel ‘78”— 
"Nobody knows for sure / All we 
know is they found Nancy in her black 
underwear / Dead on the bathroom 
floor’—or quietly contemplating his 
own life in “Slow Down’—"Slow 
down, slow down / It’s moving much 


_ too fast / I can’t live in this moment / 


When I'm tangled in the past.” It’s 
obvious on Real Animal that Escovedo 
is a songwriter who finds it impossi- 
ble to exist in a literary vacuum; he 
draws his material from the world 
that surrounds him. So, really 
Escovedo has remained the same— 
true to himself, that is—through his 
willingness to evolve, letting life take 
its toll and reaping the rewards when 
he can, —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweokly.com 


Sparks, Exotic Creatures of the Deep 
(Lil’ Beethoven) Noirish piano and 
strings divulge a steady rhythm as stac- 
cato voices sing 

“Let the monkey 
drive / And it’s only 
fair / It’s the mon- 
key’s car.” That's 
not the kind of logic 
that you should 
argue with, and 
there’s plenty of that sort of thinking 
throughout the record, with grand, 
sweeping instrumental sequences to 
back it all up. Quirky might be a good 
word to describe this long-running band 
if the oddball lyrics didn’t also cut as 
close to the bone as they often do. The 
complex music that runs through songs 
like “Let the Monkey Drive” and “I Can't 
Believe That You Would Fall For All the 
Crap In This Song” gives listeners plenty 
to delve into. Plus, there's a chimpanzee 
wearing a tux on the cover, and that’s 
almost always a sign of a fantastic 
album. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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ade ys, Ridin’ High (indepen- 

‘The Swiftys’ latest is made for 
se road, from the albums title to the 
front cover image 
of a truckstop sign 
next to the open 
road, from the 
truck wheel that 
lines the interior 
to, most impor- 
tantly, the music 
thin the grooves. The title track 
pens the album with a sweeping 
panse, a working-class tale that 
ems almost slight, a little too 
strained in the beginning. But it acts 
s an introduction to the rest of the 
record, inviting us into the hard-livin’, 
ard-workin’ songs that follow. And if 
at opener is dependable in its sound, 
e palette grows wider as the band 
pets deeper into the album: “The 
ypsy” shuffles along steadily, with a 
andolin taking the lead; “Pass the 
isery” is ‘70s outlaw country by way 
of the modern prairies, hurting at the 
same time as it feels so good, pedal 
teel singing a lonely tune, echoed in 
he restraint of Shawn Jonasson’s 
oice; and “Bottle of Wine” begins 
carefully and then lets its rollicking 
spirit loose. The highlight of the 
abum, though, might just be the song 
a’ its centre, “Lost in the Ruins.” On 
is tune, the trio drags itself along a 
ow and circling beat, while the 
ords and instruments map out a bro- 
ken heart in excruciating detail. 
DEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


The Swiftys play the Black Dog on Sat- 
day, January 3 at 4 pm. 


he Sword, Gods of the Earth 
Kemado) From the acoustic pick- 
ng that opens “The Sundering” to 
the beating 
electrics and 
_ | drums that sup- 
plant it, to the 
New-Wave-of- 
British-Heavy- 
Metal-inspired 
vocals and bent- 
string guitar growls that line the 
record, the Sword’s second full- 
length album, Gods of the Earth, is 
full-on metal throughout. And it 
occupies that zone in the best way, 
sounding alive—titerally, the record 
sounds as though it was put down 
live in the studio, with guitars inter- 
twining at times while always 
remaining firmly entrenched on the 
eft and right ends of the sonic spec- 
trum, keeping their individual iden- 
tities intact—and fresh—there’s an 
emphasis on melody across the 
board, whether in the vocals, guitar 
Solos or even the crushing rhythms. 
he band doesn’t exactly hide its 
influences, drawing on many of the 
lassics from the NWOBHM bands 
on up through the years, but the 
Sword does its own thing with the 
stew, resulting in some truly killer 
etal: the groove on “To Take the 
Black,” made of acoustics and 
electrics swinging wildly back and 
forth, is mean as hell, while the fol- 
lowing track, "Maiden, Mother and 
Crone” is about as close as you can 
get to Black Sabbath without actually 
dropping the needle on Master of 
Reality. Really, let’s just call this fuck- 
ing awesome and be done with it. 
—EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
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Odetta, Odetta Sings Dylan (BG 
Camden) Originally released: 1965 If 
there were to be one occasion Odetta 
Holmes deserved to sing at, other than 
Barack Obama's inauguration, it would 
be the war crimes tribunal of George 
Bush, Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld 
and the rest of the sordid, craven band of 
thieves, fraudsters and murderers who 
initiated the global 
“War on Terror” 
that has destabi- 
lized a large swath 
of the world and 
hurt, killed or— 
yes—terrorized 
hundreds of thou- 
sands of people. 

The right song 
even suggests 
itself: her intense, 
accusatory version 
of “Masters of 
War"; a relent- 
less, funereal 
acoustic crawl overtop of which she elu- 
cidates the shameful greed, cowardice 
and perfidy of the profiteering func- 
tionaries of professional conflict in her 
stagge=ring, huge, doomy voice. Sure, 
the words are Bob Dylan's, but Odetta 
absolutely makes them her own, with 
the commanding conviction of creation. 

Alas, Odetta slipped from this life on 
December 2, less than a month from her 
78th birthday and two anda half months 
before the veteran civil rights activist 
was to honour the ascension of the first 
African-American president—a man 
who carries so many peoples’ fervent 
wishes for peace on his shoulders that 
the psychofogical damage, should he 
prove even half as much of an emperor 
as his predecessor, would be tremen- 
dous enough to incite either intemation- 
al despair or revolution. 

Odetta Sings Dylan, her collection 
of offerings from the folkie bard, holds 
a song for that occasion, too. “The 
Times They Are A-Changin’,” in her 
capable hands, drapes a stern warning 
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TIZZARD 
LOST IN AWE 
INDEPENDENT 
Ex-Watchmen bassist 
Releases fine folk album, 
Grows bitchin’ moustache 


over a spidery, spare, sometimes dis- 
sonant acoustic arrangement. And yet, 
she betrays a glimmering hope for the 
future beneath the righteous indigna- 
tion she breathes into that anthem of 
dissent, with strange little flutters of 
flamenco-esque guitar like sunshine 
breaking through a ceiling of clouds. 

The remainder of the album is also 
treated with the same kind of craft and 
transformative genius Odetta shares with 
Nina Simone (they sound like enormously 
gifted sisters with slightly different tastes; 
Simone more jazz, pop and classical; Odet- 
ta marked by the 
field songs and 
backporch blues 
of the South and 
the labour move- 
ment hymns of 
the North). Their 
voices are even 
close: the same 
weight and enor- 
mity; different tex- 
ture and colour, 
and a propensity 
for different 
moods—although 
on the rollicking 
“I'm In The Mood For You,” the usually 
supematural Odetta is outright lusty. 

She has Simone’s sweeping breadth, 
even within her clear preferences for a 
dry aural palette against which she can 
set her voice, as solid and dominant as a 
mountain: “Paths of Victory,” under 
Odetta’s care, becomes a southern spiri- 
tual, her emotive voice thrown up to 
heaven in a redemptive glory-call; “Mr 
Tambourine Man” is a lysergic, 10- 
minute long hazy epic that winds down 
and curls back up again, beguilingly, 
over and over again; “Tomorrow Is a 
Long Time” has a vague Tin Pan Alley 
sentiment, but is poured out with the 
intensity of rock trapped in a molasses 
crawl; “Blowin’ In the Wind" is elegiac, 
an operatic graveyard of a song that 
draws back the curtain on the hope of 
an afterlife of grace and the possibility 
of peace on earth. 

Perhaps Odetta has taken her place 
as a big-voiced saint of sorts regard- 
less, her everlasting music a land- 
scape of justice. w 
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ARIES (MAR 21 -APR 18) 

Its a great privilege to live in a free country. 
You're fortunate if you have the opportunity 
to pursue your dreams without having to 
ward off government interference or corpo- 
rate brainwashing or religious fanaticism. 
But that's only partly useful if you have not 
yet won the most important struggle for lib- 
eration, which is the freedom from your own 
unconscious habits and conditioned respons- 
es. Becoming an independent agent who's 
not an unwitting slave to his or her past is 
one of the most heroic feats a human being 
can accomplish. And you, Aries, will have 
f ) to do that in 2009 than you've 
alo ong time. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

erican financier Jim Rogers evaluates 
nany devout capitalists do: under 
circumstances can he achieve the 
ealth? That's why he relocated to 
apore. “If you were smart in 1807 you 
d to London,” he said two years ago, 
ere smart in.1907 you moved to 
City, and if you are smart in 2007 
you move to Asia.” With that as your spur, 
Taurus, 1 d like you to identify the driving 
your life. The desire for more 
More power? Wisdom? Love? Sta- 
ne of the above? The next step is to 
on the environment and the condi- 
at would be most conducive to you 
fulfill 1g your quest. In 2009, you'll have 
exceptional potential to create the ideal 
ext for your success. 


had | 


GENMINE (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

When | was 19, | read Alan Watts’ The 
Book: On the Taboo Against Knowing Who 
You Are. After that, | was sure there was 
nothing else | needed to know in order to 
live intelligently. It was, | thought, a com- 
pendium.of the best insights worth knowing. 
My certainty eventually faded, thank God- 
dess. In its place came the understanding 
that life's mystery just keeps getting deeper 
and vaster as one grows older—that it’s idi- 
Otically arrogant to ever think you've got it 
all figured out. A healthier approach is to 
cultivate a capacity to be endlessly sur- 
prised. | hope you'll do that in 2009, Gemini. 
The flood of novel ideas and fresh perspec- 
tives surging your way will warrant it. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

“Dear Rob: These last few months have been 
absurdly full of pluses and minuses, ups and 
downs, lefts and rights. There have been so 
many good things happening and yet so many 
obstacles, too. It often feels like we Crabs are 
being rewarded and punished at the same 
time. I'm wondering where it’s all going and 
when it will end? A happy ending? A sad end- 
ing? No ending? Will zero ever equal one? — 
Agitatedly Neutral.” Dear Agitated: You're at 
the climax of a long balancing process. | sug- 
gest you take this opportunity to tally up the 
valuable lessons you've leamed in the relent- 
less back-and-forth. Your graduation to a less 
ambiguous chapter of your life story will be 
more robust if you work hard to extract the 
meaning from experiences you've tended to 
see as random or confusing. 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 

Here's an update on the world’s tigers: 
Fewer than 5000 are living in their natural 
habitats, while the US alone has more than 


SOUND OF THE SO! 
i a FEZ FESTIVAL iF WORLD SACRED 


Ni MIND) 
OUT NOW ON OVD 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
Edmonton's a festival city, especially in 
the summer, but in Morocco, where it's 
almost always our summer or hotter, one 
festival seems to tower above them all. 
Stephen Olsson’s Sound of the Soul 
takes us on a musical tour of Fez and its 
eight-day (and -night) Festival of World 
Sacred Music. 

There's nothing new-agey or preachy. 
here. Just the right mix of comment, from 
audience members and academic Dr 
Kostas (who explains that Fez is a sanc- 
tuary town, founded by a Sufi mystic, 
where different religions have long 
lived fairly peacefully together), and 
music, from singers and bands 
throughout the globe. 

The result is a diverse mix of 
tunes, hymns, chants and numbers 
that add up to something like the 
“universal,” that stale, overused, 
almost meaningless term. In 
Fez, though, in the face of post- 
9/11 religious wars and wide- 
spread misunderstanding of Islam, and 
in a peaceful, largely Muslim country, 
groups with very different sounds and 
of different faiths speak out through 
music that everyone can enjoy. 

A Franco-Algerian singer with her 
urgent lilt, an Irish choral group with its 
tender, fragile singing, an Afghani ensem- 


ble whose lead has a clipped way of mov- 
ing from one quavering line to the next, a 
New York band brassing away ... all of 
them have a rich, ecstatic way of express- 
ing a sense of soul, or their little-g god. 
Some groups are trying to recreate and 
reimagine musical traditions that 
have vanished, from 


medieval 
times or other eras. Others 

are continuing a vital force from their cur- 
rent culture, whether matriarchal and 
desert nomadic or jazz-spiritual. One 
Moroccan group repeats prayers ina 
large circle, and the members’ almost 


that number in zoos. Let's use that fact as a 
starting point for your meditations, Leo. 
How much of your animal essence is in cap- 
tivity, and how much is running free? Is your 
inner lion able to wander at will through 
places where it feels at-home, or is it 
trapped in a confined space it would never 
stay in if allowed to choose? Keep coming 
back to these questions during 2009. It will 
be an excellent time to spring the great cat 
in you from conditions that make it pace in 
Neurotic circles. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

In 2009, you'll receive a lot of help, some 
unexpected, whenever you phase out 
your trivial desires so that you can better 
pursue your truly important desires. The 
coming months will also be an excellent 
time to shed unrealistic fantasies so you 
can be freer to concentrate on the realis- 
tic kind. While these are not quite once- 
in-a lifetime opportunities, Virgo, they 
may be the once-in-a-decade variety. 
Why not draw up a plan for how you can 
take maximum advantage of the specific 
luck that will be flowing your way? 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

“God calls you to the place where your deep 
gladness and the world’s deep hunger 
meet,” wrote Frederick Buechner. You're free 
to ignore that call, of course. You can pre- 
tend that you don't really know what brings 
you deep gladness, and you can act as if the 
world’s deep hunger is of no concem to you. 
But if you hope to be proud of the life you 
have lived when, many years from now, you 
shed your mortal coil, | advise you to at least 
experiment with using Buechner's formula as 
a working hypothesis. The coming year will 
be en excellent time to do just that. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Studies suggest that the average person 
who reaches old age has been upset with 
some family member or another for a 
total of 30 years. Is that a standard you'd 
like to match, Scorpio? If not, you will 
have an excellent chance to reduce any 
inclination you might have to hold 
grudges in 2009. The coming months will 
bring you ripe opportunities to dissolve 
tensions between you and your kin. You 
will also be more skilled than usual at 
navigating your way with grace and diplo- 
macy through complications involving the 
home and domestic issues. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

“Dear Rob: | have followed my nose most 
of my life, weaving from pleasurable 
diversion to interesting crisis and back. 
I've honestly had a great time and would- 
n't change a thing. But lately I’ve been 
getting strong hints from life that maybe 
the game is changing for me. More and 
more |'m feeling like the grasshopper in 
that old fable—you know, with no 
resources stored up and winter coming on 
fast—while all the steady, hard-working 
ants are sitting pretty. So here's my ques- 
tion: Do | really have to stop enjoying 
myself and get down to business, whatev- 
er that means? Are there any real jobs for 
grasshoppers? —Shaky Sagittarius.” Dear 
Shaky: If there will ever in your life be a 
time when you could figure out how to be 
both a grasshopper and ant simultaneous- 
ly, it will be in 2009. Start meditating on 
how to get the best of both worlds. — 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 18) 
The Swiss are building a 56-kilometre rail- 
road tunnel through the Alps. It'll take 


fEEKIY 


JAN 1- JAN 
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hypnotic incantation rings out with 
sense of abandonment and surrende, 
They slap their chests, a reminder, Kos; 
says, that the heart is all-important. 
member of the Sirine Choir from Russig 
offers a fascinating definition of Singing 

as “a form of organized screaming. Wor.j; 
by themselves are meaningless and must 
be filled out by emotions.” 

During the day, WTO and World Bap) 
reps, academics and faith-lea, 
ers engage in spirited symp, 

siums and talks. A Buddhis; 

leader there feels that humap; 
must become more spiritual to! 
survive. But if there's a slightly omi. 
fous note here, it’s struck with they 
Suggestion that culture and spiritual. 
ity are essential to development, a 
the WTO and other organizations ay 
Starting to recognize—does that mean 
world music and its spiritual underpin 
nings will be capitalized on, used as 
market, one day? 

For now, the festival seems, according 
Olsson’s film, a lively, street-level, free if 
diverse event. The doc offers a nice 67- | 
minute overview, and the extras include | 
some audience comments, photos of Moroc 
Co, a discussion of globalization, interfait! | 
discussions from Fez and the Tribeca Fils: | 
Festival, and other world music and sacreo | 
music performances. And the accompanying : 

{ 


a 


CD offers 10 tracks from some of the Fez 
Festival's wide-ranging voices. 

Sound of the Soul may not turn you 
into a believer in God but it will reaffirm 
your faith in music. And you may find | 
yourself really wanting to take the pil- | 
grimage to Fez yourself one day. w 


another nine years to finish carving out the : 
path through the mountain, and will ulti 
mately require the removal of 24 million 
tonnes of rock. | suggest you regard this 
masterpiece, the Gotthard Base Tunnel, as 
an inspirational symbol. The coming 
months will be prime time for you summon 
the willpower necessary to get really seri 
ous about an equally ambitious project. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

I've got three quotes for you. | hope 
you'll write them out and keep them in 
a prominent place for the duration of 
2009. They'll set the right tone for 
everything youdo. The first is from psy 
chologist Abraham Maslow: “A mus! 
cian must make music, an artist mus‘ 
paint, a poet must write if he is to be 
ultimately at peace with himself. What 
one can be, one must be.” The second 
quote comes from choreographe' 
Agnes DeMille: “Dance in the body you 
have.” The third is from historian Ger 
ald Sorin: “When Reb Zusye went to 
heaven, God didn’t ask him why, in his 
life on earth, Zusye wasn't Moses, bul 
why he wasn’t even Zusye.” 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

What would it take for you to collaborate 
with the forces of change? Not ina 
resigned, resentful way. Not with a sense 
of defeat, wishing things could stay the 
same forever. Rather, what would you have 
to do in order to feel eager about adjusting 
to the ongoing shifts? Is there any way you 
might even learn to experience exhilaration 
and gratitude in the face of the eternal 
flux? Your assignment in 2009, Pisces, is to 
become an expert surfer of the beautiful, 
playful, blessed waves. w 
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TWILIGHT FALM-FAN MEET-UP Whitemud 
Crossing Library, 780.496.1822 © Games, trivia and 
ps for fans ao the popular series by Stephenie 
layer * Jan 3, 2pm _ 

Community Hall, oan rity ed 

munity Hal * Vegan/vegetari- 
a eet bring aoa ee earns for 

late, utensils and mug * 
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(nonmember es uth 12 and under); Email: 
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waren inven WALK Riverdale Hall, 
faint Ave, 780.424.8339 A silent, indoor 

labyrinth walk, done in silence, open to all ages © 
Sat, Jan 10, 11am-2pm © Donation 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old 
Strathcona Farmers’ Market * Silent vigil the 1st 
and 3rd Sat, 10-11am, each month, stand in 
silence for a world without violence 


COMEDY 


BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 
www.EdmontonChristmasParty.com Christmas 
featuring comedian Herb Dixon; Fri, Jan 9 @ 
errance B; Sat, Jan 10 Illusionist and speaker 
Derek Selinger Fri, Jan 16 © $65 at 780.475.0333 


COMEDY FACTORY Gateway Entertainment 
Centre, 34th Ave, Calgary Trail * Thu, 8:30pm; Sat, 
8pm and 10pm © Tom Liske; Jan 2- 3 © Bob 
Beddow; Jan 9-10 © Tim Koslo; Jan 15-17 


COMIC STRIP Bourbon St, WEM, 780.483.5999, 

www thecomiestrip.ca @ Hit or Miss Mondays: 

Each Mon © Best of Edmonton Tuesdays: Each Tue 

3 Sean Lecomber; Wed, Jan 7, 8pm; Sun, Jan 11, 
pm 


THE LAUGH SHOP 1105-6606 137 Ave, 

Londonderry Mall, 780.476.1010, www.the- 

a Ihshop.ca * Wed-Sat 8pm; Fri-Sat vo and 
© Wed amateur night; 8pm © Featuring 

Kenny Valgardson from Camrose; Jan 2-3 


QUERRLSTINGS — - 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER 
Sunnybrook United Church, Red Deer, 
403'347,6073 © Affirm welcome LGBTQ people 
and their friends, family, and allies meet the 2nd 
Tue, 7pm, each month 


BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-106 St, 


BOOTS 
780.423,5014, www.bootsbar.ca © 2nd Thu: 
uss Social lle © 3rd Wed: Edmonton 0 


We stBal id) Mon: Amateur strip con- 
test with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 

We addy ® Tue: Free pool and tour- 
ney, DJ ® Wed: Hump day with DJ 


Sexuy Sean Thu: Wet underwear contest with 
Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ We begy . 
Fri: We made’em famous! DJ Eddy Te 

come early to avoid lineup, no cover pera 10) 
e 2 eat Undie night for men only, free pool a 
toumey, DJ Arrowchaser 
EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 St ¢ A group of 
older gay men and their atimiers wh have com- 


mon social interests meet the 2nd Sun, 2:30pm, of 


most months for a social period, a short meeting 
aie a nee ea ee alate ae a fey 
Supper. al inte u 
social activities ie activities througho aeteitont month. ar 
i ca, 
www.primetimersww.org/edmonton 
GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION 
www.teamedmonton.ca * Women's Drop-In 
Recreational Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 
780.465.3620; 


ca @ Cutlin 


ant Sin bul Granite 
Cuting Clb, 7 


463.5942 ¢ ees Sun, Tue, 


Nato! 1762-106 St Tue, 8 8 9pm, 4 7b 
gist le 


8:30pm; swimming@team 
Recreational: Mather 
pt Deny eduelst oe WEA 8:10pm; pa Thu 


intermediate; Amiskiwacly Academy, i 

fi, 0p recvolleybal ON. 

Moa 7a 0p Korea me 
J orezone Fitness, 203, 

1ert15 St; yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Various locations « 

Transsexuals, friends and oes meet 2nd Thu 
every month © For info go 

ips yahoo. DUE etonton illu 


alto of A Campus * Cam 

organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fied and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, straight allies and support staff © 3rd 
Thu each month (fall/winter terms): Speakers. 
Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


KOREZONE FITNESS 203, 10575-115 St « LIV- 
wad POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliv- 
Ht se aS eae 488.5768, fe 

‘oviding confidential peer support to le living 
with mi ® Tue, 7-Spm: Support Aone tay ally 
drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté 
St. Jean, Rm 3-18, 780.490.7332 © Program for 
HIV-AID'S prevention, treatment and harm reduc- 
tion in French, English and other African languages 
© 31d and 4th Sat, Sam-5pm each month © 
(member)/$10 (membership) © Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
Www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners kaa sole to spent. 
Socializing after practices © 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave ® A support 
proup for parents and friends of lesbian, gay, 

isexual, transgender and queer people « Meet 
the 1st Wed each month September-June, 7-Spm; 
T; Ruby 780.436.1998 after 6pm; E: edmon- 
tonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St, 
Wwww.playnightclub.ca ® Open Thu, Fri, Sat ¢ The 
first bar for the queer community to open in a 
decade with Dus Alexx Brawn and Eddie Toonflash 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, 
780.488.3234, Www. pridecentrecfedmonton: org * 
Open Tue-Fri 1-10pm, Sat 2-6: ¢ LGBT 
oe ict ry Tue/Thu, 24pm ¢ CA: 
Every Thu (7pm) ¢ Sut Up and Shaw Up: AA big 
book study group meet every Sat, noon ¢ Youth 
Understanding Youth: Youth up to 25 years, sup- 
port and social grup meet every Sat, 7-Spm; 
haw.ca * Womonspace: Board meeting 1st 
jun each month, 10:30am-12:30pm ® Trans 
Education/Support Group: Meet the 1st and 3rd 
Sun, 2-4pm, of each month; wwwalbertatrans.org 
© Men Ta Min with Pride: Every Sun (7pm); facili- 
tator: Rob Wells robwells780@hotmail.com # HIV 
Support Group: Meet the 2nd Mon of each month, 
7pm ® Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex and 
Questioning (TTIQ) Alliance; Support meeting the 
2nd Tue each month, 7:30pm © Transgender, 
creel Intersex and Questioning. Education, 
pees support for men, women and youth; 
PRLAG dmonton: Meet the 1st Wed each month, 
7pm @ Free short-term, solution-focused drop-in 
counseling; ree 7-10pm * YouthSpace: 
Bain for LGBTO for youth up to 25; Tue-Sat, 3- 
pm 
ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 
10209-123 St, 780.482.1587, www.rwuc.org & 
Soul OUTing: an LGBT-focused altemative worship 
© 3rd Sun each month, 7pm; worship Sun, 
10:30am; people of all sexual orientations wel- 
come, A LGBT monthly book club and a bi-monthly 
film night. Info email jravenscroft@rwuc.org 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave, 
780.436.1555 © People of all sexual orientations 
are welcome * Every Sun (10am worship) 


'WOMONSPACE 780.482.1794, www.womon- 
space.ca, womonspace@gmail.com * A Non-prof- 
it lesbian social organization for Edmonton ai 
lilo area, Organized monthly activities 

from dances, games nites, golf tournament, etc. 
Monthly newsletter and reduced rates included 
with membership. Confidentiality assured 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6557 * 
Open Daily (noon) © Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy 
and Patrick ¢ Sat-Sun Pool Toumaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BRIGHTNIGHTS Hawrelak Park, www.edmon- 
tonchamber.com © Until int Jan 4 5-10pm 


DEEP FREEZE-A BYZANTINE WINTER 
FESTIVAL 9210-118 Ave, artsontheave.org 
Featuring ice mitre ethnic foods, ae = 
visual arts * Jan 10-11 
anes Festival Park, 104 St, 85 Ave, 
ceonwhyte.ca © Jan 15:25, Weekdays 2- 
‘opm: Weekends 10am-10pm 
MELT THE DEEP FREEZE DANCE Alberta Ave 
Community Centre, 9210-118 Ave * Arts on the 
Ave ¢ Sat, Jan 10, 7pm © $10 at TIX on the 
Square/free (child 16 and under) 
WINTER LIGHT City Hall and Churchill Sq, 
www.winterlight.ca * Opening ceremonies and 
the Winter Li ghia ‘outdoor performanc- 
a “Blessil A a , dignitaries and hot 
chocolate ne iam # Festival runs: Jan 8- 
Mar 21 


The best and worst 
of queer 2008 


QUEERMONTON 


TAMARA GORZALKA 
tam@yueweekly.com 
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Here are my picks for the best and worst 
queer moments of 2008. 


Best: Ellen Degeneres and Portia de 
Rossi marry. The wedding is covered on 
the front page of every celebrity news 
magazine and television show the world 
over. The People cover graces newsstand 
aisles in Wal-Marts across the land. 
Worst: Lawrence King, a 15-year-old 
from Oxnard, California, is murdered. His 
alleged killer is a 14-year-old classmate, 
whose reported motive is the fear 
caused by King’s crush on him. The 
world mourns a boy who was living out 
and proud in a still unforgiving society. 


Best: A transgender contestant comes 
to the 11th season of America’s Next 
Top Model. \sis King's story is treated 
more sensitively than salaciously in 
mainstream media, marking an impor- 
tant step for trans coverage. 

Worst: A lesbian couple in Oshawa, 
Ontario are brutally attacked outside their 
children’s school. The man yells homopho- 
bic epithets before physically assaulting 
both women. Police press charges, but do 
not agree that the situation was a hate 
crime because the man “didn't advocate 
genocide or incite others to jain him.” 


Best: After dropping hints and rumours 
for over a year, Lindsay Lohan finally 
comes out about her relationship with 
lesbian DJ Samantha Ronson. The world 
notes that the girlfriend seems to have 
instigated a change in Lohan, who no 
longer seems to be engaging in coked- 
out nightclub table dancing or flashing 
her vajayjay to the world. 
Worst: Heath Ledger's death prompts 
protests from the Westboro Baptist 
Church, claiming he passed away as ret- 
ribution for his role in Brokeback Moun- 
tain. Fred Phelps and his followers 
promise to demonstrate at Ledger's 
funeral, though they never materialize 
The group makes headlines again later 
in the year when they announce that they 
will be visiting Red Deer. The church 
makes attempts to protest every produc- 
tion of the Laramie Project (about the 
anti-gay murder of Matt Shepard) wher- 
ever it's staged. They don’t materialize 
here, either. They then threaten to picket 
the play in November when it debuts in 
Vancouver and they are again no-shows. 
A rumour later circulates that the WBC 
will try to come to Canada to picket the 
funeral of Tim Mclean, Vince Li's behead- 
ed Greyhound bus victim. Canadian border 
patrol announces they will turn the group 
away if they arrive and the WBC isn't 
heard from again. Why are we still paying 
any attention to these people? 


Best: President-elect Barack Obama gives 
a big boost to the moral of queer Ameri- 
cans when he chooses to include them in 
his victory speech. Saying if anyone out 


there still questions the power of democ- 
racy, “Tonight is your answer. It's the 
answer spoken by young and old, rich and 
poor, Democrat and Republican, Black, 
white, Hispanic, Asian, Native American, 
gay, straight, disabled and not disabled.” 
Worst: Proposition 8 passes in California. 
The amendment repeals the decision that 
made gay marriages legal in the state for a 
few months. The vote is close and blame 
(rightly or not) is put onto Black voters who 
came to the polls to vote for Obama and 
against marriage. Thousands of same-sex 
Marriages are put into legal limbo. 


Best: Prop 8 becomes a rallying cry for 
gay rights the world over- No longer a 
simple amendment in one region, riots 
and protests ignite internationally. 
Young people finally seem to realize our 
fight for rights is ongoing 

Worst: During the same election, an anti- 
gay adoption ban is passed in Arkansas, 
by a wide margin. Few seem to notice 
without all the celebrity endorsements 


Best: Milk. What can | say? Not enough 
Just go see it. 

Worst A Double Shot at Love. How could 
MIV's bisexual dating show get any worse? 
Tila Tequila decides not to return to A Shot 
at Love for it's third season. MTV, wondering 
how they can plumb the depths of society 
any further, strikes gold. They hire two 
“bisexual” twins to host this season and 
rename it A Double Shot at Love. No matter 
that the girls were straight until the offer 
came in. Rikki and Vikki Ikki, yes, the aptly 
named Ikki Twins, are somehow more vapid 
and clueless than their predecessor. Who 
knew we could miss the days of Tila Tequila? 


Best: Wanda Sykes comes out at a Las 
Vegas rally protesting the passing of 
Prop 8. Apparently the comedian has 
been married to a woman since October. 
At the demonstration she says, “You 
know, | don’t really talk about my sexual 
orientation. | didn’t feel like | had to. | 
was just living my life, not necessarily in 
the closet, but | was living my life.” 
Adding that after the proposition 
passed, "I felt like | was being attacked, 
personally attacked, our community was 
attacked. Now, I've got to get in their face 
|'m proud to be a woman. I'm proud to be 
a black woman, and I'm proud to be gay.” 
Worst: Katy Perry. Get off my radio! 


Best: Twenty-year-old Matthew Mitcham 
wins gold at this year’s Olympics. The 
openly gay diver receives the highest sin- 
gle-dive score in Olympic history. Intema- 
tional media coverage shows his proudly 
smiling boyfriend in the stands. 

Worst: In April, the Saskatchewan NDP 
releases a video from 1991 of a party 
attended by Conservative MP Tom Lukiwski. 
On the tape he says, “There's As and there's 
Bs. The As are guys like me, the Bs are 
homosexual faggots with dirt under their 
fingemails that transmit diseases.” Hamas 
across the nation stare at their hands, won- 
dering what the hell that was supposed to 
mean. Lukiwski is re-elected to the Regina- 
Lumsden-Lake Centre riding in October. w 
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2 |CLASSIFIEDS 


TE YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
VUE WEEXIY PLEASE PHONE 780-426-1996. 
DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


«voxing for one or two open minded health 
Conscious people interested in working from home 
full or part time. Clinically tested patented prod- 


ucts. No inventory to carry. 
For information call Ken at 780.454.6971 


EDUCATIONAL 


Free Acting Classes. 
sign up at freeactingtips.net 
Audition and camera tips. 
www.vadastudios.com 


FRAMING 


MOVIE POSTER SHOF 


Affordable picture ame 


> Bi26{ 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


HELP WANTED 


Position: Factory Labourer 
Salary: Negotiable 
Experience: Some experience as A/C or Refregiration 
Technician 
Please send application to Daniel Leckelt 
Fax # 780-456-1286 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536 - 124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck 
Looking for reliable, responsible person 
Ph 780.907.0570 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs quar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1.888.270.2941 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GIMCC music program 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Seeking videographer to shoot interview 
20. Must have expertise 

access to equipment. T npaid but with possibil- 

for bu: partnership. 

Contact elaine@actingandtheatre.com 


5 on January 
lighting and sound, and 


Bullet Productions needs actors with good improv 
skills for ongoing plays. Good pay, no rehearsals and 
lots of fun. Contact Darcy 780.203.1712 


Cast meeded for short experimental film. 
No pay, shooting early December. 
For more info, contact: leon_ede@hotmail.com 


‘The Works Festival—Calls to Enter * Churchill 
Square 2009 Artisan Market and Food Street Vendors. 
Reduced rates if you apply by Feb. 15, 2009. Contact 
dawn@theworks.ab.ca for more info. Deadline: Apr. 
15, 2008 © Churchill Square 2009 Street Stage. 
Deadline: Feb. 15, 2009 © 2011 exhibit ine: 
Aug. 25, 2008 © 2nd Annual Chalk Art Contest. 
Prizes are awarded on Canada Day, base your entry 
on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! line: June 1, 
2008 © 2nd Annual Smaller than a Breadbox. Base 
your entry on the 2009 Festival theme HEAT! 
Deadline: Mey 1, 2088 © Download applications at 
www.theworks.ab.ca 


Steeps—Old Glenora: for open mic—Spoken word 
First Thursday every month. Contact Adam Snider to 
sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


MUSICIANS 


Wanted: professionally minded lead guitarist to 
complete 4-piece original/covers modern rock proj- 
ect, Please be serious and do not waste our time 
780.418,2214 


Bass player and lead guitarist wanted. Infl: thrash, 
death metal, and new wave of american metal 
Practice Weds and weekends. Have some material 
written already. All are welcome to come out, we 
are in Hobbema. contact fb71272@hotmail.com or 
780 585 2643 for more info 


Pro rock band looking for powerful front man/lyricist 
to complete six-piece pro rock band. For auditions 
call 780.995.6660 
Bass player wanted to relocate to Medicine Hat to 
play in various new metal/rock project with Hart 
Bachmier of Disciples of Power. 25-35 yrs. Must 
have long hair, setjous ing only. 403.504.5135 


Texas Blood Money is looking for a talented and 
dedicated bass player. If music is your top priority, 
you have a great attitude, are willing to rehearse 3- 
4x per week and can be available for tour then 
please give us a shout! Serious inquiries only 
please 780.920.0438 


The Loud Hailers seek keyboardist and saxophonist 
for original rock n roll, rhythm & blues. 
780.760.7284 Justin 


Three-piece power trio requires lead guitarist for 
modern rock project. Please be mature and serious 
780.418.2214 


VOLUNTEER 


Volunteers needed for the annual Ice onWhyte 
Festival, Jan 15-25, 2009 in Festival Park, 85 Ave, 
104 St. visit www.iceonwhyte.ca, email Shelly Hall 

Zenew at shelly@iceonwhyte 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old 
Www.youthvolunteerca 


nodels (male, female and children) for 
Fashion Week. Auditions at Planet Ze. 


Bring laughter, smiles and simple delights to child 

and back into your life! Be a Big Brother or Big 
Sister Today! Call 780.424.8181. Remember you 
don't have to change your life to change theirs! 


Ave, Jan 10 17, 4-6pm. www.edmon- 
tonfashion com for info 
company Family Theatre Society invites 


t draft, original 
ung Audiences 
) pm, Fri, Jan. 16, 2009. 
1: Laura Rushfeldt 
vy.admin@shaw.ca 


ghts 1 


ale, for full-length inde- 
hot in Edmonton in 
smmer 2009. 

yreat experience. Email 
hotmail.com with your experience 


CLASSIFIEDS Four tines For szo 


EXTRAS 

(7 Bolding $4 
(J Caps $4 
_] Extra Line $4 
() Box Word Ad $4 
CJ Symbols $4 


Break the Code! Help and adult to read and write. 
Call Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 780.421.7323 
www. famlit.ca 


Red Cross's Humanitarian Issues Program: need 
volunteers to help promote humanitarian issues to the 
Edmonton Community. We are hoping to expand our 


FORM OF PAYMENT 


(CJ) Cash ()Check CIVISA (MasterCard 
Expo fa 


Card# 
Name 
Address 


Ph. __ Postal Code 


youth team (12-24 yrs old). Contact Laura Keegan at 
laura. keegan@redcross.ca 


The CRC is seeking energetic, caring, committed vol- 
unteers to become Prevention Educators for its 
RespectED: Violence and Abuse Prevention Program. 
Canadian Red Cross/RespectED Training Program 
begins fall 2008. www.redcross.ca/cnar, Education 
Coordinator: 780.702.4158 / E: 
edmonton.respected@redcross.ca 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 


enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 780.444.1547 


Brain Neurobiology Research atU of A 
Hospital is seeking healthy and depressed subjects 
{not currently taking antidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursement for expenses provided. Call 
780.407.3221 (depressed only), 780.407.3906 (healthy 
or depressed), or 780.407.3775 (female healthy or 
depressed, including pregnant and just delivered) 


Dr's Appointment Buddy—Accompany new refugee 
immigrants to their medical appointments to give sup- 
port and assist with paperwork. Thu, 10:30am- 
2:30pm. Transportation not required. Leslie 
780.432.1137, ext 357 


Instructor Support Aide—Assist Health Care Aide 
Training instructors in a program for immigrant 
women to present course materials, and students. 
4hrs/wk, 8am-noon, or 1-4pm, Mon-Fri. Northeast 
location. Leslie 780.432.1137, ext 357 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 
Senior recreation/activity centre needs volunteer 
entertainers for monthly afternoon parties. 
Weekday message Karen 780.468.1985 seesa.ca 


The Support Network: Volunteer today to be 4 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www.thesup- 
portnetwork.com or call 780.732.6648 


Elder Abuse Victim Advocate-Assist, provide tele- 
phone support. Mature volunteers, 35+, with calm 
Manner and excellent communication skills wanted 
Volunteers receive intensive training and support. 
Commitment: Two 2 hr shifts/month, plus attendance 
at monthly staff meeting. Daytime Mon, Tue, or Thu 
8am-5pm. Leslie 780.432.1137, ext 357 


Volunteer for your local Red Cross. Help us make our 
mission of assisting the most vulnerable in our com- 
munity and around the world possible. Volunteer for 
Red Cross. To volunteer call 780.423.2680 / E: wz- 
edm-dm@redcross.ca 


Rise Up: Radio Free Edmonton on CJSR FM 88 
seeking people with a critical ear who will be at 
protests, picket-lines, blockades, any sites of struggle 
between people, corporations or governments to sim- 
ply bring a recorder and send us the footage 
E: riseupradio@cjsr.com; Sam Power, 780.492.2577 
ext. 4 for recording equipment and more details 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants ina 


variety of tasks and with some great fun events and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call Judy 
780.424.3545, ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to assist new immigrants on first 
time shopping trip for essentials. 2-3 hrs. occas. 
weekdays. Call Judy 780.424.3545, ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to help adult immigrants learn 
English. 3-4hrs/wk. No exp. req., various locations. 
Judy 780.424.3545, ext 249 


Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitchen help and drivers 
needed, weekdays 10am-1pm. Call 780.429.2020 


Volunteer for ElderCare, Help with daily activities for 
seniors. Call 780.434.4747, ext. 4 


VOLUNTEER 


Help support the Youth Emergency Shelter Society 
Programs for youth 


780 468 7070; yess.org 


TOTAL 


Lines 


Subtotal 


+ Student Loans 


Be Who ou ANG Do What You Cove 


*Film & Music Business 
*Film & Digital Arts 
*Music Production 
*3D Animation 
*Game Design 


-Classes start soon 
- $cholarship$ 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


Vancouver, BC 


WE’RE HIRING 


Public Outreach, Canada’s leader in face-to-face 


fundraising, is currently hiring its fall staff. Our 
fundraisers spread awareness and raise funds 
for a select group of non profits. 


° $14/h, guaranteed wage 
e Flexible hours 
¢ Travel and advancement opportunities 
* Perks such as daily coffee and treats 
¢ Friendly, socially conscious co-workers 
° A fun, dynamic, and inspiring work environment 


Work to make a difference today! 


www.publicoutreach.ca 


edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 


780-436-9896 


Print your ad here... 


GST 5% 


TOTAL 


Phone 426-1996 from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri © Email rob@vueweekly.com © 10303-108St. Edmonton 


Deadline Tues at Noon « Print legibly on fines at right « Up to 45 Characters per line * Every letter, space or mark counts as one character * Allow one space following punctuation 
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ex/science news 

we found out that female 
form the bladder, not the 
ds alc ig the urethra. Oh, 
the study that showed that 
[ ed as bisexual were 


ly an old one (most 
it on the web are from 


| Health Association-Edmonton 
For info visit www.cmha- 


line volunteer. The Support 
12,6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


ON COALITION AGAINST 
3M) Volunteers welcome. 
com for info/contacts, 780.988.2713 


ia 
about AHC philosophy & 
1.4687 Visit: www.a4he.ca 


Tedrg 


in the 


the rounds ought to serve as a hint 
at the page was spoofed.-Sorry, fellas. 

So what else do we have? Medscape 
published a rundown of penis news titled 
“Penile Size and Penile Enlargement 
Surgery: A Review,” which was mostly 
unstartling (urologists think surgeons should 
have a good reason before performing penis 
enlargement procedures, many men are dis- 
satisfied with the results, etc) but my 
favourite take-away was this one: after lin- 


ear regression analysis, there was no statis- 


tical correlation between stretched penile 
length and shoe size. So now you know. 
New Scientist published an article | wish 


_ I'd read back when | was answering phones 


asts, get a free membership after 30 hrs of volunteer 
work, get invitations to events and movies. For info 
contact Priscilla Wagar at 780.422.6223 or 
pwagar@artgalleryalberta.com 


Would you like to help people/families affected by 
Alzheimers? Socialize with seniors while assisting 
with games and activities. ElderCare Edmonton, 
780.434.4747, ext 4 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the 
blind and print-restricted! 
Email edmonton@voiceprintcanada.com, 
or call 780.451.8331 


Join in the hottest new trend of personal history. 
Unique volunteer opportunity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by helping to put together a collec- 

tion of life history stories of Edmonton elders. 
Interviews have been conducted, we now need some- 
one to assist with transcription, storywriting, and/or 
layout and design. 780.434.4747, ext 4 for info 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for Elder Care. Bingo volun- 
teers are needed to help raise funds for program 
meals and outings. Ph 780.434.4747, ext. 4 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants and 
refugees. Www. multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 780.423.1973 


at San Francisco sex information, where ques- 
tions about sex, calories and weight loss (or 
gain, in the case of fellatio-performers who- 
worried about calorie content) were common. 
“Nope, sorry,” |'d assure them, “you're not 
going to lose weight that way (300 calories an 
hour is an optimistic but common estimate) 
but it’s good for your general health, so off you 
go.” But now it appears that prolactin, the 
hormone which not only induces lactation but 
promotes maternal feelings and rises after. 
orgasms achieved during intercourse but 
(apparently) not other acts, may also be play- 
ing a role not only in matemal weight gain but 
in paternal gain as well. And since prolactin 
levels rise after sex, some researchers are 
investigating the obvious conclusion: sex 
makes you fat. And while they don’t ask this 

question, | will: is “fat and happy’ really such 

a bad thing, given the alternative? 
Meanwhile, there actually is evidence 
that sex, especially morning sex, really is 
good for what ails you. Among many other 
and better-known benefits, it has been 
shown to raise levels of Immunoglobulin 
A\(IgA), the microbe-slaying antibody, and 
thus might help you fight infections. 


English as a Second Language program. Training and 
materials provided. Contact 780-424-5514 


Do you know what a Volunteer Driver is? It's a com- 
mun member who can spare 3-4 hours once a 
month to drive a senior. Call Bev 780-732-1221 


Do you love art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 

Centre for the Arts can use you! Come show off your 

talents. www.ninahaggertyart.ca; email: info@nina- 
haggertyart.ca or call 780-474-7611 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out with 
cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 780- 
8751 or e-m: 
foodnotbombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For more 
info call Catherine 780-453-8304 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 780-414-6300 or check www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English as a 
second language to newcomers to Canada. 
Orientation and training provided. Meet people from 
all around the world. Jason: jmarkowsky@eci-lex.ca 
or 780-944-0792 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society: looking for val- 
unteer tutors to work with adult students in the Math 
Literacy Program. For info Ph 780.424.5514 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for studies with the 
Brain Neurobiology. Research at UofA, 780.407.3906. 
Reimbursement provided 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
Intemational: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 
care. www.cciorg.ca 


S.CAR.S. d 
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society 
There is a suitable home for all 
homeless animals, young or old! 
Scarscare.org 


The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs 
‘volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 780.423.4102 


Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 

MAJOR DEPRESSION sufferers who are 

interested in participating in a research study. Call 
2 780-407-3906 if interested 


5s JS 22 =e 
~ YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 


Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, ak a great time. 
é j = 


Carmen 780-429-0137 x233. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com 


Oe eee 
PALS. Project Adult Literacy Se looking for vol- 


unteer tutors to work with adult students in the ESL - 


Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 780.425.2715 


Overwhelmed? In a tough spot? Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 780-492-INFO (4636) The 
Support Network, wwaw.thesupportnetwork.com 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. 
hittp://auction .edmonton24hourrelay.com 
“DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
780-429-0136, ext, 233 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; 
www.afdrab.ca 
ee eS SS 
If you would like t6 reconnect with your volunteer 
cooperation agency, or are looking ta connect with 
other returned volunteers visit wwww.volcall,org 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Help Line 

24 Hours a Day-7 Days a Week 

If you want to stop using, we can help 
Local: 780.421.4429 

Toll free: 1.877.463.3537 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


istie's Outcall Massage. 
Hot German blonde. 
780,964.7361 


ADULT 


Northside Studio 
11910 127 Ave main floor 
Come out and play 
780 452 7440 
Lc # 42943170-001 


All of this is well and good but I've 
been remiss in not reporting sooner the 
headline that really captured my attention: 
“G-spot caught on ultrasound! Elusive 
Organ’s existence no longer in question!” 

Not that | questioned it. | was (still am) 
continually irritated, however, by the con- 
stant references in the media to the G-spot's 
possible apocryphal-ocity. While merely 
insisting that something is there cannot not 
make it so (| am, for instance, still an atheist), 
this denial of the lived and reported experi- 
ence of millions of women (and many of their 

partners) is and was uniquely galling. But 
now we have this story, reported as a bit of a 
yay/boo/yay by our friends at New Scientist 

Yay: Emmanuele Jannini at the Universi- 
ty of Aquila in Italy discovered clear 
anatomical differences between women 
who claim to have vaginal orgasms—trig- 
gered by stimulation of the front vaginal 
wall without any simultaneous stimulation 
of the clitoris—and those that don't. 

Boo: Apparently, the key is that women 
who orgasm during penetrative sex have 
a thicker area of tissue in the region 
between the vagina and urethra, meaning 


a simple scan could separate out the 


lucky “haves” from the “have-nots.” 


Yay: Even better, Jannini now has evi- 
dence that women who have this thicker tis- 
sue can be “taught” to have vaginal ? 
orgasms. Ultrasound scans on 30 women 
uncovered G-spots in just eight of them and 
when these women were asked if they had 
vaginal orgasms during sex, only five of 
them said yes. However, when the remain- 
ing three were shown their G-spots on the 
scan and given advice on how to stimulate 
It, two of them subsequently “discovered” 
the joy of vaginal orgasms. “This demon- 
strated, although in a small sample, the use 


of [vaginal ultrasound] in teaching the vagi- . 


nal orgasm,” Jannini says. 


| knew it! I've been teaching for years 
and years that internal sensitivity is, or at 
least can be, a learned response. | don't 
expect that ultrasound, which is expensive 
and literally invasive, if also harmless and 
painless, is going to become part of Every- 
woman's sexual fulfillment tool-kit, but 
how cheering is it to have proof at last? 


Good news in a bad year, right? 
LOVE, ANDREA 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) 
provides crisis intervention, information, counsel- 
ing, public education services. For a customized 
presentation T: 780.423.4102/F: 780.421 .8734/E 
info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 


Line: 780.423.4121 


Canadian Mental Health Association, 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca Education 
Program is pleased to offer workshops to give 
you the skills to intervene with people who may 
be at risk for suicide. Follow the links to 
ASIST or call 780.414.6300 
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LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


Try Crutseline Text for free, Text “xtra” to SPREE - www.creselineca 


HOT 
: SEXY 


FREE 


(1-900-451-3333 s2s102i ) ~900-451-3333 s25i100%m 1 


Edmonton 


780-665-0808 


VS+ No liability, Restrictions appty. 


bestipickupilinet 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/$24*) 


VUEWEERLY 


Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


University of Alberta Libraray 
PO Box 41021 

5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 

T6G 238 


A CAREER IN.... 


a 


Bachelor of Management stems 
‘Leadership *Marketing * Human Resources . 
¢ Private & Public Sector Orientation * Cryptography ¢ Ethics * Cyber law ¢ International research 


* Management Competencies faculty *¢ Strong management focus using best practices and 
| 


Ph: 780-413-7831 standards for security * Collaborative input into design 
managementsciences.concordia.ab.ca : 180- 322 


Public Health 


ichelor of Environmental 
Fh alth (after degree) 


* Community Involvement ¢ Fully credited by the 
Canadian Institute of Publich Health Inspectors CONCORI 
¢ Leading University-based Program C& 
niversity College of 
Ph: 780-413-7812 
‘ . You can do that h “a 
vw.envirohealth.concordia.ab.ca 
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